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Hold on to your hats 


DOD releases list of construction projects at risk of 
losing funds to help build US-Mexico border wall 


By Rose L. Thayer 
Stars and Stripes 

A child development center at Joint 
Base Andrews in Maryland, a middle 
school at Fort Campbell in Kentucky, 
and an addition to the ambulatory care 
center at Camp Lejeune in North Caroli¬ 
na are some of the hundreds of military 
construction projects at risk of losing 
funds to help build a wall along the U.S. 


Europe schools, efforts 
to counter Russian aggression 
could be affected 

■■■ 

List of projects in limbo 
in Europe, Pacific, Middle East 

Page 8 


border with Mexico. 

More than a month after President 
Donald Trump declared a national 
emergency to contend with migration 
from Central America, the Pentagon on 
Monday released a list of projects that 
could be delayed to divert funding to 
build a southern border wall. 

The 21-page list outlines $12.9 billion 
for more than 400 projects approved by 
SEE PROJECTS ON PAGE 9 


SYRIA 


Bombing 

suspects 

captured 

US-backed force says 
ISIS fighters detained 
in connection with the 
deaths of 4 Americans 

Staff and wire reports 

BAGHOUZ, Syria — U.S.- 
backed Syrian forces captured 
Islamic State fighters believed to 
have been involved in the Janu¬ 
ary blast that killed four Ameri¬ 
cans — the deadliest assault on 
U.S. troops in Syria since Ameri¬ 
can forces entered the country in 
2015, a spokesman said. 

Navy Chief Petty Officer Shan¬ 
non M. Kent, 35, of Pine Plains, 
N.Y.; Army Chief Warrant Offi¬ 
cer 2 Jonathan R. Farmer, 37, of 
Boynton Beach, Fla.; Defense In¬ 
telligence Agency civilian Scott 
A. Wirtz, 42, of St. Louis; and 
interpreter Ghadir Taher, 27, of 
East Point, Ga., were among 16 
people killed by a suicide bomber 
at a restaurant in Manbij in north¬ 
ern Syria. 

The suspects were captured 
Tuesday when U.S.-backed forces 
took control of an ISIS encamp¬ 
ment in the village of Baghouz, 
the last sliver of territory in Syria 
held by the extremists, Mus¬ 
tafa Bali, the spokesman for the 
Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic 
Forces, said in a Twitter post. 

He said the suspects were cap¬ 
tured following technical surveil¬ 
lance by the Kurdish-led group. 
He did not elaborate on the num¬ 
ber of suspects. 

“This is not a victory announce¬ 
ment, but a significant progress 
in the fight,” Bali said in a Twit¬ 
ter post. 

SEE BOMBING ON PAGE 7 
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Levees breached, Midwest flooding not done 


By Heather Hollingsworth 
Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Vice 
President Mike Pence was ex¬ 
pected to visit the Midwest on 
Tuesday to view flooding caused 
by heavy rains and snowmelt that 
damaged hundreds of homes and 
inundated tens of thousands of 
acres with water. 

Flooding is expected through¬ 
out the week in several states as 
high water levels flow down the 
Missouri River. Swollen rivers 
have already breached at least a 
dozen levees in Nebraska, Iowa 
and Missouri, according to the 


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

The flooding, which started 
after a massive late winter storm 
hit the Midwest last week, has 
been blamed for at least three 
deaths. 

Pence is expected to arrive late 
Tuesday afternoon in Omaha, 
Neb., where the president of the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau estimates 
farm and ranch losses could reach 
$1 billion. Steve Nelson estimates 
$400 million in crop losses be¬ 
cause of crops that will be planted 
late, if at all. He also estimates up 
to $500 million in livestock losses 
from the floods. 

The Missouri River is fore¬ 


cast to crest Thursday morning 
at 11.6 feet above flood stage in 
St. Joseph, Mo., the third-highest 
on record. More than 100 roads 
are closed in the state, where the 
State Highway Patrol is watching 
from the air and has water patrol 
officers on standby to help. 

There are widespread evacu¬ 
ations in two counties, including 
Holt County, where about 40,000 
acres and hundreds of homes 
have been flooded. 

“This isn’t new to them,” High¬ 
way Patrol Sgt. Jake Angle said. 
“But it’s no less devastating.” 

River flooding has also sur¬ 
rounded a northern Illinois neigh- 



Brendan Sullivan, Omaha (Neb.) World-Herald/AP 


Andrew Bauer and Shawn Shonerd bring supplies to the Bellwood Lakes area Monday in Bellwood, Neb. 
Much of the area was heavily affected by flooding along the Platte River. 


borhood with water, prompting 
residents to escape in boats. Peo¬ 
ple living in the Illinois village of 
Roscoe say children have walked 
through high floodwaters or kay¬ 
aked to catch school buses amid 
flooding along the Rock River. 

Flooding along rivers in west¬ 


ern Michigan also has damaged 
dozens of homes and businesses. 

President Donald Trump tweet¬ 
ed Monday that he was staying in 
close contact with Iowa Gov. Kim 
Reynolds and South Dakota Gov. 
Kristi Noem about the flooding in 
those states. 



Orlin Wagner/AP 


Volunteers use traffic cones to fill sandbags in St. Joseph, Mo., on 
Monday. Hundreds of homes flooded in the Midwest after rivers 
breached at least a dozen levees following heavy rain and snowmelt. 
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TURUMI LODGE 

OSAN AIR BASE, KOREA 

Do you have friends & family visiting soon? Or do you just need a time out? Make reservations at the 
most comfortable and affordable place in town. Room rate from $60.00 to $63.00 per night. 

"'V Space Available reservations can be made for up to 120 day in advance. 

Turumi Lodge operation 24 hours, 7days a week. 

DSN: 315-784-1844 Comm: 82-31 -661 -1844 
E-mail:turumilodge.reservat@us.af.mil 

www.dodlodgiiig.netwww.51fss.com 
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Okinawa Marines 
compete for top 
culinary award 


By Carlos M. Vazquez II 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP KINSER, Okinawa 

— On the strength of a favorite 
Okinawan dish, members of Com¬ 
bat Logistics Regiment 37 are 
representing the III Marine Ex¬ 
peditionary Force at a competition 
for the Marine Corps’ top culinary 
award. 

The M^. Gen. W.P.T. Hill Me¬ 
morial Awards for Food Service 
Excellence were established in 
1985 with the aim of improving 
food service operations and iden¬ 
tifying the best expeditionary din¬ 
ing facility in the Marine Corps. 
The award winners — IMEF and 
II MEF cooks are also compet¬ 
ing — are expected to be named 
in early April and will be able to 
attend a ceremony in Chicago in 
May. 

Food speciahsts of the 37th 
Regiment presented a “build your 
own” meal of Okinawa taco rice to 
judges and patrons on Thursday. 
It’s an island lunchtime staple of 
ground beef or chicken, lettuce, 
cheese and tomatoes served on 
top of rice. 

The competition involved more 
than a meal; the regiment also 
had to build a field mess tent fitted 
with a kitchen, serving line, seat¬ 
ing area and physical security. 

The team dedicated its expedi¬ 
tionary field kitchen, or EFK, to 
Pvt. Howard P. Perry, who in 1942 
became the first black to enlist in 
the Marine Corps. Construction 
started on Feb. 28, and builders 
overcame strong winds and heavy 
rains to finish the job. 

“It took about three weeks to set 
up the site,” the regimental mess 
chief. Gunnery Sgt. Julia Criqui- 
matura, told Stars and Stripes on 
Thursday. “The EFK itself can 
feed over 800 Marines twice a 
day.” 

On competition day, a three- 
person panel — two senior 
food-service specialists from 
Headquarters Marine Corps and 
a civilian representative from the 
National Restaurant Association 

— judged the regiment’s presen¬ 
tation. Servicemembers from 
various commands were invited 
to experience the field kitchen and 
taste the menu items. 

“I am very impressed with what 
I am learning about the Marines 

— in particular, with the stan¬ 
dards they adhere to, how they 
evaluate their performance, how 
they hold everyone accountable 
and the teamwork where every¬ 
body is a mentor for one another, 
helping each other grow,” Michael 
Pizzuto, a judge from the National 
Restaurant Association, told Stars 
and Stripes. 

Pizzuto, on his first trip to 
Okinawa, said being a part of 
the judging panel held a special 
meaning for him. The island was 


his father’s last duty station while 
serving in the Army during World 
Warn. 

This year’s competitors pre¬ 
pared the taco rice meal to 
highlight their connection with 
Okinawa, according to Col. Scott 
Johnson, commander of CLR 37. 

“This year, they brought it,” he 
said. “Not only the tactical setup, 
with the camo netting and con¬ 
certina wire, but also the internal 
setup with the best chow on the 
menu.” 

The Marines put their own spin 
on the menu’s side items, with 
names like “quarterdeck que- 
sadillas,” “fire watch nachos” and 
“sea bag salad 


I really 
hope we 
win. This 
morning 
we gave 
our best; 
we put our 
love and 
everything 
into this 
meal and 
this whole 
setup. ^ 


bar.” 

Aside from 
judging the 
food quality 
and taste, the 
judges evalu¬ 
ated the entire 
process, from 
site layout, 
management 
and sanita¬ 
tion to food 
preparation, 
maintenance, 
storage and 
financial 
accounting. 

Pizzuto said 
the MEF that 
Lance CpI. comes out vic- 
Carolina torious would 
Campuzano mosthkelybe 
food service close in final 
specialist scores, but he 
said he was 
impressed by 
the quality and maturity of the 
Marines he evaluated, compared 
with the chefs he speaks to in ci¬ 
vilian kitchens. 

“The mihtary travels on its 
stomach,” he said. “If they are 
not healthy and not well-fed, they 
are not going to perform or get the 
mission done. But I don’t see that 
happening, especially with the 
kind of enhancements here.” 

Competitors said winning the 
top award means recognition for 
the routine, daily work done in 
kitchens to feed Marines. 

“I really hope we win,” said food 
service speciahst Lance Cpl. Car¬ 
olina Campuzano. “This morning 
we gave our best; we put our love 
and everything into this meal and 
this whole setup.” 

Criquimatura said the compe¬ 
tition brought out the best in the 
regiment. 

“The highhght of today was 
everybody’s mood; everybody 
was just really happy to be here, 
the cooks, the patrons, everything 
was amazing,” she said. 

“It was hard work. It was all 
worth it.” 



Photos by Carlos VAzquEz/Stars and Stripes 


Above: Michael Pizzuto, of the National Restaurant Association, 
a judge in the Maj. Gen. W.RT. Hill Memorial Awards for Food 
Service Excellence competition, speaks to a Marine at Camp Kinser, 
Okinawa, Japan, on Thursday. Below: Desserts were prepared by 
Combat Logistics Regiment 37 to serve during the competition. 



A Marine holds a serving of “build your own” Okinawa taco rice. 


Soldier dies 
in collision 
on highway 
in Alaska 

By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

A cavalry soldier stationed in 
Alaska died Friday in a head-on 
collision, the Army said in a state¬ 
ment Monday. 

Pfc. Prentice Letroy Lewis- 
Rankin, 20, of Brewton, Ala., col¬ 
lided with another vehicle while 
driving on Parks Highway be¬ 
tween the towns of Talkeetna and 
Willow, north of Anchorage. 

Lewis-Rankin was pronounced 
dead at the scene, according to 
Alaska State Troopers investigat¬ 
ing the collision, the Army said. 

Lewis-Rankin was a cavalry 
scout stationed at Fort Wain- 
wright since May 2018. He was 
assigned to the 5th Squadron, 1st 
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team, 25th In¬ 
fantry Division. 

He enlisted in January 2018 
and trained at Fort Benning, Ga., 
the Army said. 

“Pfc. Lewis-Rankin was an 
exceptional Trooper — hard 
working, trustworthy — and an 
amazing friend and teammate to 
many throughout the Blackhawk 
Squadron,” Lt. Col Aaron Mock, 
5-1 Cavalry commander, said in 
the statement. 


olson.wyatt@stripes.com 

Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Guam airman 
acquitted of 
sexual assault 

By Matthew M. Burke 
Stars and Stripes 

An airman assigned to Ander¬ 
sen Air Force Base on Guam has 
been acquitted of aggravated sex¬ 
ual assault and will be allowed to 
resume his military career. 

Tech. Sgt. Jacory Royster, of the 
36th Security Forces Squadron, 
was found not guilty Friday of the 
most serious charge against him 
after a four-day court-martial, ac¬ 
cording to a trial report provided 
to Stars and Stripes. 

Prosecutors alleged that Roys¬ 
ter in July had touched a woman’s 
back, buttocks and leg without her 
consent. 

Several people levied those ac¬ 
cusations against Royster, 36th 
Wing spokesman Tech Sgt. Jake 
Barreiro said last month. Royster 
was not placed in pretrial confine¬ 
ment pending trial. 

However, Royster was found 
guilty of using indecent language 
and telling several servicemem¬ 
bers they could consume alcohol 
as long as they did so out of his 
sight, a violation of Article 134 of 
the Uniform Code of Military Jus¬ 
tice, the report said. 

Royster will be reprimanded 
for his conduct and forced to for¬ 
feit $4,800. 

burke.matf@stripes.com 
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Wrongfully evicted servicemembers get settlement 


The incredible sacrifices our servicemembers make 
when they deploy and move frequently should never 
create financial or legal hardships for them, f 

G. Zachary Terwilliger 

U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia 


By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A property manage¬ 
ment company in Virginia must pay nearly 
$1.5 million to 127 servicemembers who 
were wrongfully evicted, the Justice De¬ 
partment announced Monday. 

The Justice Department discovered 
PRG Real Estate Management had evicted 
tenants from 2006 to 2017 without disclos¬ 
ing to state courts that they were active- 
duty servicemembers, a violation of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. The 
federal law protects servicemembers from 
getting evicted while on active duty and al¬ 
lows them to break rental contracts when 
they deploy or are relocated. 

Under a settlement reached with the 
Justice Department, the property manage¬ 
ment company must also pay $35,000 to 10 
servicemembers who were charged termi¬ 
nation fees for breaking their leases early 


after they were given military orders. An 
additional $62,000 will go to the federal 
government as a civil penalty, bringing the 
total to about $1.6 million. 

The settlement is the largest that a prop¬ 
erty management company has had to pay 
for breaking the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act, the Justice Department said. 

“The incredible sacrifices our service- 
members make when they deploy and move 
frequently should never create financial 
or legal hardships for them,” G. Zachary 
Terwilliger, U.S. attorney for the Eastern 


District of Virginia, said in a statement. 
“This settlement helps ensure that these 
men and women are honored for, not dis¬ 
advantaged by, their military service, and 
that servicemembers’ rights are protected 
going forward.” 

The servicemembers were tenants at 
Linkhorn Bay Apartments and The Court¬ 
yards of Chanticleer in Virginia Beach, the 
Hilton Village Townhomes and Heritage 
Trace Apartments in Newport News and 
Hyde Park Apartments and Ashton Creek 


Apartments in Chester. 

An independent administrator will be 
tasked with locating the servicemembers 
who are eligible to receive portions of the 
settlement. 

The Justice Department said that since 
2011, it’s obtained more than $470 million 
for about 119,000 servicemembers through 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
In 2016, then-Attorney General Loretta 
Lynch added more resources to investigate 
and prosecute such cases. 

“This substantial settlement clearly 
sends the message that the Department 
of Justice is committed to the vigorous en¬ 
forcement of federal laws that protect ser¬ 
vicemembers,” Assistant Attorney General 
Eric Dreiband said in a statement. “When 
landlords violate the SCRA, it causes dis¬ 
ruption in the lives of servicemembers and 
their families.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 



4th suspect caught in case 
of Landstuhl attempted 
robbery that turned deadly 


A Coast Guard officer will host a rugby clinic for kids ages 5 to 18 at 
Yokota Air Base, Japan, in hopes of getting children interested in the 
sport ahead of the Rugby World Cup. 


Coast Guard 
officer sets 
up Yokota 
rugby clinic 

By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— A rugby-playing Coast Guard 
officer hopes to spark military 
kids’ interest ahead of the 2019 
Rugby World Cup with a clinic at 
the home of U.S. Forces Japan in 
western Tokyo. 

“We’re going to work on fitness, 
fundamentals and fun,” Lt. Cmdr. 
Keith Wilkins, 37, of Hicksville, 
N.Y., said of the spring break 
clinic, which will run April 8-12 
for kids ages 5 to 18. 

Wilkins, who wrestled and 
played baseball at school, got 
hooked on rugby at the Coast 
Guard Academy. He played 
for some top US. clubs, includ¬ 
ing the New York Athletic Club, 
Boston RFC and Golden Gate in 
San Francisco before joining the 
Tokyo Crusaders last year after 
moving to Yokota. 

“I love the physicality and es¬ 
prit de corps,” he said of the game, 
which helped inspire American 
football with the addition of pads, 
helmets and the forward pass. 

“It’s not like American football 
where you have coaches calling 
plays every down,” he said. “It is 
all about the 15 guys on the field.” 

The Rugby World Cup, which 
runs from Sept. 20 to Nov. 2, is 
making its Japan debut, and most 
games are selling out quickly. 
The world’s 20 top teams, includ¬ 
ing the U.S. Eagles, will play doz¬ 
ens of matches leading up to the 
final at the 72,000-capacity Inter¬ 
national Stadium Yokohama. 

Rugby teaches young people 
values such as camaraderie, 
sportsmanship and discipline, 
Wilkins said. 

Kids who have fun at the Yo¬ 
kota clinic might consider joining 
the Crusaders’ youth team, the 
Tokyo Squires, he said. 


Squires coach Roy York, of 
Norfolk, England, said the team, 
made up mostly of non-Japanese 
children, played its first season 
against international schools and 
a Japanese 
high school 
over the 
winter. 

The 

Squires train 
in Yokohama 
and would 
welcome 
any Ameri¬ 
can kids who 
want to join 
their under- 
14 practice 
group or 
under-18 team ahead of the next 
season, which begins in Septem¬ 
ber, he said. 

The Yokota clinic, which costs 
$25, includes a session each day 
from 9 to 10 a.m. at which kids 
ages 5 to 8 will get an introduc¬ 
tion to rugby. A session for those 
up to 18 will run from 10 a.m. to 


Photos by Seth RoBSON/Stars and Stripes 



Coast Guard Lt. Cmdr. Keith 
Wilkins has played for some top 
U.S. rugby clubs before joining 
the Tokyo Crusaders last year 
after moving to Yokota Air Base. 

noon, with the goal of getting the 
youngsters playing touch rugby, 
Wilkins said. 

People who want to sign up can 
contact Youth Sports at DSN 315- 
225-7422, he said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
German police have arrested a 
fourth suspect in connection with 
the Feb. 10 attempted robbery of 
an American family in Landstuhl 
that left one man dead after the 
father fended off an attacker with 
a kitchen knife. 

The fourth suspect, apprehend¬ 
ed in the city of Darmstadt, is a 
French citizen, 33, prosecutors 
said Monday. Two other suspects 
— both brothers of the man who 
died of stab wounds following the 
break-in — already are in cus¬ 
tody and have been charged with 
attempted robbery. 

“Part of the investigation also is 
to find out how the fourth suspect 
is related to the brothers already 
jailed,” the Zweibruecken prose¬ 
cutor’s office said in a statement. 

Meanwhile, prosecutors said 
they continue to investigate the 
circumstances surrounding the 
attempted robbery and whether 
the American acted in self-defense 
or used excessive force. German 
authorities did not say when they 
expected to conclude their inves¬ 
tigation of the American, 41, who 
works as an Army civilian. 

In an interview with Stars and 
Stripes days after the attack, the 
American described a violent en¬ 
counter in which he was forced to 
fight for his and his family’s life. 

The confrontation began when 
the father opened his front door 
on a Sunday evening and four men 
forced their way in. The Ameri¬ 
can fought off three of the men 
and managed to push them back 
out the door, which locked shut. 
But one man slipped past and ran 
upstairs, where the man’s wife 
and three children were hiding. 

While the father fought, he 
heard his wife’s screams. At one 
point, the invader had pinned the 
wife down and was smothering 


her with one hand on her neck, 
the American said. 

After forcing the other three 
men out of the house, the father 
grabbed a kitchen knife. As he 
charged up the stairs, he col¬ 
lided with the robber and the two 
scuffled. The American said he 
thought he 
hadstabbed 
the intrud¬ 
er three 
times. 

The cul¬ 
prit then 
fled and 
made it out 
the door. 
Police said 
the invad¬ 
ers drove 
away but 
stopped in 
the nearby 
village of 
Kricken- 
bach. They 
laid the 
injured 

man, 43, on the sidewalk. One of 
the suspects, the older brother of 
the injured man, asked a witness 
to call for medical help, officials 
said. 

The wounded man died at the 
scene from blood loss related to 
puncture wounds, investigators 
said, citing an autopsy result. 
His brother, 51, was arrested and 
charged with attempted robbery, 
and another brother was arrested 
days later. 

The men are German nation¬ 
als, the police said. 

Officers said the arrest of the 
fourth suspect was the result of 
“intensive investigations.” 

There are no indications that 
the suspects are part of a larger 
criminal network, Zweibruecken 
lead prosecutor Iris Weingardt 
said. 


Marcus Kloeckner contributed to this 
story. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


I I love the 
physicality 
and esprit 
de corps. ^ 

Lt. Cmdr. 
Keith Wilkins 

U.S. Coast Guard 
officer at Yokota 
Air Base, Japan 


Part of the 
investigation 
also is to 
find out how 
the fourth 
suspect is 
related to 
the brothers 
already 
jailed. ^ 
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Fort Bliss troops on snap deployment to Europe 



Kris BoNET/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


U.S. Army Soldiers with 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored 
Division, arrive in Beriin on Tuesday. 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany—The 
Pentagon dispatched 1,500 sol¬ 
diers from Fort Bliss, Texas, to 
Germany on Tuesday in a snap 
mobihzation designed to test the 
mihtary’s ability to respond in a 
crisis. 

Soldiers with the 2nd Armored 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Ar¬ 
mored Division began arriving in 
Berhn and will move on to train¬ 
ing grounds in Poland for live-fire 
drills, U.S. Army Europe said. 

“Our ability to rapidly surge 
combat-ready forces into and 
across the theater is critical in 
projecting forces at a moment’s 
notice to support the NATO alli¬ 
ance,” USAREUR said in a state¬ 
ment. “However, this deployment 
is not in response to any real world 
situation.” 

The purpose is to “exercise 
the U.S. Army’s abihty to rapidly 
alert, recall and deploy under 


emergency conditions.” 

The sudden deployment is the 
latest sign of how the Pentagon’s 
“Dynamic Force Employment” 
strategy is altering how the Army 
operates in the U.S. European 
Command area. 


The concept, developed by for¬ 
mer Defense Secretary Jim Mat¬ 
hs, calls for more unpredictable 
deployments designed to show¬ 
case mihtary agihty to potential 
adversaries. 

Earher this month, the U.S. mil¬ 


itary also deployed an advanced 
missile defense system to Israel 
where it will operate from various 
locations in an effort to bolster Is¬ 
raeli defenses. That Army mission 
also tapped Fort Bhss soldiers, 
including the 11th Air Defense 
Artillery Brigade and the 32nd 
Army Air and Missile Defense 
Command. 

The force now arriving in Ger¬ 
many under the Dynamic Force 
Employment concept “makes our 
activities unpredictable to poten¬ 
tial adversaries ... while main¬ 
taining strategic predictabihty for 
our NATO allies and partners,” 
USAREUR said. 

The soldiers will travel to 
Drawsko Pomorskie Training 
Area, Poland, where they will 
use more than 700 pieces of 
equipment pulled from an Army 
pre-positioned equipment site in 
Eygelshoven, Netherlands. The 
soldiers will train with their Pol¬ 
ish counterparts over the next few 
weeks, USAREUR said. 


“The training will culminate 
with a gunnery and a combined 
live fire exercise. Once the ex¬ 
ercise is complete, the unit will 
return to Fort Bliss and the equip¬ 
ment will return to Eygelshoven,” 
USAREUR said. 

The Army rehes on pre-posi- 
tioned weapons stockpiles to make 
up for a smaller number of per¬ 
manently based troops in Europe, 
where both manpower and weap¬ 
onry were scaled back after the 
Cold War. 

In response to concerns about a 
more aggressive Russia, the mili¬ 
tary in Europe has been building 
up weapons stockpiles, which forc¬ 
es rotating into Europe can draw 
from for training or in a crisis. 

The weapons stocks “reduce de¬ 
ployment timelines, improve de¬ 
terrence capabilities and provide 
additional combat power,” USA¬ 
REUR said. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


Court: Germany must press US over Yemen drone strikes 


By Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

The German government must 
ensure that any drone strikes co¬ 
ordinated through U.S. military 
bases in Germany comply with 
international law, a German high 
court ruled Tuesday. 

The high administrative court 
in Muenster did not order a ban 
on Germany allowing U.S. bases 
to relay drone data, as three Ye¬ 
meni citizens had sought in a 
court filing. The three plaintiffs 
said they lost family members to 
U.S. drone strikes in 2012. 

The court’s findings run coun¬ 
ter to years of military denials that 
Ramstein Air Base plays a part in 
Middle East drone warfare. 

The court said in a statement 
that there were “substantial in¬ 
dications” known to the German 
government that the U.S. drone 


By Caitlin Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A former 
Defense Intelligence Agency of¬ 
ficer pleaded guilty to attempting 
to give national defense infor¬ 
mation to Chinese intelligence 
agents, the Department of Justice 
announced. 

Agents from a Chinese intel¬ 
ligence service recruited Ron 
Rockwell Hansen, 58, of Syra¬ 
cuse, Utah, in 2014 and he met 
with them regularly in China to 
discuss information of interest to 
them, Hansen admitted in his plea 
agreement, according to a Justice 
Department statement issued 
Friday. He was given hundreds 
of thousands of dollars from the 
Chinese intelligence agents for 
the information, including from 
industry conferences, that he 


missions assisted from Ramstein 
are at least in part “violating in¬ 
ternational law.” 

The court added that the Ger¬ 
man parliament’s investigation 
into the National Security Agen¬ 
cy’s activity in Germany and 
official information the court ex¬ 
amined prove “the central role” 
of Ramstein Air Base’s satel¬ 
lite relay station for “continuing 
armed U.S. drone missions in 
Yemen.” 

The drone allegations began 
when a former sensor operator 
said in 2013 that the technology 
used at Ramstein transfers data 
between drone pilots in the Unit¬ 
ed States to aircraft on missions 
in the Middle East, Afghanistan 
and Africa. 

Air Force officials at Ramstein 
on Tuesday, when queried about 
the court’s ruling, said no drones 
are launched or operated from 


provided. 

The Defense Intelligence Agen¬ 
cy hired Hansen in 2006 as a ci¬ 
vilian intelligence case officer, 
according to the Justice Depart¬ 
ment. He is a retired Army war¬ 
rant officer with a background in 
signals and human intelligence 
and he speaks fluent Mandarin- 
Chinese and Russian. 

Between May 24,2016 and June 
2, 2018, Hansen requested na¬ 
tional defense information from a 
DIA intelligence case officer that 
he knew would be valuable to the 
Chinese agents, according to the 
statement. 

“Hansen agreed to act as a 
conduit to sell that information to 
the Chinese. Hansen advised the 
DIA case officer how to record 
and transmit classified informa¬ 
tion without detection, and ex¬ 
plained how to hide and launder 


the base as part of counterterror¬ 
ism activities. 

“We greatly value our long¬ 
standing and close relationship 
with Germany and remain in 
close dialogue with our German 
counterparts on all matters relat¬ 
ed to our bases here and our mu¬ 
tual efforts to support German 
and European security,” U.S. Air 
Forces in Europe-Air Forces Af¬ 
rica said in a statement Tuesday. 

The 86th Airlift Wing also said 
in 2017 that “no data is relayed 
through Ramstein for the opera¬ 
tion of drones.” 

A USAFE-AFAFRICA spokes¬ 
woman could not immediately 
confirm late Tuesday whether 
that was still the case. 

The court said that armed drone 
strikes are only “legitimate under 
recognition of the guidelines of 
humanitarian international law 
and international human rights 


any funds received as payment 
for classified information,” the 
Justice Department said. 

The case officer reported Han¬ 
sen to the DIA and became a con¬ 
fidential FBI source. 

Hansen met with the DIA offi¬ 
cer on June 2, 2018, and received 
documents with classified nation¬ 
al defense information that he re¬ 
quested, Hansen also admitted in 
his plea agreement. The informa¬ 
tion was “related to United States 
military readiness in a particular 
region,” the Justice Department 
said. 

After looking at the documents, 
Hansen told the DIA case officer 
that he was going to hide some of 
his notes “in the text of an elec¬ 
tronic document” before he took 
a flight to China, according to the 
Justice Department. 

“Hansen intended to provide 


protection.” 

The U.S. military has conduct¬ 
ed drone strikes in Yemen as part 
of its fight against al-Qaida and 
extremist groups. That isn’t il¬ 
legal, even if it did use a base in 
Germany as part of the effort, the 
court said. 

But statements by U.S. officials 
cast doubt on whether the drones 
were focused solely on targets 
with a “continuous combat func¬ 
tion,” the court said. Targeting 
civilians associated with militant 
groups but not actively fighting 
for them could result in extr^u- 
dicial killings, the court stated. 

Germany’s assumption that the 
U.S. has not violated German or 
international law is based on an 
“inadequate investigation of facts 
and is finally legally not sustain¬ 
able,” the court said. 

The European Center for Con¬ 
stitutional and Human Rights, 


the information he received to the 
agents of the Chinese intelligence 
service with whom he had been 
meeting, and Hansen knew that 
the information was to be used 
to the injury of the United States 
and to the advantage of a foreign 
nation,” the statement said. 

On Friday, Hansen pleaded 
guilty to one count of attempting 
to gather or deliver national de¬ 
fense information to aid a foreign 
government, according to the Jus¬ 
tice Department. His plea agree¬ 
ment calls for a 15-year sentence. 
He will be sentenced Sept. 24. 

The Defense Intelligence 
Agency declined to comment 
Monday on the case, according 
to an agency spokesman, direct¬ 
ing requests for statements to the 
U.S. attorney’s office in Utah. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 


which brought the case forward 
for the three Yemenis, said in 
a statement that the ruling was 
“an important step to place lim¬ 
its on the U.S. drone program via 
Ramstein, which is contrary to 
international law.” 

Stars and Stripes reporter Jennifer H. 

Svan contributed to this report. 
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Report: Afghan troops confiscated equipment 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af¬ 
ghan security forces have been 
harassing contractors and confis¬ 
cating their equipment at military 
bases across the country, costing 
the US. hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, a government watchdog 
said. 

The confiscated property and 
equipment, belonging to two in¬ 
ternational companies that were 
awarded maintenance and op¬ 
erations contracts from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, is 
worth more than $780,000, the 
Special Inspector General for Af¬ 
ghanistan Reconstruction said in 
a report published Monday. 

There were times when the Af¬ 
ghan employees of the contractor 
Exelis, Inc. — previously known 
as ITT Systems Corp. — tried to 
remove their equipment from 
work sites, but were “held against 


their will at gunpoint and locked 
in containers for extended hours” 
by Afghan forces, company offi¬ 
cials told SIGAR. 

Contractor staff were “often 
detained” by Afghan troops to 
force them to repair equipment 
that was outside the scope of con¬ 
tract requirements and wouldn’t 
release them until the equipment 
was fixed, the report said, citing 
the Corps of Engineers. 

Exelis submitted more than 
400 incident reports to the Corps 
of Engineers from across 800 fa¬ 
cilities between 2011 and 2013 
alone, the company told SIGAR. 
Of those, 71 regarded abuses, 
threat, intimidation, and confis¬ 
cated property, the Corps of En¬ 
gineers said. 

SIGAR launched its investiga¬ 
tion — which examined two con¬ 
tracts held by U.S.-based Exelis, 
covering a period from 2010 to 
2015, and a third contract held by 
IDS International Government 


Services that began in 2015 and 
finishes this month — after com¬ 
plaints from Corps of Engineers 
employees. The three contracts 
total more than $1 billion. IDS 
International is also a U.S.-based 
company. 

The property and equipment 
confiscated from the contractors 
included a variety of items, such 
as batteries, exhaust fans, air 
conditioners and air and fuel fil¬ 
ters, SIGAR said. 

Most of the confiscated prop¬ 
erty has been reclaimed, the 
Corps of Engineers said, but the 
Army engineering command 
has paid over $325,000 to Exelis 
for items it could not recover at 
several sites. It’s still reviewing 
a payment for missing IDS prop¬ 
erty worth more than $450,000, 
SIGAR said. 

Afghan forces “apparently 
believed they had the right to 
confiscate the equipment” as it 
was located on their bases, the 


watchdog said, adding that prob¬ 
lems continue to plague the one 
remaining contract. 

“The theft of contractor-owned 
property and verbal abuse and 
harassment of contractor staff by 
(Afghan forces) is still occurring 
despite actions taken by USAGE 
and CSTC-A to address these is¬ 
sues,” SIGAR said. “Since the 
national maintenance contract is 
ongoing, it is possible that addi¬ 
tional equipment may have been 
confiscated, resulting in further 
costs to the U.S. government.” 

CSTC-A, or Combined Security 
Transition Command-Afghani- 
stan, is the primary liaison be¬ 
tween the United States and the 
Afghan National Defense and 
Security Forces. It sets the re¬ 
quirements for both construction 
of ANDSF infrastructure and the 
operation and maintenance sup¬ 
port to Afghan installations. 

Despite repeated complains 
of abuse and theft, “CSTC-A has 


not issued any financial penal¬ 
ties against the ANDSF for stolen 
property or contractor mistreat¬ 
ment, reporting that it has not 
done so because withholding 
funds ‘harms ANDSF forces 
more than it would tend to change 
behavior,”’ SIGAR said. 

However, after learning of SI- 
GAR’s findings, Mqj. Gen. Paul 
Ostrowski, CSTC-A’s deputy 
commanding general, sent a let¬ 
ter warning Afghan Defense 
Minister Gen. Abdullah Habibi 
that if some of the missing prop¬ 
erty isn’t returned, the equivalent 
value will be deducted from the 
international assistance provided 
to the Afghan military. The U.S. 
and its allies provide about $4 bil¬ 
lion to $5 billion each year to fund 
Afghanistan’s defense budget, 
much of it on Defense Depart¬ 
ment contracts to equip, train and 
maintain the security forces. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwweilman 


Shut out of peace talks, Afghan government short on options 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


A^han President Ashraf Ghani, left, and U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, arrive 
for a news conference in Kabul, A^anistan, in July 2018. In recent months, the U.S. 
has acquiesced to Taliban demands to keep the Afghan government out of peace talks. 


By Pamela Constable 
The Washington Post 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Excluded from 
peace talks with the Taliban, estranged 
from Washington after sharply attacking 
its peace envoy and under growing pres¬ 
sure to postpone July elections, the Af¬ 
ghan government is running short on time, 
friends and options. 

President Ashraf Ghani, who once 
hoped to win re-election as a champion 
and orchestrator of peace after 17 years of 
grueling conflict, has been denied that role 
at Taliban insistence. Some of his rivals, 
meanwhile, have held high-profile meet¬ 
ings with the insurgents, and U.S. officials 
have held weeks of closed-door sessions 
with them abroad. 

Frustrated at being outmaneuvered on 
all sides, Ghani has lashed out at U.S. offi¬ 
cials through his national security adviser, 
Hamdullah Mohib. Mohib stunned Wash¬ 
ington last week by saying a U.S.-Taliban 
deal would “dishonor” fallen U.S. troops 
and by denouncing Zalmay Khalilzad, the 
Trump administration’s peace envoy, as 
an American “viceroy” with ambitions to 
head an interim Afghan government. 

In response, the State Department said 
Mohib was summoned by a senior U.S. of¬ 
ficial and told that his attacks on Khalil¬ 
zad could hurt bilateral relations and the 
peace process. According to reports in the 
Afghan and U.S. media, Mohib, who pre¬ 
viously served as Ghani’s ambassador to 
Washington, was also barred from future 
dealings with U.S. officials. The State De¬ 
partment declined to comment on those 
reports Monday. 

“Mohib’s angry words underscore Ka¬ 
bul’s frustrations at having been shut out of 
its own peace process,” said Michael Kugel- 
man, an Afghanistan specialist at the Wil¬ 
son Center think tank. “They should serve 
as a loud wake-up call to Washington.” 

Excluding Kabul from the talks “may be 
the right thing for U.S. policy,” Kugelman 
said, “but the further these U.S.-Taliban 
talks go, the greater the risk for a mqjor 
crisis in US.-Afghan relations.” 

Others said that the Trump administra¬ 
tion has become impatient with Ghani’s 
ambitions and no longer sees his govern¬ 


ment as crucial to the peace process. But, 
they add, Ghani hasn’t come to terms with 
this new reality and is blaming the mes¬ 
senger — Khalilzad. 

An aide to Mohib said his comments re¬ 
flected a widespread “public anxiety” that 
the U.S.-Taliban talks were being held “be¬ 
hind closed doors,” and that U.S. officials 
had not responded to those concerns when 
Afghan officials raised them in private. 

The aide, who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss sensitive matters, 
said a variety of Afghan groups have ex¬ 
pressed agreement with Mohib, insisting 
that “without the Afghan government, last¬ 
ing and durable peace is not possible.” 

The latest round of U.S.-Taliban talks, 
held in a luxury hotel in Qatar for 16 days, 
ended inconclusively last week. Khalil¬ 
zad said “real strides” were made on U.S. 
troop withdrawals and Taliban promises 


to stop terrorist groups from operating on 
Afghan soil, but there were no apparent 
breakthroughs on a cease-fire or plans for 
including Afghan officials and society in 
the talks. No date has been set for further 
negotiations. 

The Trump administration’s stated 
priority is to settle the conflict and with¬ 
draw US. forces from Afghanistan. The 
Taliban’s goal is to obtain a mqjor share of 
political power and bring a “true Islamic 
system” of laws and values to the Muslim 
country. The Taliban does not recognize 
the Ghani government as legitimate and 
insists it will not interact with any Afghans 
until an agreement on U.S. military with¬ 
drawal is reached. 

After the most recent talks, Taliban 
leader Abdul Ghani Baradar said that the 
group “expects the establishment of an Is¬ 
lamic system” but would treat all Afghans 


as “brothers” and that the leadership of the 
group’s Islamic emirate will have patience 
and mercy toward all. 

Many Afghans, though, fear that the 
United States would abandon the country 
after making a deal and that the Taliban 
would reverse the political and social gains 
of the past 17 years. The insurgents reject 
the Afghanistan Constitution and are said 
to want an interim government to oversee 
discussions among all Afghan groups to 
develop a new governing system. 

“The Taliban morale is very high now. 
They feel like conquerors,” said Wahid Mo- 
jdah, an analyst who is in frequent contact 
with some Taliban officials. In contrast, he 
said, Ghani has lost several aides and al¬ 
lies, who now openly challenge and criti¬ 
cize him, and is feuding with Washington, 
which long defended and propped up his 
government. 

A growing number of Afghans have 
expressed support for an interim govern¬ 
ment. They include rivals of Ghani and 
analysts who worry that plans for elections 
in July would undercut efforts to settle the 
conflict, a goal that a m^ority of Afghans 
say is more important than holding nation¬ 
al polls. 

Ghani and his supporters continue to 
insist that elections be held as planned, 
arguing that any alternative would be a 
dangerous first step toward abandoning 
the constitution. The president has called 
for a national gathering in April to discuss 
the issue. But election experts warn that 
the political and technical conditions for 
holding polls four months from now are 
tenuous and that the results would likely 
not be trusted. 

“There is no way a credible election can 
be held in July,” said Mohammad Yousuf 
Rasheed, executive director of the Free 
and Fair Election Forum of Afghanistan. 

Rasheed said recent changes in the elec¬ 
tion laws and oversight commissions will 
require more time. But the bigger prob¬ 
lem, he said, is “what the impact of these 
elections would be on the peace process. 

“I don’t care if Mr. Ghani or Mr. X be¬ 
comes the next president,” Rasheed said. 
“What Afghanistan needs most is the guar¬ 
antee of a sustainable peace.” 
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US-backed force takes ISIS encampment in Syria 


By Philip Issa 

Associated Press 

BAGHOUZ, Syria — U.S.- 
backed Syrian forces took control 
Tuesday of an encampment held 
by Islamic State in eastern Syria 
after dozens of militants surren¬ 
dered overnight, a spokesman 
said. A group of suspects involved 
in a January bombing that killed 
four Americans in northern Syria 
were among militants captured by 
the Kurdish-led forces. 

The taking of the ISIS encamp¬ 
ment was a mgjor advance but not 
the final defeat of the group in 
Baghouz, the last village held by 
the extremists where they have 
been holding out for weeks under 
siege, according to Mustafa Bah, 
the spokesman for the Kurdish- 
led force known as the Syrian 
Democratic Forces. 

An unknown number of mili¬ 
tants still clung to a tiny sliver of 
land about 650 feet by 650 feet, 
trapped between the Euphrates 
River and the encampment now 
held by the SDF, officials in the 
force said. 

The militants have been putting 
up a desperate fight, their notori¬ 
ous propaganda machine working 
even on the brink of collapse. On 
Monday, ISIS issued a video show¬ 
ing its militants furiously defend¬ 
ing the encampment, a junkyard 
of wrecked cars, motorcycles and 
tents. In the footage, they shoot 
nonstop with AK-47s and M-16s 
from behind trucks, vehicles and 
sand berms. A group of children 
could be seen at one point amid 
the fighting. 

“My Muslim brothers every¬ 
where, we did our best. The rest 
is up to God,” a fighter said to the 
backdrop of black smoke rising 
from behind him. 

The complete fall of Baghouz 
would mark the end of ISIS’ 
self-declared territorial “caliph¬ 
ate,” which at its height stretched 
across much of Syria and Iraq. For 
the past four years, U.S.-led forces 
have waged a destructive cam¬ 
paign to tear down the “caliphate.” 
But even after Baghouz’s fall, ISIS 
maintains a scattered presence 
and sleeper cells that threaten a 



Aamaq News Agency/AP 


Islamic State fighters carrying the group’s flag inside Baghouz, Syria, in a frame grab from video posted 
online Monday by a media arm of ISIS. 


Bombing: Servicemembers killed were at restaurant 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The servicemembers were 
at a restaurant near a crowded 
market for a meeting with local 
leaders, US. Central Command 
said after the January attack. 
Members of the Manbij Military 
Council, which has controlled 
the city since it was liberated 
from ISIS in mid-2016, were 
also reportedly among the other 
dozen people killed in the blast. 

Kent, who left a husband and 
two sons, was the first female 
US. servicemember killed in 
action since December 2015 
and the first killed in action in 
the anti-ISIS campaign. She was 
a cryptologist and cancer survi¬ 
vor who had lobbied on Capitol 
Hill for new protections for ser¬ 
vicemembers and was slated to 
start a graduate program this 
year. 


Farmer, whose survivors in¬ 
clude his wife and four children, 
had served in the 5th Special 
Forces Group for most of his 
nearly 14-year career and had 
served five combat tours in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. During his 
Army career, he earned awards 
including the Bronze Star Medal 
with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
the Purple Heart, the Army 
Commendation Medal with the 
combat “C” device, the Army 
Commendation medal with two 
Oak Leaf Clusters and a Combat 
Infantry Badge. 

Wirtz, a Navy veteran, is the 
first known Defense Depart¬ 
ment civilian killed in action in 
what has been called Operation 
Inherent Resolve since 2014. 
He spent most of his Navy ca¬ 
reer from 1998 to 2005 assigned 
to the Coronado, Calif-based 
SEAL Team 5, where he spe- 


ciahzed as a sniper. He served 
combat tours in Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan and also deployed to 
locations in Africa, the Philip¬ 
pines and South Korea, accord¬ 
ing to his mother. He joined the 
DIA in 2017 as an operations 
support specialist charged with 
overseeing operations to collect 
human intelligence. He served 
three deployments to the Middle 
East in the role, according to his 
DIA biography. 

Taher was born and raised in 
the Syrian capital of Damascus 
and became a naturalized citi¬ 
zen after she immigrated to the 
United States with her brother 
in 2001. She joined a company 
that provides linguists to the 
U.S. mihtary after studying at 
Georgia State University. 

The Associated Press contributed to 
this report. 


continuing insurgency. 

The battle for Baghouz has 
dragged on for weeks — and the 
encampment has proven a m^or 
battleground, with tents covering 
foxholes and underground tunnels. 


The siege has also been slowed by 
the unexpectedly large number of 
civilians in Baghouz, most of them 
families of ISIS members. Over 
past weeks they have been flow¬ 
ing out, and the sheer number who 


emerged — nearly 30,000 since 
early January, according to Kurd¬ 
ish officials — took the Kurdish- 
led SDF by surprise. 

In the last two weeks, many ISIS 
militants appeared to be among 


those evacuating. But SDF com¬ 
manders have stopped speculat¬ 
ing when the battle might finally 
be over. 

Commanders say they don’t 
know how many more may still 
be left, hiding in tunnels beneath 
the war-scarred village. 

In the seizure Tuesday of the en¬ 
campment, hundreds of wounded 
and sick militants were captured 
and have been evacuated to near¬ 
by military 
hospitals 
for treat¬ 
ment, Bali, 
the SDF 
spokes¬ 
man, said 
in a Twit¬ 
ter post. 
Still, he 
cautioned, 
“this is not 
a victory 
announce¬ 
ment but a 
significant progress in the fight.” 

There were conflicting reports 
from SDF commanders on the 
ground about the extent of the 
ISIS surrender. 

Commander Rustam Hasake 
told The Associated Press that 
SDF forces advanced on four 
fronts Monday night and were in¬ 
side the camp when the last ISIS 
fighters surrendered at dawn. He 
said the last fighters were pushed 
out of the camp and were now 
in an open patch of land by the 
Euphrates River and were being 
processed and detained. It was 
not clear how many there were. 

Another commander, however, 
said some ISIS militants contin¬ 
ue to hold a tiny area in an open 
patch of land in the village out¬ 
side the encampment. 

In an audio posted online Mon¬ 
day, ISIS spokesman Abu Has- 
san al-Muhqjer issued his first 
message in six months, calling 
for revenge attacks by Muslims 
in Western countries in retalia¬ 
tion for the shooting attack on two 
New Zealand mosques that killed 
50 people. He also ridiculed U.S. 
declarations of the defeat of ISIS, 
calling the claim of victory a 
“hallucination.” 


My Muslim 
brothers 
everywhere, 
we did our 
best. The 
rest is up to 
God.' 

ISIS fighter 


Alleged ISIS militant charged in Germany for killings involving US troops 


By Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — German federal prosecutors 
have filed charges against three 
alleged Islamic State members, 
including one man accused of 
killing U.S. soldiers in Iraq years 
ago. 

The first suspect, identified as 
Mohammad Rafea Yassen Y., 28, is 
accused of carrying out 13 attacks 
on Americans with explosives be¬ 
tween 2006 and 2008 and of more 
recent crimes as a member of 
ISIS, including public executions. 
Officials did not release his or the 
other suspects’ last names for pri¬ 
vacy reasons. 

“In two cases, he secured ex¬ 
ecutions at the village square at 
which members of the terror or¬ 


ganization killed children, women 
and men,” German prosecutors 
said of Yassen Y’s involvement in 
ISIS, adding that it began in 2014. 

Before he joined ISIS, the sus¬ 
pect was already involved in the 
resistance. His first attacks were 
carried out near his hometown of 
Rutba, in Iraq’s Anbar province, 
German authorities claimed on 
Monday. That province ranks 
among the deadliest for U.S. and 
allied forces in Iraq since the 
U.S.-led invasion of the country in 
March 2003. 

Among those killed in the at¬ 
tacks were “members of the U.S. 
Army, the local police and civilian 
bystanders,” the federal prosecu¬ 
tor’s office said. The Iraqi suspect 
is beheved to have assembled the 
explosive devices with the help of 
other militants. 


It’s not clear how many Ameri¬ 
can deaths the man is alleged to 
have caused — some 475 troops 
were killed in hostilities in Anbar 
province between 2006 and 2008, 
including nearly 200 reportedly 
killed in incidents involving im¬ 
provised explosive devices, ac¬ 
cording to an analysis of casualty 
data on the website icasualties.org, 
which tracks coalition deaths. 

For example, Sgt. Michael D. 
Rowe, 23, a soldier from New Port 
Richey, Fla., was killed in an lED 
attack near Rutba on March 28, 
2006, the data show. 

Two Marines were also killed in 
hostilities near the town — Lance 
Cpl. Shane P. Harris, 23, was 
killed by enemy fire on Sept. 3, 
2006, and Capt. Kevin Kryst, 27, 
was killed in a mortar attack on 
Dec. 18, 2006. 


Yassen Y. is accused more re¬ 
cently of being an accomplice 
in other killings and war crimes 
after joining ISIS about five years 
ago, though scarce details were 
provided. He acted as a guard and 
used his Kalashnikov assault rifle 
to carry out executions, authori¬ 
ties said. 

The federal prosecutor’s office 
also pressed charges against two 
other Iraqis accused of being ISIS 
members: Muqatil Ahmed Osman 
A., 29, and Hasan Sabbar Khazaal 
K., 27. Osman A. attended mili¬ 
tary training and then partici¬ 
pated in ISIS battles. Khazaal K. 
is believed to have produced and 
distributed propaganda material 
for ISIS. 

“He filmed executions, punish¬ 
ments and missions of the terror 
organization” and forced mem¬ 


bers of the local community in 
Rutba to watch the videos, pros¬ 
ecutors said. 

In 2015, the three left Iraq for 
Germany. They were arrested in 
June 2018 and have been in jail 
since that time. 

Germany’s federal prosecutor’s 
office has for years pressed charg¬ 
es against suspected Islamic radi¬ 
cals accused of committing acts of 
terrorism in other countries. 

The first sentence in a case 
where a foreign combatant was 
tried for having a role in attacks 
on U.S. forces abroad came in 
February 2018, when a German 
court sentenced an Afghan refu¬ 
gee to four years and 10 months in 
jail for carrying out attacks years 
earlier in Afghanistan. 
kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com 
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Funds for US Europe schools, NATO may go to wall 



Branden RAE/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Thomas Pennington talks with 
Spangdahlem Middle School’s Applied Technology class at 
Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, in October. Funds planned for a 
new Spangdahlem Elementary School could be diverted to pay for 
President Donald Trump’s proposed border wall. 


Construction projects in iimbo 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
The U.S. military’s buildup along 
NATO’s eastern flank, stretching 
from the Baltics and Poland down 
to Romania and Bulgaria, could 
be curtailed if the Trump admin¬ 
istration elects to delay or cancel 
scores of planned construction 
projects to fund a border wall. 

The Pentagon on Monday re¬ 
leased a list of $12.9 billion worth 
of projects that could be defund- 
ed in some combination to divert 
$3.6 billion for a wall along the 
US.-Mexico border. The 21-page 
list highlights military projects 
worldwide that had not been 
awarded contracts as of Dec. 31. 

More than $600 million in proj¬ 
ects focused on deterring Rus¬ 
sian aggression in Europe are 
potential targets identified by the 
Pentagon, including ammunition 
depots, fuel storage sites and rail 
network improvements centered 
on speeding the U.S. military’s 
ability to respond to a crisis. 

Retired Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges, 
the former head of U.S. Army 
Europe, said cutting such proj¬ 
ects would be a blow to efforts in 
countering Russia. 

“These projects were selected 
based on a professional assess¬ 
ment of what was most needed 
in order to ensure effective de¬ 
terrence by U.S. forces as part 
of NATO,” Hodges said Tuesday, 
referring to how the projects 
were originally chosen for fund¬ 
ing. “They represent tangible 
manifestations of America’s com¬ 
mitment to Europe and to the alli¬ 
ance — which has, unfortunately, 
been called into question over the 
last couple of years.” 

Long-planned efforts 

In Europe, several school con¬ 
struction projects could be in 
jeopardy, including plans for a 
new, $79 million Spangdahlem 
Elementary School, a $56 million 
Clay Kaserne Elementary School 
in Wiesbaden and a $46.6 mil¬ 
lion new Robinson elementary in 
Stuttgart. 

Other long-planned efforts, 
such as the $43.9 million expan¬ 
sion of the Marine Corps’ head¬ 
quarters in Stuttgart and a $31 
million mission training complex 
in Grafenwoehr — the Army’s 
main training area in Europe — 
also are potentially on the chop¬ 
ping block. 

A Defense Department fact 
sheet said no decisions have yet 
been made and that if the Pen¬ 


tagon’s 2020 budget request is 
enacted on time, no military con¬ 
struction projects would be de¬ 
layed or canceled. 

In Europe, the largest num¬ 
ber of projects is related to the 
military’s ongoing efforts to deter 
Russian aggression through the 
European Deterrence Initiative, 
or EDI. 

While much of that military 
campaign has focused on fund¬ 
ing operations, such as rotating 
armored brigades from the U.S. 
to serve as reinforcements in Eu¬ 
rope, another dimension centers 
on logistics. Since Russia’s 2014 
forced annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula, the United 
States and allies have spent bil¬ 
lions trying to improve infra¬ 
structure that would be needed 
to move forces in response to a 
conflict. 

“I cannot stress enough that 
U.S. (European Command’s) on¬ 
going and future success in im¬ 
plementing and executing these 
strategies (to deter Russia) is only 
possible with Congress’ support, 
especially the sustained fund¬ 
ing of the European Deterrence 
Initiative,” EUCOM commander 
Gen. Curtis M. Scaparrotti told 
lawmakers earlier this month. 

Hodges said beefing up logis¬ 
tics networks is one of the ways 
the U.S. compensates for a small¬ 
er Army presence, which stands 
at roughly 32,000 soldiers on the 
Continent. 

“We could only fill half of a foot¬ 
ball stadium with the number of 
troops we have here (in Europe),” 


Hodges said of the Army’s pres¬ 
ence. “Our deterrence contribu¬ 
tions rely on presence in Europe 
and on prepositioned equipment 
and logistical infrastructure that 
will enable rapid reinforcement.” 

Ammunition depots 

A focal point has been the 
setup of large ammunition de¬ 
pots scattered at strategic loca¬ 
tions in Europe, improvements at 
ports where weaponry would be 
offloaded and at various railroad 
points where gear would likely be 
hauled. 

Also, there are scores of initia¬ 
tives that have been funded but 
for which contracts are yet to be 
rewarded. Some of the biggest 
plans are in Poland, where about 
$145 million is to be spent on am¬ 
munition and fuel storage sites, 
staging areas and rail extensions. 

The Pentagon list also touches 
projects in central and Eastern 
European countries: Hungary, 
Slovakia, Romania and Bulgaria. 
Areas of focus include military 
airfield upgrades and munition 
storage areas. 

In addition to logistics efforts, 
a plan to build a $15 million spe¬ 
cial operations training center in 
Estonia is on the list. In southern 
Europe, $21 million to improve 
port facilities at the U.S. Navy’s 
hub at Rota, Spain, and $47.8 mil¬ 
lion to improve Navy logistics and 
mobility centers in Souda Bay, 
Greece, also are at risk. 

vandiver.john(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @iohn_vandiver 


Following is a list of military con¬ 
struction projects in Europe, the Pa¬ 
cific and the Middle East that have 
not been awarded contracts as of 
Dec. 31 but have been allocated the 
funds to do so. A Defense Depart¬ 
ment fact sheet provided with the list 
says no decisions have been made 
about which projects could lose 
funding. The list also includes proj¬ 
ects exempt from losing funds. 

■ AUSTRALIA 

Darwin — Bulk fuel storage tanks 

■ BAHRAIN 

Bahrain Island — Fleet maintenance 
facility 

■ BELGIUM 

Chievres Air Base — Europe West Dis¬ 
trict superintendent’s office 

■ BULGARIA 

Nevo Selo — ammunition holding area 

■ ESTONIA 

Unspecified — Special operations train¬ 
ing facility 

■ GERMANY 

Baumholder — Special operations joint 
parachute rigging facility 
East Camp Grafenwoehr — Mission 
training complex 

Grafenwoehr — Vehicle maintenance 
shop 

Stuttgart — Commissary 
Garmisch — Garmisch elementary/mid¬ 
dle school addition/modernization 
Kaiserslautern — Kaiserslautern Middle 
School 

Panzer Kaserne — Marine Forces Eu¬ 
rope headquarters modernization and 
expansion 

Sembach — Sembach elementary/mid¬ 
dle school replacement 
Spangdahlem Air Base — Spangdahlem 
Elementary School replacement 
Stuttgart — Robinson Barracks elemen¬ 
tary school replacement 
Weisbaden — Administrative building, 
Clay Kaserne Elementary School 
Wiesbaden Army Airfield — Controlled 
humidity warehouse, hazardous material 
storage building 

■ GUAM 

Joint Region Marianas — Unaccompa¬ 
nied enlisted housing, gym and dining, 
ordnanceoperations, machine-gun range. 
Navy-commercial tie-in hardening, water 
well field, earth-covered magazines 
SATCOM C4I Facility — Munitions stor¬ 
age igloos 

Hayman — Munitions storage igloos, 
roads 

■ HUNGARY 

Kecskemet Air Base — Increase POL 
storage capacity, airfield upgrades, par¬ 
allel taxiway 

■ ITALY 

Sigonella — P-8A taxiway and apron up¬ 
grades, hydrant system 
Vicenza — Vicenza High School 
replacement 

■ JAPAN 

Camp Mctureous — Bechtel Elementary 
School 

Iwakuni — Fuel pier, bulk storage tanks 
Kadena Air Base — Tactical operations 
center, missile magazine, replace muni¬ 
tions structures, truck-unload facilities, 


special operations simulator facility, spe¬ 
cial operations maintenance hangar 
Okinawa — Kubasaki High School 
replacement/renovation 
Sasebo — E.J. King High School 
replacement/renovation 
Torri Commo Station — Special opera¬ 
tions tactical equipment maintenance 
facility 

Yokosuka — Kinnick High School 
Yokota Air Base — CATM Facility, C- 
130J corrosion-control hangar, airfield 
apron, simulator facility, hangar/aircraft 
maintenance unit, hangar/amu, opera¬ 
tions and warehouse facilities 
■JORDAN 

Azraq — Dormitory, airfield pavements, 
cargo marshaling yard facility, revet¬ 
ments/sunshades, ISR shelters 

■ KOREA 

Camp Tango — Command and control 
facility 

Kunsan Air Base — Unmanned aerial 
vehicle hangar 

■ KUWAIT 

Camp Arifjan — Vehicle maintenance 
shop 

■ LUXEMBOURG 

Sanem — Deployable air base system 
storage 

■ MARIANA ISLANDS 

Tinian — Cargo pad with taxiway exten¬ 
sion, maintenance support facility 

■ NORWAY 

Rygge — Construct taxiway, replace/ex¬ 
pand quick-reaction alert pad 

■ POLAND 

Poland — Rail extension and railhead, 
ammunition storage facility, staging 
areas 

Powidz Air Base — Rail extension and 
railhead, bulk fuel storage 

■ QATAR 

Al Udeid —Trans-regional logistics com¬ 
plex, consolidated squadron operations 
facility, flight-line support facilities, per¬ 
sonnel deployment processing facility 

■ ROMANIA 

Mihail Kogalniceanu — Explosives and 
ammo load/unload apron 

■ SLOVAKIA 

Malacky — Airfield upgrades, increase 
POL storage capacity, regional munitions 
storage area 

Sliac Airport — Airfield upgrades 

■ SPAIN 

Rota — Port operations facilities 

■ TURKEY 

Incirlik Air Base — Replace perimeter 
fence, relocate base main access control 
point, dormitory 

■ UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

Al Dhafra — Large aircraft maintenance 
hangar 

■ UNITED KINGDOM 

Royal Air Force Croughton — Main gate 
complex, Croughton elementary/middle/ 
high school replacement, Missile De¬ 
fense Agency 

RAF Fairford — Munitions holding area, 
construct DABS-FEV storage, RC-135 
infrastructure, RC-135 Intel and squad¬ 
ron operations facility, RC-135 runway 
overrun reconfiguration 
RAF Lakenheath — F-35A ADAL con¬ 
ventional munitions MX, F-35A dorm 
RAF Menwith Hill Station — Main gate 
rehabilitation 

Lossiemouth — P-8 Base Improvement 
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Projects: Plan described as ‘reckless,’ ‘irresponsible’ 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Congress dating back to fis¬ 
cal year 2015 that had not been 
awarded contracts as of Dec. 31. 
The projects span the country, 
overseas and every branch of 
military service. A fact sheet pro¬ 
vided with the list states no deci¬ 
sions have been made about which 
projects could lose funding. 

The list was created in response 
to Trump’s Feb. 15 declaration of 
a national emergency, ordering 
the use of up to $3.6 billion in mil¬ 
itary construction funds to build 
a wall there. Since then. Pentagon 
officials have said they are work¬ 
ing to identify projects that can 
be delayed to divert funds to the 
construction of the wall. 

The Defense Department will 
use the following criteria to re¬ 
duce the list to projects that could 
be delayed: It will eliminate proj¬ 
ects that have contracts awarded 
and projects related to housing, 
barracks or dormitories, and it 
will look only at projects with 
award dates after Sept. 30, which 
ends the fiscal year. 

Based on that criteria, Mark 
Cancian, a senior adviser with 
the Washington think tank Cen¬ 
ter for Strategic and International 
Studies, said only about half the 
projects listed are at risk, leaving 
about $6.5 billion to divert to the 
wall. Cancian said he doesn’t see 
this sitting well with lawmakers. 

“They’ve now alerted a large 
number of members of Congress 
that something in their district is 
vulnerable — and therefore, built 
a lot of opposition that’s unneces¬ 
sary,” he said. “They’ve published 
a list... half of which they’ve said 
they’re not going to take,” Can¬ 
cian said Tuesday. 

Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D- 


What President (Donald) Trump is doing is a slap in the face to 
our military that makes our border and the country less secure, f 


Sen.Jack Reed 

D-R.l. 


Ill., released a statement Tuesday 
in response to the list because it 
includes $55 million for military 
facilities in her state. At-risk proj¬ 
ects include a communications fa¬ 
cility at Scott Air Force Base, an 
automated record fire range for 
the Illinois Army National Guard 
in Marseilles and a new crash- 
and-rescue facility in Peoria. 

‘A monumental waste’ 

“This is a reckless and irre¬ 
sponsible proposal that will hurt 
military readiness and under¬ 
mine our ability to respond to real 
national security threats,” she 
said. “To be clear, Donald Trump 
is proposing stealing funding that 
Congress appropriated for criti¬ 
cal national defense projects in 
Illinois and across the country in 
order to fund a vanity project that 
he promised Mexico would pay 
for. This is a monumental waste 
of taxpayer dollars that is down¬ 
right harmful to our nation.” 

The list became a heated topic 
last week during acting Defense 
Secretary Pat Shanahan’s visit 
to Capitol Hill to discuss the pro¬ 
posed Pentagon budget. During a 
Senate Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee hearing Thursday, senators 
— Jack Reed, D-R.L, Tim Kaine, 
D-Va., and Angus King, I-Maine, 
most notably — grilled Shanahan 
about the list. 

At the onset of the hearing, Sha¬ 
nahan said the list was not ready 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Jim Mattis, 
who resigned as Pentagon chief 
three months ago, is returning to 
Stanford University. 

The Hoover Institution at Stan¬ 
ford announced Tuesday that Mat¬ 
tis will join the public pohcy think 
tank to research and write about 
domestic and international secu¬ 
rity policy. He was in the same 
role at Hoover when President 
Donald Trump nominated him to 
be secretary of defense in Decem¬ 
ber 2016. 

Mattis resigned in December 
2018 after a series of pohcy con¬ 
flicts with Trump, capped by the 
president’s decision to pull all US. 
troops out of Syria, a plan he has 
since partially reversed. 

Trump has not yet nominated a 
successor; Pat Shanahan, who was 
the deputy secretary during Mat¬ 
tis’ tenure, has been serving as the 
acting secretary since Jan. 1. 

Mattis, who served more than 40 
years in the Marines before retir¬ 
ing as a four-star general in 2013, 


'i : 


to share, but after further ques¬ 
tioning, he promised Reed that he 
would deliver it by the end of that 
day. That did not happen. 

Later on Thursday, the Senate 
voted to revoke the president’s 
national emergency declara¬ 
tion, sending the bill to Trump’s 
desk. Trump vetoed the bill Fri¬ 
day. Congress now plans to vote 
in each chamber to override the 
veto. House Democrats plan to 
vote March 26. 

Now, with the list in hand, Reed 
said Monday in a statement that 
he hopes Congress will take into 
consideration what is at stake in 
their home states before voting to 
override the president’s veto. 

“What President Trump is 
doing is a slap in the face to our 
military that makes our border 
and the country less secure,” 
said Reed, a US. Military Acad¬ 
emy graduate and former Army 
Ranger. “He is planning to take 
funds from real, effective opera¬ 
tional priorities and needed proj¬ 
ects and divert them to his vanity 
wall. That may help shore up his 
political base, but it could come at 
the expense of our military bases 
and the men and women of our 
armed forces who rely on them. 

Over the weekend, Kaine ques¬ 
tioned whether the plan to deliver 


the list after a Senate vote to re¬ 
buke the president’s emergency 
declaration, which was scheduled 
for Thursday as well, was politi¬ 
cally motivated. 

He further outlined his frustra¬ 
tions on CBS News’ “Face the Na¬ 
tion” on Sunday morning. 

“This is not the secretary of 
defense, in my view, this is the 
White House wanting to hold the 
list back because they worry that 
if senators and House members 
saw the potential projects that 
were going to be ransacked to 
pay for the president’s wall, they 
would lose votes. And I think 
they’re going to try to hide the list 
until that veto override vote oc¬ 
curs in the House and then in the 
Senate,” he said. 

States’ vulnerability 

Cancian said he expects more 
members of Congress to ask ques¬ 
tions about their state’s vulner¬ 
ability. One location that appears 
particularly vulnerable is Puerto 
Rico, where the National Guard 
is still struggling to rebuild from 
Hurricane Maria in 2017. 

Nearly 80 percent of the Army 
National Guard’s $574 million in 
construction funding on the list 
is in this US. territory. Those 
projects include a maneuver area 


training equipment site, a readi¬ 
ness center and a power substa¬ 
tion at Camp Santiago. There are 
similar projects at risk in the Vir¬ 
gin Islands. 

“My guess is that because of 
what’s going on there, it’s been 
very slow to award contracts,” 
Cancian said. 

Final decisions on projects 
won’t happen until the Depart¬ 
ment of Homeland Security pro¬ 
vides the Defense Department 
with the list of border-barrier 
projects that it wants completed. 

Then the military will deter¬ 
mine which ones would support 
the use of the armed forces, ac¬ 
cording to the Pentagon project’s 
list fact sheet. Once that is deter¬ 
mined, the Pentagon will know 
exactly how much it needs to di¬ 
vert from its military construc¬ 
tion budget. 

Pentagon officials have been 
adamant that no projects will be 
canceled, only delayed. Should 
the proposed Defense Depart¬ 
ment budget for fiscal year 2020 
pass on schedule as requested, 
nothing will be delayed, accord¬ 
ing to the fact sheet. 

The Defense Department’s 
$718 billion proposed budget in¬ 
cludes $3.6 billion in an emergen¬ 
cy fund to backfill money taken 
from 2019 construction projects 
for the wall, as well as an ad¬ 
ditional $3.6 billion marked for 
potential new construction at the 
southern border. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Caitlin 
Kenney contributed to this report. 
thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


Mattis returning to 
Stanford University 



had been working as a national se¬ 
curity specialist at Hoover when 
Trump nominated him to lead the 
Pentagon. 

A Hoover announcement said 
Mattis will 
start May 1 
J as the Davies 

^ Family Dis- 

tinguished 
^ * ^ Fellow. The 
announce- 
^■Jjc ment quoted 

3 Mattis as 

. saying he be- 

lieves he has 
—an obligation 
Mattis to pass along 

lessons for 
the benefit of future generations. 

“The wealth of knowledge and 
experience of an already extraor¬ 
dinary career has been made 
even richer by Gen. Mattis’ latest 
endeavor as secretary of defense, 
and we are fortunate to once 
again be beneficiaries of his acu¬ 
men,” said Tom Gilligan, director 
of the Hoover Institution. 
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Source: Officials 
probe development 
of 737 Max jets 


By Hope Yen 
AND Tom Krisher 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — U.S. pros¬ 
ecutors are looking into the devel¬ 
opment of Boeing’s 737 Max jets, 
a person briefed on the matter 
revealed Monday, the same day 
French aviation investigators con¬ 
cluded there were “clear similari¬ 
ties” in the crash of an Ethiopian 
Airlines Max 8 last week and a 
Lion Air jet in October. 

The Justice Department probe 
will examine the way Boeing was 
regulated by the Federal Aviation 
Administration, said the person, 
who asked not to be identified be¬ 
cause the inquiry is not public. 

A federal grand jury in Wash¬ 
ington sent a subpoena to someone 
involved in the plane’s develop¬ 
ment seeking emails, messages 
and other communications, the 
person told The Associated Press. 

The Transportation Depart¬ 
ment’s inspector general is also 
looking into the FAA’s approval of 
the Boeing 737 Max, a U.S. official 
told the AP. The official wasn’t 
authorized to discuss the matter 
publicly and spoke on condition of 
anonymity. The Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal reported on the probe Sunday 
and said the inspector general was 
looking into the plane’s anti-stall 
system. It quotes unidentified 
people familiar with both cases. 

The anti-stall system may have 
been involved in the Oct. 29 crash 
of a Lion Air jet off of Indonesia 
that killed 189 people. It’s also 
under scrutiny in the March 10 
crash of an Ethiopian Airlines jet 
that killed 157. 

The Transportation Depart¬ 
ment’s FAA regulates Chicago- 
based Boeing and is responsible 
for certifying that planes can fly 
safely. 

The grand jury issued its sub¬ 
poena on March 11, one day after 
the Ethopian Airlines crash, ac¬ 
cording to the person who spoke 
to the AP. 

Spokesmen for the Justice De¬ 
partment and the inspector gener¬ 
al said Monday they could neither 


confirm nor deny the existence of 
any inquiries. The FAA would not 
comment. 

“Boeing does not respond to or 
comment on questions concerning 
legal matters, whether internal, 
litigation, or governmental inqui¬ 
ries,” Boeing spokesman Charles 
Bickers said in an email. 

The company late Monday is¬ 
sued an open letter from its CEO, 
Dennis Muilenburg, addressed 
to airlines, passengers and the 
aviation community. Muilenburg 
did not refer to the reports of the 
Justice Department probe, but 
stressed his company is taking 
actions to ensure its 737 Max jets 
are safe. 

Those include an upcoming 
release of a software update and 
related pilot training for the 737 
Max to “address concerns” that 
arose in the aftermath of Octo¬ 
ber’s Lion Air crash, Muilenburg 
said. The planes’ new flight con¬ 
trol software is suspected of play¬ 
ing a role in the crashes. 

The French civil aviation inves¬ 
tigation bureau BEA said Monday 
that black box data from the Ethi¬ 
opian Airlines flight showed the 
links with the Lion Air crash and 
will be used for further study. 

Ethiopian authorities asked 
BEA for help in extracting and 
interpreting the crashed plane’s 
black boxes because Ethiopia 
does not have the necessary ex¬ 
pertise and technology. 

The Ethiopian Accident Inves¬ 
tigation Bureau intends to release 
a preliminary report within 30 
days. 

The United States and many 
other countries have grounded the 
Max 8s and larger Max 9s as Boe¬ 
ing faces the challenge of prov¬ 
ing the jets are safe to fly amid 
suspicions that faulty sensors and 
software contributed to the two 
crashes in less than five months. 

Both planes flew with erratic al¬ 
titude changes that could indicate 
the pilots struggled to control the 
aircraft. Shortly after their take¬ 
offs, both crews tried to return to 
the airports but crashed. 



Gregory Bull/AP 


A model poses among wildflowers in bloom Monday in Lake Elsinore, Calif. About 150,000 people 
flocked to the area over the weekend to see the orange patches of poppies. 


Tens of thousands converge on 
Calif, city for ‘poppy apocalypse’ 


By Amy Taxin and Julie Watson 
Associated Press 

LAKE ELSINORE, Calif. — Like Dorothy in the 
“Wizard of Oz,” the Southern California city of Lake 
Elsinore is being overwhelmed by the power of the 
poppies. 

About 150,000 people over the weekend flocked 
to see this year’s rain-fed flaming orange patches 
of poppies lighting up the hillsides near the city of 
about 60,000 residents, about a 90-minute drive 
from either San Diego or Los Angeles. 

Interstate 15 was a parking lot. People fainted in 
the heat. A dog romping through the fields was bit¬ 
ten by a rattlesnake. 

A vibrant field of poppies lures Dorothy into a 
trap in the “Wizard of Oz” when the wicked witch, 
acknowledging that no one can resist their beauty, 
poisons the wildflowers and she slips into a fatal 
slumber until the good witch reverses the spell. 

Lake Elsinore had tried to prepare for the crush of 
people drawn by the super bloom, a rare occurrence 
that usually happens about once a decade because it 
requires a wet winter and warm temperatures that 
stay above freezing. 

It offered a free shuttle service to the top viewing 
spots, but it wasn’t enough. 

Sunday traffic got so bad that Lake Elsinore of¬ 
ficials requested law enforcement assistance from 
neighboring jurisdictions. At one point, the city 
pulled down the curtain and closed access to poppy- 
blanketed Walker Canyon. 

“It was insane, absolutely insane,” said Mayor 
Steve Manos, who described it as a “poppy 
apocalypse.” 

By Monday the #poppyshutdown announced by 


the city on Twitter was over and the road to the can¬ 
yon was reopened. 

And people were streaming in again. 

Young and old visitors to the Lake Elsinore area 
seemed equally enchanted as they snapped selfies 
against the natural carpet of iridescent orange. 

Stephen Kim and his girlfriend got to Lake El¬ 
sinore before sunrise Sunday to beat the crowds but 
there were already hundreds of people. 

The two wedding photographers hiked on the des¬ 
ignated trails with an engaged couple to do a photo 
shoot with the flowers in the background, but they 
were upset to see so many people going off-trail and 
so much garbage. They picked up as many discard¬ 
ed water bottles as they could carry. 

“You see this beautiful pristine photo of nature but 
then you look to the left and there’s plastic Starbucks 
cups and water bottles on the trail and selfie sticks 
and people having road rage because some people 
were walking slower,” said Kim, 24, of Carlsbad. 

Andy Macuga, honorary mayor of the desert town 
of Borrego Springs, another wildflower hotspot, said 
he feels for Lake Elsinore. 

In 2017, a rain-fed super bloom brought in more 
than a half-million visitors to the town of 3,500. Res¬ 
taurants ran out of food. Gas stations ran out of fuel. 
Traffic backed up on a single road for 20 miles. 

The city is again experiencing a super bloom. 

The crowds are back. Hotels are full. More than 
6,000 people on a recent Saturday stopped at the vis¬ 
itor’s center at the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, 
California’s largest park, with 1,000 square miles. 

“We were completely caught off guard in 2017 be¬ 
cause it was the first time that we had had a flower 
season like this with social media,” Macuga said. “It 
helps now knowing what’s coming.” 


Fish in Ohio river that caught fire in 1969 now OK’d to eat 


Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Fish in 
an Ohio river that became syn¬ 
onymous with pollution when it 
caught fire in 1969 are now safe 
to eat, federal environmental reg¬ 
ulators say. 

The easing of fish consump¬ 
tion restrictions on the Cuyahoga 
River in northeast Ohio was laud¬ 
ed Monday by Republican Gov. 
Mike DeWine as an important 


step toward ultimately delisting 
the river altogether as an area of 
concern. Seven impairments re¬ 
main to be addressed before that 
can happen. 

“This is an example of the prog¬ 
ress that can be achieved when 
you collaborate and dedicate re¬ 
sources to improving the quality 
of water in our state,” DeWine 
said in a statement. “We need to 
continue to invest in our water 
resources so that we can see ad¬ 


ditional improvements.” 

The announcement came as 
DeWine is pushing a state budget 
that includes nearly $1 billion for 
water quality projects aimed at 
cleaning up toxic algae in Lake 
Erie and protecting other lakes 
and rivers throughout the state. 

The Cuyahoga River was al¬ 
ready one of the most polluted 
rivers in the country at the time 
of the fire on June 22, 1969, ac¬ 
cording to the Ohio History Con¬ 


nection. The fire was neither the 
first nor the worst the river had 
experienced. 

But the 1969 fire on the river, 
where industrial waste and sew¬ 
age were regularly dumped, drew 
national media attention that 
made it an instant poster child for 
water pollution at a time when the 
country was becoming more en¬ 
vironmentally aware. 

The U.S. Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency, whose creation 


was inspired by the Cuyahoga 
River fire, gave the thumbs-up 
to easing the fish consumption 
restrictions. 

Regional administrator Cathy 
Stepp called it “a huge step” in 
the agency’s work to improve 
water quality. 

Ohio EPA Director Laurie Ste¬ 
venson said in a statement, “If 
you safely can eat the fish, we 
know that’s a great indication that 
water quality is improving.” 
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FBI probed Cohen long before raid 



San Mateo County (Calif.) 
Sheriff’s Office/AP 


Authorities say former Peruvian 
President Alejandro Toledo, 
who is wanted in connection 
with Latin America's biggest 
g;raft scandal, was arrested in 
California on suspicion of public 
intoxication over the weekend. 

Former leader, 
wanted in Peru, 
detained in US 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Former 
Peruvian President Alejandro To¬ 
ledo, wanted in his home country 
in connection with Latin Ameri¬ 
ca’s biggest graft scandal, was ar¬ 
rested in California on suspicion 
of public intoxication and spent 
the night in jail before being re¬ 
leased Monday, authorities said. 

Toledo is accused of taking 
$20 million in bribes while lead¬ 
ing Peru. He has been living in 
the San Francisco Bay Area, and 
Peruvian authorities have been 
seeking his extradition since 
2017. 

However, the arrest appears 
unlikely to hasten that process. 

Toledo, 72, was arrested after 
officers were called to a restau¬ 
rant in Menlo Park just south of 
San Francisco, said San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office spokes¬ 
woman Rosemerry Blankswade. 
Toledo was drunk and had re¬ 
fused requests to leave the estab¬ 
lishment, she said. 

He was released without charg¬ 
es, which Blankswade said is rou¬ 
tine for most public drunkenness 
arrests. 

Toledo was Peru’s president 
from 2001 to 2006 and developed a 
reputation for partying. Toledo has 
denied reports about drinking. 

Peruvian prosecutors accuse 
Toledo of taking $20 million in 
bribes from Brazilian construc¬ 
tion firm Odebrecht while presi¬ 
dent. He has denied wrongdoing. 

In February 2017, then-Presi- 
dent Pedro Pablo Kuczynski asked 
President Donald Trump to de¬ 
port the ex-Peruvian president. 

Blankswade said the interna¬ 
tional police organization Inter¬ 
pol issued a “warning” to law 
enforcement agencies around the 
world to notify it when Toledo was 
arrested. Interpol officials told 
the San Mateo County Sheriff’s 
Office they had no immediate 
plans to take Toledo into custody. 

Toledo brushed off questions 
about his arrest on suspicion of 
public drunkenness during a 
brief radio interview Monday 
with Peru’s RPP radio. 

“I’m at my home, writing my 
book,” he said when a reporter 
reached him on the phone. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The FBI was 
investigating President Donald 
Trump’s former personal attor¬ 
ney and fixer for nearly a year 
before agents raided his home 
and office, documents released 
Tuesday show. 

The search warrant, while 
heavily redacted, offered new 
details about the federal inquiry 
of Michael Cohen’s business deal¬ 
ings and the FBI raids of his Man¬ 
hattan home and office. 

It shows the federal inquiry 
into Cohen had been going on 
since July 2017 — far longer than 
had previously been known. 

Lanny Davis, an attorney for 
Cohen, said the release of the 
search warrant “furthers his in¬ 
terest in continuing to cooperate 
and providing information and 
the truth about Donald Trump 
and The Trump Organization to 
law enforcement and Congress.” 


Associated Press 

OZARK, Ala. — A truck-driv¬ 
ing preacher accused of killing 
two teenage girls from Alabama 
nearly 20 years ago was found 
with the same genealogy data¬ 
base techniques used to appre¬ 
hend the suspected “Golden State 
Killer” last year. 

Law enforcement interest in 
using genetic genealogy to crack 
cold cases has ballooned since the 
high-profile arrest of a suspect 
in the Cahfornia serial killings, 
who was found by running crime 
scene DNA through a genealogy 
database, said CeCe Moore, chief 
genetic genealogist with Parabon 
NanoLabs. The same company did 
the searches in the Alabama case. 

Trade Hawlett and J.B. Bea¬ 
sley, both 17, disappeared after 
setting off for a party in south¬ 
eastern Alabama on July 31, 
1999. Their bodies were found the 
next day in the trunk of Beasley’s 
Mazda along a road in Ozark, a 
city of 19,000 people about 90 
miles southeast of Montgomery. 
Each had been shot in the head. 

The case sat unsolved for near¬ 
ly two decades until the Golden 
State killer arrest. Ozark Police 
Chief Marios Walker, who said he 
always believed the case could be 
solved, said “let’s try that.” 

Police arrested Coley Mc- 
Craney, 45, of Dothan, on Friday 
after the Alabama crime scene 
sample was analyzed and up¬ 
loaded to GEDMatch, a public ge¬ 
netic database repository where 
more than a million people have 
uploaded profiles from at-home 
ancestry kits. 

“We are looking for second, 
third, fourth cousins and then we 
reverse engineer the family tree 
based on the people who are shar- 


The FBI raided Cohen’s Man¬ 
hattan home and office last April, 
marking the first public sign of 
a criminal investigation that has 
threatened Trump’s presidency 
and netted Cohen a three-year 
prison sentence for tax evasion 
and campaign finance violations. 
The feds, who also scoured Co¬ 
hen’s hotel room and safe deposit 
box, seized more than 4 million 
electronic and paper files in the 
searches, more than a dozen mo¬ 
bile devices and iPads, 20 exter¬ 
nal hard drives, flash drives and 
laptops. 

Both Cohen and Trump cried 
foul over the raids, with Cohen’s 
attorney at the time calling them 
“completely inappropriate and 
unnecessary” and the president 
taking to Twitter to declare that 
“Attorney-client privilege is 
dead!” 

A court-ordered review ulti¬ 
mately found only a fraction of the 
seized material to be privileged. 


ing DNA with that crime scene 
sample,” Moore said. 

The police chief said the ge¬ 
netic genealogy work identified 
a family — which means at least 
one of McCraney’s relatives had 
uploaded information — and 
kinship testing narrowed the po¬ 
tential suspects to a single per¬ 
son. The police chief said they 
obtained DNA from McCraney 
— he did not say how — and the 
state crime lab matched it to the 
DNA from the 1999 crime scene. 

Moore said the company is now 
fielding calls for help in decades- 
old cases as interest grows in this 
technique. Since May, the com¬ 
pany has helped provide law en¬ 
forcement with identifications in 
43 cases, she said. 

She said genetic genealogy can 
help provide answers for families 
who have seen their loved ones’ 
murders go unsolved for years. 

While investigators seeking 


The raids on Cohen were trig¬ 
gered in part by a referral from 
special counsel Robert Mueller, 
who separately is looking into 
Russian interference in the 2016 
U.S. presidential election. 

Tuesday’s release of the search 
warrant came nearly six weeks 
after U.S. District Judge William 
H. Pauley III partially granted a 
request by several media organi¬ 
zations, including The Associated 
Press, that the search warrant be 
made public due to the high pub- 
hc interest in the case. 

The judge acknowledged pros¬ 
ecutors’ concerns that a whole¬ 
sale release of the document 
“would jeopardize an ongoing 
investigation and prejudice the 
privacy rights of uncharged third 
parties,” a ruling that revealed 
prosecutors are still investigat¬ 
ing Cohen’s illegal payments to 
two women to stay silent about al¬ 
leged affairs with Trump. 

The judge ordered prosecutors 


Jay Hare, Dothan (Ala.) Eagle/AP 


new leads in cold cases are in¬ 
trigued, others see red flags. 

“There are huge privacy con¬ 
cerns,” said Jennifer Friedman, 
a public defender in Los Angeles 
who has been involved in cases 
involving DNA since the late 
1980s. She said there are mul¬ 
tiple problems with tying people 
to crimes using family genetic 
information, including that most 
people probably wouldn’t want a 
relative arrested based on their 
DNA sample. 

Moore said she only uses a da¬ 
tabase where people have upload¬ 
ed their information and are told 
it can be used this way. 

David Harrison, McCraney’s 
lawyer, said he’s an outstanding 
member of the community and a 
married man with children and 
grandchildren. He’s been a truck 
driver and had his own church 
where he preached as recently as 
three weeks ago, Harrison said. 


to redact Cohen’s personal infor¬ 
mation and details in the warrant 
that refer to ongoing investiga¬ 
tions and several third parties 
who have cooperated with the 
inquiry. But he authorized the 
release of details in the warrant 
that relate to Cohen’s tax evasion 
and false statements to financial 
institutions charges, along with 
Cohen’s conduct that did not re¬ 
sult in criminal charges. 

Cohen pleaded guilty last sum¬ 
mer to failing to report more than 
$4 million in income to the IRS, 
making false statements to finan¬ 
cial institutions and campaign fi¬ 
nance violations stemming from 
the hush-money payments he ar¬ 
ranged for porn actress Stormy 
Daniels and former Playboy 
model Karen McDougal. Cohen 
implicated Trump in his guilty 
plea, saying the president di¬ 
rected him to make the payments 
during his 2016 campaign. 


SEC counters 
Musk defense 

Associated Press 

DETROIT — U.S. securities 
regulators countered Tesla CEO 
Elon Musk’s contempt-of-court 
defense Monday night, writing in 
court papers that he brazenly dis¬ 
regarded a federal judge’s order 
and that one of his arguments 
“borders on the ridiculous.” 

Lawyers for the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, in a re¬ 
sponse to Musk, wrote that when 
the contempt motion was filed in 
February, Musk had not had a 
single tweet approved by a com¬ 
pany lawyer, 
violating a 
requirement 
of a court- 
approved 
settlement 
order. 

The Octo¬ 
ber securi¬ 
ties fraud 
settlement 
stemmed 
from tweets 
by Musk in 
August about having the money 
to take Tesla private at $420 per 
share. But he didn’t have funding 
secured. Tesla and Musk each 
had to pay $20 million in fines and 
Musk was removed as chairman. 

SEC lawyers wrote in a re¬ 
sponse to Musk’s defense that he 
interprets the settlement order 
as not requiring pre-approval 
unless Musk decides the tweets 
are meaningful to investors. The 
agency said Musk’s argument 
that tweeting about car produc¬ 
tion forecasts on Feb. 19 wasn’t 
material information is nearly 
ridiculous. 

“His interpretation is inconsis¬ 
tent with the plain terms of this 
court’s order and renders its pre¬ 
approval requirement meaning¬ 
less,” the lawyers wrote. 

U.S. District Judge Alison Na¬ 
than in Manhattan will decide if 
Musk is in contempt. 


High-profile arrest led Ala. 
police to genealogy testing 



Ozark, Ala., Police Chief Marios Walker on Monday announces the 
arrest of Coley McCraney in connection with the 1999 slayings of 
teens J.B. Beasley and Trade Hawlett. 



Musk 
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Supreme Court set for case on racial bias 


By Jeff Amy 
AND Mark Sherman 

Associated Press 

JACKSON, Miss. — Curtis Flowers has 
been jailed in Mississippi for 22 years, 
even as prosecutors couldn’t get a murder 
conviction against him to stick through 
five trials. 

Three convictions were tossed out, and 
two other juries couldn’t reach unanimous 
verdicts. 

This week, the Supreme Court will con¬ 
sider whether his conviction and death 
sentence in a sixth trial should stand or be 
overturned for a familiar reason: because 
prosecutors improperly kept blacks off the 
jury. 

The justices on Wednesday will examine 
whether District Attorney Doug Evans’ 
history of excluding black jurors should fig¬ 
ure in determining if Evans again crossed 
a line when he struck five blacks from the 
jury that most recently convicted Flowers 
of killing four people. 

In overturning Flowers’ third convic¬ 
tion, the Mississippi Supreme Court called 
Evans’ exclusion of 15 black prospective 
jurors “as strong a prima facie case of 
racial discrimination as we have seen” in 
challenges to jury composition. This time 
around, though, the state’s high court has 
twice rejected Flowers’ claims, even after 


being ordered by the U.S. Supreme Court 
to take another look. 

Wednesday’s arguments at the high 
court are the latest stop on a twisting path 
that began July 16,1996. That’s when four 
people were found dead inside Tardy Fur¬ 
niture in downtown Winona. 

Shot in the head 
were owner Bertha 
Tardy, 59, and three 
employees — Carmen 
Rigby, 45; Robert 
Golden, 42; and Der¬ 
rick “Bobo” Stewart, 

16. 

It was months be¬ 
fore officials arrested 
and charged Flowers 
for the murder. Pros¬ 
ecutors say Flowers 
was a disgruntled former employee who 
sought revenge against Tardy because she 
fired him and withheld most of his pay to 
cover the cost of merchandise he damaged. 
Nearly $300 was found missing after the 
killings. 

Defense lawyers say witness statements 
and physical evidence against Flowers are 
too weak to convict him. A jailhouse infor¬ 
mant who claimed Flowers had confessed 
to him recanted in recorded telephone con¬ 
versations with American Pubhc Media’s 
“In the Dark” podcast. There’s a separate 



Flowers 


appeal pending in state court questioning 
Flowers’ actual guilt, citing in part evidence 
that reporters for “In the Dark” detailed. 

Flowers, now 48, has been imprisoned 
at the Mississippi State Penitentiary at 
Parchman since 1997, following his first 
conviction. That and two subsequent con¬ 
victions were overturned by the Missis¬ 
sippi Supreme Court. Then two hung juries 
couldn’t reach verdicts. Finally, Evans won 
conviction in Flowers’ sixth trial, in 2010, 
the case at issue here. 

The first two cases were overturned in 
part because Evans impermissibly intro¬ 
duced evidence relating to all four deaths 
in cases where Flowers was on trial for 
killing only one person. In the second trial, 
Evans got into trouble for striking black 
jurors, with a judge overruling one of the 
strikes. Then, the state Supreme Court 
overturned the third verdict, again citing 
racial bias in removing jurors. 

Lawyers for Flowers argue the guilty 
verdict from the sixth trial should be tossed 
for the same reason, noting Evans has over¬ 
whelmingly used his ability to strike indi¬ 
vidual jurors to remove black people. 

“Mr. Evans has a history of keeping black 
folks off the jury ... so he can guarantee 
himself a victory, pretty much,” said Ray 
Charles Carter, who represented Flowers 
in his last four criminal trials. 

A spokeswoman for Attorney General 


Jim Hood’s office declined to comment. 
Evans did not reply Monday to a request 
for comment. 

In the course of selecting a jury, lawyers 
question potential jurors and first try to 
weed out people for specific reasons includ¬ 
ing unwillingness to impose a death sen¬ 
tence or personal relationships with people 
involved in the case. Both sides also can ex¬ 
cuse a juror merely because of a suspicion 
that a particular person would vote against 
their client. Those are called peremptory 
strikes, and they have been the focus of the 
complaints about discrimination. 

Evans has removed black jurors at 4.5 
times the rate that he struck white jurors, 
according to an “In the Dark” analysis of 
6,700 jurors in 225 trials over 26 years. 

The U.S. Supreme Court tried to stamp 
out discrimination in the composition of 
juries in Batson v. Kentucky in 1986. The 
court ruled then that jurors couldn’t be ex¬ 
cused from service because of their race and 
set up a system by which trial judges could 
evaluate claims of discrimination and the 
race-neutral explanations by prosecutors. 

Justice Thurgood Marshall, who had 
been the nation’s pre-eminent civil rights 
attorney, was part of the Batson case 
m^ority, but he said the only way to end 
discrimination in jury selection was to 
eliminate peremptory strikes. 


Suspect in hit on 
mob boss flashes 
pro-Trump slogans 

By Wayne Parry 

Associated Press 

TOMS RIVER, N.J. — The man charged with 
killing the reputed boss of the Gambino crime fami¬ 
ly wrote pro-Donald Trump slogans on his hand and 
flashed them to journalists before a court hearing 
Monday. 

Anthony Comello, 24, was arrested Saturday in 
New Jersey in the death of Francesco “Franky Boy” 
Cali last week in front of his Staten Island home. 

While waiting for a court hearing to begin in Toms 
River, N.J., in which he agreed to be extradited to 
New York, Comello held up his left hand. 

On it were scrawled pro-Trump slogans includ¬ 
ing “MAGA Forever,” an abbreviation of Trump’s 
campaign slogan “Make America Great Again.” It 
also read “United We Stand MAGA” and “Patriots 
In Charge.” In the center of his palm he had drawn 
a large circle. It was not immediately clear why he 
had done so. 

Comello’s lawyer, Brian Neary, would not discuss 
the writing on his client’s hand, nor would he say 
whether Comello maintains his innocence. Asked 
by reporters after the hearing what was on Come¬ 
llo’s hand, Neary replied, “Handcuffs.” 

He referred all other questions to Comello’s 
Manhattan lawyer, Robert Gottlieb, who said in 
an emailed statement his client has been placed in 
protective custody due to “serious threats” that had 
been made against him, but gave no details of them. 
Ocean County officials could not immediately be 
reached after hours on Monday. 

“Mr. Comello’s family and friends simply cannot 
believe what they have been told,” Gottlieb said. 
“There is something very wrong here, and we will 
get to the truth about what happened as quickly as 
possible.” 

The statement did not address the writing on 
Comello’s hand, and a lawyer from Gottlieb’s firm 
declined to comment further Monday evening. 

Comello sat with a slight smile in the jury box 
of the courtroom Monday afternoon as dozens of 
reporters and photographers filed into the room. 



Seth Wenig/AP 


Anthony Comello displays writing on his hand that 
includes pro-Donald Trump slogans during his 
extradition hearing Monday in Toms River, N.J. 

When they were in place, Comello held up his left 
hand to display the writings as the click and whirr of 
camera lenses filled the room with sound. 

During the hearing, Comello did not speak other 
than to say, “Yes, sir” to the judge to respond to sev¬ 
eral procedural questions. 

Cali, 53, was shot to death last Wednesday by a 
gunman who may have crashed his truck into Cali’s 
car to lure him outside. Police said Cali was shot 10 
times. 

Federal prosecutors referred to Cali in court fil¬ 
ings in 2014 as the underboss of the Mafia’s Gam¬ 
bino family, once one of the country’s most powerful 
crime organizations. News accounts since 2015 said 
Cali had ascended to the top spot, though he was 
never charged with leading the gang. 

Police have not yet said whether they believe Ca¬ 
li’s murder was a mob hit or whether he was killed 
for some other motive. 


Mississippi bishop: 
‘Deeply sorry’ for 
cler^ sex abuse 


By Emily Wagster Pettus 
Associated Press 

JACKSON, Miss. — A Catholic 
diocese in Mississippi is releas¬ 
ing names of clergy members it 
says have been credibly accused 
of sexual abuse. 

Bishop Joseph Kopacz said the 
Diocese of Jackson was publish¬ 
ing the list Tuesday on its web¬ 
site. It’s part of the international 
reckoning of clergy abuse allega¬ 
tions that have shaken the Catho¬ 
lic church. 

The Jackson bishop said in a 
letter released Monday that he is 
“truly, deeply sorry” for the pain 
caused by those on the list. 

“The crime of abuse of any 
kind is a sin, but the abuse of 
children and vulnerable adults 
is especially egregious,” Kopacz 
wrote. “First and foremost, it is a 
sin against the innocent victims, 
but also a sin against the Church 
and our communities. It is a sin 
that cries out for justice.” 

The bishop said he encourages 
anyone who has been sexually 
abused by a clergy member or 
church employee to come for¬ 
ward. He wrote that the diocese 
has a legal duty to report the cases 
to law enforcement, and “helping 
victims find healing and whole¬ 
ness is our moral imperative.” 

He also said the church is tak¬ 
ing steps to prevent abuse, in¬ 
cluding screening and educating 
employees and volunteers. 

The Diocese of Jackson en¬ 


compasses 65 of Mississippi’s 82 
counties and has about 48,000 
registered Catholics. 

In January, the only other 
Catholic diocese in Mississippi, 
the Diocese of Biloxi, released 
the names of three clergy mem¬ 
bers it said had been credibly 
accused of sexual misconduct 
against minors since the diocese 
was founded in 1977. It said all 
three were prohibited from the 
ministry and allegations were re¬ 
ported to authorities. 

One was accused in 2015 of 
misconduct with an adolescent 
boy in Laurel, and the Biloxi Dio¬ 
cese said he is serving a 10-year 
prison sentence. Another was ac¬ 
cused of misconduct with an ado¬ 
lescent girl in Biloxi during the 
mid-1980s; the third, with adoles¬ 
cent girls in Biloxi in 1989. 

A grand jury investigation in 
Pennsylvania last year identified 
nearly 300 “predator priests” 
going back nearly 70 years, and it 
accused Roman Catholic church 
leaders of covering up the abuse. 
The Associated Press reported 
that in the final four months of 
2018, Roman Catholic dioceses in 
the United States released names 
of more than 1,000 priests and 
others accused of sexually abus¬ 
ing children. 

More information has been 
released since then. In January, 
14 Catholic dioceses in Texas 
identified 286 priests and oth¬ 
ers accused of sexually abusing 
children. 
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Analysis shows 
heat breaks more 
records than cold 



John Locher/AP 


Andrew Morales wipes sweat from his face while taking a break from his devil costume in Las Vegas as 
the western region of the U.S. experienced record heat in July 2015. 


By Seth Borenstein 
AND Nicky Forster 

Associated Press 

Over the past 20 years, Ameri¬ 
cans have been twice as likely to 
sweat through record-breaking 
heat as to shiver through record¬ 
setting cold, a new Associated 
Press data analysis shows. 

The AP looked at 424 weather 
stations throughout the Lower 48 
states that had consistent tem¬ 
perature records since 1920 and 
counted how many times daily 
hot-temperature records were 
tied or broken and how many 
daily cold records were set. In 
a stable climate, the numbers 
should be roughly equal. 

Since 1999, the ratio has been 
two warm records set or broken 
for every cold one. In 16 of the 
last 20 years, there have been 
more daily high-temperature re¬ 
cords than low. 

The AP shared the data analy¬ 
sis with several climate and data 
scientists, who all said the conclu¬ 
sion was correct, consistent with 
scientific, peer-reviewed litera¬ 
ture and showed a clear sign of 
human-caused climate change. 

NY mulls 
addiction 
treatment 
in lockups 

By David Klepper 

Associated Press 

POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 

— Laura Levine says she never 
smoked a cigarette or touched a 
drink until age 35. Then the moth¬ 
er of five tried heroin, and she was 
hooked. 

After some brushes with the 
law — petty larceny to support 
her habit — she was booked into 
Nassau County, N.Y., jail and 
withdrawal started kicking in. As 
the nausea, shaking and sweating 
grew worse, she began pleading 
with guards for help. 

“They kind of laughed and said, 
‘You’ll be fine. Nobody dies from 
heroin withdrawal,’” said Levine, 
who is in recovery and now works 
to help others struggling with opi¬ 
oids. “I would rather give birth to 
all five of my children again with¬ 
out medication than go through 
withdrawal again.” 

More help for people like 
Levine could be on the way, as 
lawmakers in New York are con- 


They pointed out that trends over 
decades are more robust than 
over single years. 

The analysis stopped with data 
through 2018. However, the first 
two months of 2019 are show¬ 
ing twice as many cold records 
as hot ones. That’s temporary, 
and trends are over years and 
decades, not months, said Na¬ 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration climate monitor¬ 
ing chief Deke Arndt. 

“We are in a period of sustained 
and significant warming and — 
over the long run — will continue 
to explore and break the warm end 
of the spectrum much more than 
the cold end,” Arndt said. 

Former Weather Channel me¬ 
teorologist Guy Walton, who has 
been studying hot and cold ex¬ 
treme records since 2000, said 
the trend is unmistakable. 

“You are getting more ex¬ 
tremes,” he said. “Your chances 
for getting more dangerous ex¬ 
tremes are going up with time.” 

No place has seen the trend 
more clearly than the South¬ 
ern California city of Pasadena, 
where more than 19 years went 
by between cold records being 


sidering a measure to make med¬ 
ication-assisted treatment such 
as methadone or suboxone avail¬ 
able to all prison and jail inmates 
struggling with opioid addiction. 

States across the country are 
considering similar approaches 
amid research that shows that 
the drugs, along with behavior 
therapy, can help addicts reduce 
the withdrawal symptoms and 
cravings that drive many addicts 
to relapse. 

Federal statistics suggest 
more than half of all inmates in 


broken. On Feb. 23, Pasadena set 
a low-temperature record, its first 
since June 5,1999. 

Vermont native Paul Wennberg 
felt it. He moved to Pasadena in 
1998 just before the dearth of 
cold records. 

“Even with the local cold we 
had this past month, it’s very no¬ 
ticeable,” said Wennberg, a Cali¬ 
fornia Institute of Technology 
atmospheric sciences professor. 
“It’s just been ever warmer.” 

In between the two cold-record 
days, Pasadena set 145 hot re¬ 
cords. That includes an all-time 
high of 113 degrees last year. 

“Last year was unbelievable 


Bebeto Matthews/AP 


State prisons nationwide have a 
substance-abuse problem. New 
York officials say that percentage 
could be as high as 80 percent in 
state and local lockups, which at 
any given time have about 77,000 
inmates. 

“It makes no sense that people 
who have a public health issue 
don’t have access to medicine,” 
said Jasmine Budnella, drug pol¬ 
icy coordinator at VOCAL-NY, a 
group that advocates on behalf of 
low-income New Yorkers on such 
issues as criminal justice, drug 
policy and homelessness. 


here,” Wennberg said. “The tops 
of a lot of the hedges, they essen¬ 
tially melted.” 

Scientists often talked about 
human-caused global warming in 
terms of average temperatures, 
but that’s not what costs money 
or sends people to the hospital. 
A study this month found that in 
just 22 states, about 36,000 people 
on average go to the hospital be¬ 
cause of excessive summer heat. 

“The extremes affect our 
lives,” Arndt said, adding that 
they are expensive, with hospital 
stays, rising energy bills and crop 
losses. 

National Center for Atmospher- 


By Audrey McAvoy 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Hawaii would 
be the first state in the U.S. to ban 
most plastics at restaurants under 
legislation that aims to cut down 
on waste that pollutes the ocean. 

Dozens of cities across the 
country have banned plastic 
foam containers, but Hawaii’s 
measure would make it the first 
to do so statewide. The liberal 
state has a history of prioritizing 
the environment — it has man¬ 
dated renewable energy use and 
prohibited sunscreen ingredients 
that harm coral. 

A second, more ambitious pro¬ 
posal would go even farther and 
prohibit fast-food and full-service 
restaurants from distributing 
and using plastic drink bottles, 
utensils, stirring sticks, bags and 
straws. 

The Hawaii efforts would be 
stricter than those in California, 
which last year became the first 
state to ban full-service restau¬ 
rants from automatically giving 
out plastic straws, and broader 
than in Seattle, San Francisco 
and other cities that have banned 
some single-use plastics. 

Activists believe the foam 
container measure has a better 
chance of passing in Hawaii. 


ic Research climate scientist 
Gerald Meehl, who has published 
peer-reviewed papers on the ris¬ 
ing hot-to-cold ratio, said people 
pay more attention to climate 
when records are broken. 

The AP counted daily records 
across 424 stations starting in 
1920 and ending in 2018. The 
AP considered only daily — not 
all-time — high maximum tem¬ 
peratures and low minimum 
temperatures and used only sta¬ 
tions with minimal missing data. 
Temperatures that tied previous 
records were counted in addition 
to temperatures that broke previ¬ 
ous records. 


“We have this reputation of set¬ 
ting the example for the world to 
follow, and that’s what we’re try¬ 
ing to do here,” state Sen. Mike 
Gabbard, lead author of the more 
ambitious measure, said to the 
Senate. “Our state can once again 
take the lead in protecting our 
environment.” 

Gabbard, father of Democratic 
presidential candidate and U.S. 
Rep. Tulsi Gabbard, said 95 per¬ 
cent of plastic packaging world¬ 
wide is thrown out after being 
used once. In the US., 500 mil¬ 
lion plastic straws are used and 
thrown out every day, he said. 

Discarded, slow-to-degrade 
plastic is showing up at sea, as in a 
massive gyre northeast of the Ha¬ 
waiian islands, and on beaches. 

Plastics also contribute to cli¬ 
mate change because oil is used 
to make them, said Stuart Cole¬ 
man, Hawaii manager for the 
Surfrider Foundation. 

Eric S.S. Wong, co-owner of two 
fast-food establishments on Oahu, 
said not being able to serve food 
in plastic foam containers would 
drive up his costs at a time when 
he faces rising health insurance 
charges for his employees and a 
possible minimum wage hike that 
lawmakers also are considering. 

He said he’ll have to raise 
prices. 



Laura Levine, who is a former heroin addict, now works with VOCAL- 
NY, an organization that helps addicts, in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
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New Zealand PM: No notoriety for gnnman 



Vincent Thian/AP 


A policeman stands guard Tuesday in front of the Al Noor mosque in 
Christchurch, New Zealand, where a gunman killed 50 people. 


By Kristen Gelineau 
AND Juliet Williams 

Associated Press 

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zea¬ 
land — New Zealand’s prime 
minister declared Tuesday she 
would do everything in her power 
to deny the accused mosque gun¬ 
man a platform for elevating his 
white supremacist views after the 
man dismissed his lawyer and 
opted to represent himself at his 
trial in the killings of 50 people. 

“I agree that it is absolutely 
something that we need to ac¬ 
knowledge, and do what we can 
to prevent the notoriety that this 
individual seeks,” Prime Minis¬ 
ter Jacinda Ardem told report¬ 
ers. “He obviously had a range 
of reasons for committing this 
atrocious terrorist attack. Lifting 
his profile was one of them. And 
that’s something that we can ab¬ 
solutely deny him.” 

She demurred about whether 
she wanted the trial to occur be¬ 
hind closed doors, saying that 
was not her decision to make. 

“One thing I can assure you 
— you won’t hear me speak his 
name,” she said. 

Later, in a passionate speech to 
Parliament, she urged the public 
to follow her lead and to avoid 
giving the gunman the fame he so 
obviously craves. 

“I implore you: Speak the 
names of those who were lost, 
rather than the name of the man 
who took them,” she said. “He 
may have sought notoriety, but 


we in New Zealand will give him 
nothing, not even his name.” 

The shooter’s desire for atten¬ 
tion was made clear in a manifesto 
sent to Ardern’s office and others 
before Friday’s massacre and by 
his livestreamed footage of his at¬ 
tack on the Al Noor mosque. 

The video prompted wide¬ 
spread revulsion and condemna¬ 
tion. Facebook said it removed 
1.5 million versions of the video 
during the first 24 hours, but Ar- 
dern expressed frustration that 
the footage remained online four 
days later. 

“We have been in contact with 
Facebook; they have given us up¬ 


dates on their efforts to have it re¬ 
moved, but as I say, it’s our view 
that it cannot — should not — be 
distributed, available, able to be 
viewed,” she said. “It is horren¬ 
dous, and while they’ve given us 
those assurances, ultimately the 
responsibility does sit with them.” 

Arden said she had received 
“some communication” from 
Facebook Chief Operating Offi¬ 
cer Sheryl Sandberg on the issue. 
The prime minister has also spo¬ 
ken with British Prime Minister 
Theresa May about the impor¬ 
tance of a global effort to clamp 
down on the distribution of such 
material. 


Australian Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison also urged world 
leaders to crack down on social 
media companies that broadcast 
terrorist attacks. Morrison said 
he had written to G-20 chairman 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe calling for agreement on 
“clear consequences” for compa¬ 
nies whose platforms are used to 
facilitate and normalize horrific 
acts. 

Lawyer Richard Peters, who 
was assigned to represent Bren- 
ton Harrison Tarrant at his initial 
court appearance on Saturday, 
told the New Zealand Herald that 
Tarrant dismissed him that day. 

A judge ordered Tarrant to re¬ 
turn to New Zealand’s High Court 
on April 5 for his next hearing 
on one count of murder, though 
he is expected to face additional 
charges. The 28-year-old Austra¬ 
lian is being held in isolation in a 
Christchurch jail. 

“He seemed quite clear and 
lucid, whereas this may seem 
like very irrational behavior,” 
Peters told the newspaper. “He 
didn’t appear to me to be facing 
any challenges or mental impair¬ 
ment, other than holding fairly 
extreme views.” 

Peters did not return a call 
from The Associated Press on 
Tuesday. 

Peters told the paper that Tar¬ 
rant didn’t tell him why he want¬ 
ed to represent himself He said 
a judge could order a lawyer to 
assist Tarrant at a trial, but that 
Tarrant would likely be unsuc¬ 


cessful in trying to use it as a 
platform to put forward any ex¬ 
tremist views. 

Under New Zealand law, a trial 
is “to determine innocence or 
guilt,” Peters said. “The court is 
not going to be very sympathetic 
to him if he wants to use the trial 
to express his own views.” 

Ardern previously has said her 
Cabinet had agreed in principle 
on tightening gun restrictions in 
New Zealand and those reforms 
would be announced next week. 
She also had announced an in¬ 
quiry into the intelligence and se¬ 
curity services’ failures to detect 
the risk from the attacker or his 
plans. There have been concerns 
intelligence agencies were overly 
focused on the Muslim commu¬ 
nity in detecting and preventing 
security risks. 

New Zealand’s international spy 
agency, the Government Commu¬ 
nications Security Bureau, con¬ 
firmed it had not received any 
relevant information or intelli¬ 
gence ahead of the shootings. 

In Parliament on Tuesday, Ar¬ 
dem said there are justified ques¬ 
tions and anger about how the 
attack could have happened in a 
place that prides itself on being 
open, peaceful and diverse. 

“There are many questions 
that need to be answered, and 
the assurance that I give you is 
that they will be,” she said. “We 
will examine what we did know, 
could have known or should have 
known. We cannot allow this to 
happen again.” 


Dutch prosecutors eye terrorism motive in tram shooting 



Foto de Volkskrant/AP 

Gokmen Tanis is led away by police in Utrecht, Netherlands, on Monday after a shooting incident. 


By Aleksander Furtula 
AND Mike Corder 

Associated Press 

UTRECHT, Netherlands —In¬ 
vestigators probing the deadly 
tram shooting in the Dutch city 
of Utrecht sharpened their focus 
Tuesday on a possible extremist 
motive, as judicial authorities re¬ 
vealed that the main suspect was 
released from jail this month and 
faces a rape trial in July. 

The nature of the Monday’s 
attack and a note found in a sus¬ 
pected getaway car suggest a pos¬ 
sible terror motive, prosecutors 
said in a statement, but they add 
that other possible reasons also 
are being investigated. 

“Based on the letter, we think 
he had a terroristic motive,” po¬ 
lice spokesman Joost Lanshage 
told The Associated Press. He de¬ 
clined to elaborate. 

Speaking in parliament, anti- 
Islam lawmaker Geert Wilders 
said the note expressed sup¬ 
port for the suspect’s “Muslim 
brothers.” 

Prosecutors also said that in¬ 
vestigations so far have not es¬ 
tablished any relationship at 
all between the main suspect, 
Gokmen Tanis, and the shooting 
victims. 

Three people died: a 19-year- 
old woman from the neighboring 


town of Vianen, and two men aged 
28 and 49 from Utrecht. 

Three others were seriously 
wounded and four more suf¬ 
fered minor injuries, according to 
prosecutors. 

Tanis, a 37-year-old man of 
Turkish descent, was being held 


on suspicion of “manslaughter 
with terrorist intent.” 

He was arrested Monday eve¬ 
ning after an hours-long manhunt 
that nearly paralyzed the Nether¬ 
lands’ fourth-largest city and sent 
shockwaves through the nation. 
Police recovered a weapon when 


they arrested him. 

In an unusual step, judicial 
authorities released details of 
Tanis’ criminal past, and said he 
was released from jail on March 
1 and faces trial in July on a rape 
charge. A court had approved his 
release after he pledged to coop¬ 


erate with authorities. 

In the past, he was acquitted of 
manslaughter but convicted of il¬ 
legal possession of a weapon and 
theft. 

Wilders called on Justice Min¬ 
ister Ferd Grapperhaus to resign, 
saying that Tanis shouldn’t have 
been released from jail. 

“You are politically responsible 
for this,” Wilders said during a 
parliamentary debate. “You have 
to resign, get out of here.” 

Police spokesman Martin de 
Wit said that three people — the 
alleged shooter and two others 
whose involvement was being in¬ 
vestigated — were in custody fol¬ 
lowing Monday’s attack. 

Prosecutors were questioning 
all three suspects and it wasn’t 
clear when Tanis would be 
brought before an investigating 
judge. 

Such hearings are generally 
held to request suspects are de¬ 
tained for longer pending further 
investigations. 

Dutch and Turkish media cit¬ 
ing his neighbors in Utrecht have 
speculated that the shooting may 
have been linked to a relationship, 
but that appears increasingly un¬ 
likely after prosecutors said none 
of the victims were known to the 
main suspect. 
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Floods endanger thousands in Africa 



Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi/AP 


A man stands on the edge of a collapsed bridge in Chimanimani, about 600 kilometers southeast 
of Harare, Zimbabwe, on Monday. Continued rain is causing floodwaters to rise in Mozambique, 
endangering thousands of famiiies. 


Brussels area close to 
EU reopened after alert 

BRUSSELS — Police in Brus¬ 
sels reopened a street close to the 
European Union headquarters 
after a bomb threat was sent to a 
company linked to the EU 

Police spokeswoman Use Van 
de Keere said a “telephone bomb 
threat” temporarily forced the 
evacuation of some 40 people 
from a building close to the EU 
Commission on Tuesday. Police 
sealed off the street and had it 
checked for explosives but re¬ 
opened it after a thorough check 
with sniffer dogs. 

Officials said the company was 
a consulting office linked to the 
EU’s executive commission but 
did not name it. 

Merkel rejects criticism 
of defense spending 

BERLIN — Chancellor An¬ 
gela Merkel is rejecting criticism 
of Germany’s defense spending 
amid suggestions it might decline 
after next year that have angered 
the US. 

The finance minister’s budget 
plan reportedly foresees Germa¬ 
ny’s defense spending rising to 
1.37 percent of national income 
in 2020, then declining to 1.25 
percent by 2023. NATO countries 
have pledged to move toward 
spending 2 percent of GDP on de¬ 
fense. Merkel’s government has 
pledged to increase spending to 
1.5 percent by 2024. 

Merkel said Tuesday defense 
spending has increased as a share 
of GDP even as the economy has 
grown. She said long-term budget 
plans contain “minimal data,” 
and actual spending has always 
been revised upward. 

Orangutan mom blinded 
by air gun pellets 

SIBOLANGIT, Indonesia — An 
orangutan mother has been blind¬ 
ed after being shot with at least 
74 air gun pellets on Indonesia’s 
Sumatra island, where threats 
to the endangered species have 
increased as the palm oil and 
paper industries shrink its jungle 
habitat. 

An X-ray showed at least 74 air 
gun pellets in her body, includ¬ 
ing four in her left eye and two 
in the right, said veterinarian 
Yenny Saraswati with the Suma¬ 
tran Orangutan Conservation 
Program. 

The great ape, named Hope 
by her rescuers, also had several 
wounds believed to have been 
caused by sharp objects, she said 
Monday. Hope also was recover¬ 
ing from surgery to repair a bro¬ 
ken collarbone. 

Villagers spotted the severely 
wounded orangutan in a farm 
in Aceh province’s Subulus- 
salam district last week with her 
month-old baby, which was criti¬ 
cally malnourished, said Sapto 
Aji Prabowo, who heads the Aceh 
provincial conservation agency. 

The baby died as rescuers 
rushed the pair to a clinic in 
neighboring North Sumatra prov¬ 
ince’s Sibolangit district. 

The orangutan conservation 
program said the use of readily 
available air guns to shoot and kill 
wildlife, including orangutans, is 
a m^or problem in Indonesia. 

From The Associated Press 


By Andrew Meldrum 
Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — Rapidly 
rising floodwaters have created 
“an inland ocean” in Mozambique 
endangering scores of thousands 
of families as aid organizations 
scramble to rescue and provide 
food to survivors of Cyclone Idai. 

Mozambique’s swollen rivers 
have already flooded huge ex¬ 
panses of the country and contin¬ 
ued rains are causing the waters 
to rise, endangering people on 
rooftops and clinging to treetops, 
said emergency workers. 

“This is a mqjor humanitarian 
emergency that is getting bigger 
by the hour,” Herve Verhoosel, 
of the World Food Program, said 
Tuesday. Large numbers of peo¬ 
ple are “crammed on rooftops and 
elevated patches of land outside 
the port city of Beira” and WFP is 
rescuing as many as possible and 
providing airdrops of food, water 
and blankets, he said. 

Mozambique’s Pungue and 
Buzi rivers have overflowed, cre¬ 
ating “inland oceans extending 
for miles and miles in all direc¬ 
tions,” said Verhoosel. Central 
Mozambique faces further flood¬ 
ing as dams have reached 95 to 
100 percent capacity and heavy 
rains are expected to continue 
until Thursday. 

“People visible from the air 
may be the lucky ones, and the 
top priority now is to rescue as 
many as possible and ferry them 
to safety,” he said. 

Four tons of high-energy bis¬ 
cuits were airdropped Monday as 
part of 20 tons of food the WFP 
will distribute, he said. 

A statement says the extent of 
the damage is not yet known as 
many areas remain impassible. 
With key roads washed away, aid 


groups are trying to get badly 
needed food, medicine and fuel 
into the hard-hit port city of Beira 
by air and sea. 

The WFP says the city could 
face a “serious fuel shortage” in 
the coming days and that Beira’s 
power grid is expected to be non¬ 
functional through the end of the 
month. 

Cyclone Idai created massive 
damage as it swept across cen¬ 
tral Mozambique before drop¬ 
ping huge amounts of rain in 
Zimbabwe’s eastern mountains. 
That rainfall is now rushing back 
through Mozambique, further 


inundating the already flooded 
countryside. 

“It’s dire,” Caroline Haga, of 
the Red Cross, told The Associat¬ 
ed Press from Beira. “We did an 
aerial surveillance yesterday and 
saw people on rooftops and in tree 
branches. The waters are still ris¬ 
ing and we are desperately trying 
to save as many as possible.” 

The flooding disaster is also 
affecting Malawi and Zimbabwe 
where hundreds are dead, many 
more are missing and thousands 
are at risk. 

In Zimbabwe the death toll has 
risen to 98, the government said. 


The mountain town of Chimani¬ 
mani was badly hit. Several roads 
leading into the town have been 
cut off, with the only access by 
helicopter. 

Malawi’s government has con¬ 
firmed 56 deaths, three missing 
and 577 injured amid the severe 
flooding. Rivers have burst their 
banks, leaving many houses sub¬ 
merged and around 11,000 house¬ 
holds displaced in the southern 
district of Nsanje. 

Neighboring Tanzania’s mili¬ 
tary airlifted some 238 tons of 
emergency food and medicine to 
the three affected countries. 


UK aims to salvage Brexit deal, seeks long delay 


(U.K. lawmakers) have said no to a ^no-deal’ and they 
have said no to a realistic deal. They have to change their 
mind on one of the two options. ^ 

Nathalie Loiseau 

French European affairs minister 


By Jill Lawless and Lorne Cook 

Associated Press 

LONDON — The British government was 
preparing Tuesday to ask the European 
Union for a delay of at least several months to 
Brexit after the speaker of the House of Com¬ 
mons ruled that Prime Minister Theresa May 
cannot keep asking lawmakers to vote on the 
same divorce deal that they have already re¬ 
jected twice. 

Speaker John Bercow’s ruling was a poten¬ 
tially fatal blow to May’s Brexit deal with the 
EU. She had hoped to win over opponents and 
bring it back to Parliament this week before 
a summit of the 28-nation bloc in Brussels on 
Thursday and Friday. 

If the deal was approved. May had planned 
to ask the bloc for a short “technical exten¬ 
sion” in order for Parliament to pass the nec¬ 
essary legislation for Britain’s departure. 

But after Bercow’s bombshell declaration 
that Parliament can vote again only if the deal 
is “fundamentally different,” May faces the 
prospect of requesting a much longer delay. 

May has warned opponents that a failure 
to approve the agreement would mean a long, 
and possibly indefinite, delay to Britain’s de¬ 
parture from the EU. 

It could also mean Britain crashing out of 
the bloc next week without a deal, even though 


Parliament has voted to rule out that option. 

By law, the U.K. will leave the EU on March 
29, deal or no deal, unless it secures a delay 
from the bloc. Withdrawing without a deal 
could mean huge disruption for businesses 
and people in the U.K. and the 27 remaining 
EU countries. 

“If there is no decision, the date of March 29 
comes and then it’s a ‘no-deal,’” said French 
European affairs minister Nathalie Loiseau. 
“For the British to decide nothing is to decide 
on a ‘no-deal.’” 

Loiseau said U.K. lawmakers “have said no 
to a ‘no-deal’ and they have said no to a real¬ 
istic deal. They have to change their mind on 
one of the two options.” 

EU leaders are intensely frustrated with 
Britain’s political paralysis, and say they will 
grant an extension only if U.K. politicians 
break their deadlock and decide what kind of 
Brexit they want. 


“I expect clear and precise proposals of the 
British government,” said Germany’s Euro¬ 
pean affairs minister, Michael Roth. 

“We are really exhausted by these nego¬ 
tiations,” Roth said at a meeting with his EU 
counterparts in Brussels ahead of the leaders’ 
summit. 

The British government, meanwhile, sig¬ 
naled that it has not given up on May’s deal and 
could try to bring it back to Parliament next 
week if it can win over enough opponents. 

Brexit Secretary Stephen Barclay said that 
despite Bercow’s ruling, the deal could be 
voted on again if “the circumstances have 
changed.” 

“The fact that a number of members of Par¬ 
liament have said that they will change their 
votes points to the fact that there are things 
that are different,” he told Sky News. 
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THE CENSUS 

The number of years late that Harry Krame said he returned a library book. The Fair Lawn, N.J., resident 
said he checked out “The Family Book Of Verse” by Lewis Gannet from his school library when he was 13 
and Lyndon B. Johnson was president. Krame, now 66, said he found the book recently while cleaning out 
his basement and felt guilty about keeping it overdue for all those years. Memorial Middle School Vice Prin¬ 
cipal Dominick Tarquinio said a late fee at today’s rate would be about $2,000, but that the district will let it 
slide. School librarian Susan Murray said she plans to use the book for a display to teach students about returning books. 




Don Campbell, The (St. Joseph, Mich.) Herald-Palladium/AP 


Catch of the day 

Fishermen work the waters of the St. Joseph River, near the entrance to Lake Michigan, this month in St. Joseph, Mich. 


TV station replacing 
‘Andy Griffith Show’ 

W A RICHMOND — A Vir- 
ginia television station 
is replacing “The Andy Griffith 
Show” after a successful 35-year 
syndication run. 

The Roanoke Times reported 
WDBJ-TV is moving the May¬ 
berry-set sitcom to another chan¬ 
nel it owns and replacing it with a 
new local newscast. 

The show, which stopped mak¬ 
ing new episodes in the 1960s, 
is still the Roanoke area’s most 
watched program at 5:30 p.m. and 
has bested a number of compet¬ 
ing programs over the years. 

Exhibit of astronaut’s 
personal papers opens 

I ly WEST LAFAYETTE 
I Iw — An exhibit of astro¬ 
naut Neil Armstrong’s personal 
papers opened Monday at Purdue 
University ahead of the 50th an¬ 
niversary of his famed walk on 
the moon. 

“Apollo 11 in the Archives: 
Selections from the Neil A. 
Armstrong Papers” opened at 
Purdue’s Humanities, Social Sci¬ 
ence and Education Library and 
runs until Aug. 16. 

The university is home to hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of personal 
documents, memorabilia and 
photos from the 1955 Purdue 
graduate’s life. That includes 
about 70,000 pages of fan mail 
Armstrong received after he be¬ 
came the first human to walk on 
the moon on July 20,1969. 

Armstrong died in 2012 at age 
82. 

Officer dragged by ATV 
in 100-vehicle swarm 

X Kl NASHVILLE — Police 
I Iw in Tennessee’s capi¬ 
tal said an officer was dragged 
when a group of off-road vehicles 
swarmed a downtown street. 

Citing a news release from 
Metro Nashville police, news out¬ 
lets reported that a four-wheeler 
dragged Sgt. John Bourque down 
the road Saturday. Police said 
around 100 dirt bikes, motor¬ 
cycles, all-terrain vehicles and 
four-wheelers illegally took over 
Broadway in front of Bridgestone 
Arena. 

Police said the suspects fled 
the scene. Bourque suffered 
minor injuries and was treated 
and released. 

Groups of off-road vehicles 
were again spotted across David¬ 
son County on Sunday. 

Man killed outside 
church after wedding 

TV SAN ANTONIO — Po- 
I Vv lice in San Antonio are 
investigating the fatal shooting of 
a man in the parking lot of a Cath¬ 
olic parish after a wedding. 

KSAT-TV reported that gun¬ 
fire erupted around 12:30 a.m. 
Sunday outside the Holy Spirit 
Catholic Church. According to 
police, two men left the scene in 
a white Ford pickup and one man 
was left wounded. 

The man, later identified at 
Marcos Villegas-Martinez, died 
at an area hospital. 

Police are searching for both 
men who left in the pickup. 


Balloon pops may have 
caused ‘shooter’ alert 

||A| ANN ARBOR — The 
IVII University of Michigan 
said popping balloons may have 
sparked an “active shooter” alert 
at a building in the middle of 
campus. 

In a statement late Saturday, 
the university said authorities re¬ 
ceived up to 20 calls about shots 
being fired at Mason Hall. The re¬ 
ports came during a nearby vigil 
for those killed in the mosque 
shootings in New Zealand. 

Alerts issued by the school’s 
Department of Public Safety and 
Security around 5 p.m. told stu¬ 
dents who were near Mason Hall 
to “run, hide, fight.” About 40 
minutes later, the university sent 
another alert saying there “does 
not appear to be an active threat 
to the community.” 

Authorities confirmed there 
was “balloon popping activity” in 
the area where reports emerged 
about shots being fired. 

Trooper revived after 
apparent drug exposure 

WT LEICESTER — A Ver- 
w I mont State Police troop¬ 
er who collapsed after apparently 
being exposed to an opioidlike 


drug during a traffic stop was 
revived by fellow troopers who 
administered the overdose-rever¬ 
sal drug Narcan, state police said 
Saturday. 

Detectives launched an inves¬ 
tigation and testing was begun to 
determine what substance made 
acting Sgt. Brett Flansburg ill. 

Flansburg stopped a vehicle 
late Friday night for a traffic vio¬ 
lation in Leicester. He observed a 
passenger swallow a small bag he 
later said contained cocaine. 

In searching the car, Flansburg 
collected as evidence a small 
quantity of heroin in a baggie, an 
empty plastic baggie and a sy¬ 
ringe. The passenger was taken 
into custody by other troopers and 
charged with heroin possession. 

While transporting evidence, 
Flansburg began to feel ill and he 
collapsed in the parking lot of the 
barracks, and troopers adminis¬ 
tered Narcan. 

Flansburg responded to the 
Narcan and was treated at a hos¬ 
pital and released. 

Object thought to be 
grenade causes scare 

H/m HURLOCK — Mary- 
1*1 mJ land State Police said 
that what appeared to be a gre¬ 
nade left at a vacant home may 
have been a toy. 


Officers were called Friday 
about a possible grenade near 
the carport of a vacant home in 
Dorchester County. Troopers 
came to the Hurlock home after 
they were called by an inspector 
working on the house. 

People were asked to remain in 
their homes until a bomb techni¬ 
cian determined the object was 
inactive and plastic, like a toy. 

Disease may be killing 
desert bighorn sheep 

A RIVERSIDE — A new 
survey has found a 
sharp decline in desert bighorn 
sheep in Southern California, and 
biologists suspect the cause is a 
disease contracted from domes¬ 
tic animals. 

The California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife said a survey 
earlier this month counted 60 big¬ 
horns in the Mount San Gorgonio 
region east of Los Angeles. That’s 
down two-thirds from a survey 
conducted in 2016. 

Biologist Jeff Villepique said 
that in the past such die-offs have 
been triggered by an outbreak of 
a respiratory disease spread by 
contact with domestic sheep or 
goats. The disease killed at least 
21 bighorns whose carcasses were 
found in the area in December. 

Authorities said so far sheep 


in nearby herds haven’t been 
affected. 

Warning: Don’t take 
prom pics on tracks 

ly ^ RALEIGH — With 
I* prom season not too 
far away, North Carolina Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation officials 
are asking people to avoid using 
railroad tracks as a backdrop for 
their photos. 

The state’s transportation 
agency said in a news release it 
is working with the state Depart¬ 
ment of Public Instruction by 
asking yearbook staff advisers to 
alert students and photographers 
about the dangers of taking pic¬ 
tures on or near railroad tracks. 

Officials also warn that rail¬ 
road tracks, trestles, rail yards 
and rights-of-way are private 
property, and using them as 
photo backdrops is trespassing. 
The department said that with 
new technology, approaching 
trains are much quieter and peo¬ 
ple shouldn’t assume they would 
hear one coming. 

Last year, 18 people were killed 
and 13 others were injured while 
trespassing on North Carolina 
railroad tracks. 

From wire reports 
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Brooks & Dunn among 
Country Hall inductees 

Singer Stevens, industry vet Bradley also named 


Associated Press 

Country hit-making duo Brooks & 
Dunn are riding a resurgence of inter¬ 
est in ’90s-era country music with a 
new album celebrating their top-selling 
singles, a longstanding Las Vegas resi¬ 
dency and now an invitation to join the 
Country Music Hall of Fame. 

The duo, along with comedic singer 
Ray Stevens and record label head 
Jerry Bradley, were announced Monday 
as this year’s inductees and will be for¬ 
mally inducted during a ceremony later 
this year. 

Brooks & Dunn’s new album, “Re¬ 
boot,” out April 5, features the duo on 
new versions of their hits with today’s 
country stars such as Kacey Musgraves, 
Luke Combs and Kane Brown. 

With more than 20 No. 1 country hits, 
the Grammy-winning pair is the most 
awarded duo by the Country Music As¬ 
sociation, earning 14 vocal duo awards 
over their careers. They started as solo 
singers but were encouraged to join up as 
a duo and had immediate success with a 


string of hits, starting with “Brand New 
Man,” “My Next Broken Heart,” “Neon 
Moon” and “Boot Scootin’ Boogie.” 

With multi-platinum sales, they be¬ 
came one of country’s biggest touring 
acts for decades, combining Kix Brooks’ 
big personality and guitar work and 
Ronnie Dunn’s singing. 

The duo split up in 2010, but reunited 
in 2015 for what’s turned into a four- 
year residency in Las Vegas with Reba 
McEntire. 

Stevens, 80, is known for singing zany 
hits like “The Streak,” but also sentimen¬ 
tal ones like the Grammy-winning “Ev¬ 
erything Is Beautiful.” Stevens started 
as a session musician in Nashville and 
has been a TV personality, producer, 
publisher, songwriter and entertainer 
for six decades. 

Bradley was the former head of RCA 
Records’ Nashville office. Under his 
helm, the label produced the first plati¬ 
num-selling country record, “Wanted! 
The Outlaws,” a compilation album 
among Waylon Jennings, Willie Nelson, 
Jessi Colter and Tompall Glaser. 



Greg Allen, Invision/AP 


Ronnie Dunn, left, and Kix Brooks will be inducted 
into the Country Music Hall of Fame this year. 

The hit-making duo will be joined by comedic singer 
Ray Stevens and industry veteran Jerry Bradley. 


Head of Warner Bros, steps down 


From wire services 

Warner Bros, chief Kevin Tsujihara, one of the 
highest ranking Hollywood executives to be felled 
by sexual misconduct allegations, stepped down 
from the studio Monday following claims that he 
promised roles to an actress in exchange for sex. 

WarnerMedia chief executive John Stankey an¬ 
nounced Tsujihara’s exit as chairman and chief 
executive of Warner Bros., saying his departure 
was in the studio’s “best interest.” 

“Kevin has contributed greatly to the studio’s 
success over the past 25 years, and for that we 
thank him,” said Stankey. “Kevin acknowledges 
that his mistakes are inconsistent with the compa¬ 
ny’s leadership expectations and could impact the 
company’s ability to execute going forward.” 

WarnerMedia launched an investigation after a 
March 6 Hollywood Reporter story detailed text 
messages between Tsujihara and British actress 
Charlotte Kirk going back to 2013. The messages 
suggested a quid pro quo sexual relationship be¬ 
tween the aspiring actress and the studio head in 
which he made promises that he’d introduce her to 
influential executives and she’d be considered for 
roles in movies and television. 

In a memo to Warner Bros, staff on Monday ob¬ 
tained by The Associated Press, Tsujihara said he 
was departing “after lengthy introspection.” 

Tsujihara has headed the Burbank, Calif, studio 
since 2013. 

Kirk appeared in Warner Bros.’ “How to Be Sin¬ 
gle” in 2016 and “Ocean’s 8” in 2018. 

‘When Calls the Heart’ regrouping 

The world of Hope Valley will continue on with¬ 
out Lori Loughlin. The arrest of the actress and 
her husband, designer Mossimo Giannulli, last 
week in connection with a national college cheat¬ 
ing scam left her upcoming projects in doubt. 

The Hallmark Channel severed all ties with 
Loughlin, who had been a face of the network, 
most notably starring in the series “When Calls the 
Heart.” Loughlin’s other Hallmark credits include 
“Meet My Mom” and “Garage Sale Mystery.” 

With Loughlin gone, the future of “When Calls 
the Heart” was up in the air until an update was 
posted on the show’s Instagram account Sunday. 


The post includes a statement from producer 
Brian Bird: “Let us reassure you, ‘When Calls the 
Heart has always been bigger than the sum of its 
parts, and it HAS NOT BEEN CANCELED. With 
the full support of the network, we have gone on a 
creative hiatus to do some retooling on the remain¬ 
ing Season 6 episodes. That process has already 
begun. Hope Valley will return to your TV screens 
as soon as we can bring the episodes to you.” 

Other news 

■ Anderson Cooper has a two-book deal and 
plans to collaborate with historian-novelist Kath¬ 
erine Howe. Harper announced Tuesday the 
51-year-old CNN anchor and “60 Minutes” corre¬ 
spondent will work on two books of nonfiction with 
Howe, who specializes in novels about witchcraft. 
The first release is scheduled for 2022. 

■ Ringo Starr is working on new music. The 
former Beatles drummer appeared to confirm 
that a 20th solo album was in the works on gui¬ 
tarist Steve Lukather’s Facebook page. Lukather, 
who plays in Starr’s All-Starr Band, posted a photo 
of the group in a recording studio. Starr posted a 
photo of the pair together on Twitter and wrote 
“In the studio again with the great Steve Lukather 
what a guy. Peace and Love.” 

■ Reality television star June “Mama June” 
Shannon has been arrested on drug charges in 
Alabama. News outlets report that Shannon and a 
friend, Eugene Doak, were arrested March 13 at a 
gas station in Macon County where he was heard 
threatening her. The reports say that authorities 
found drugs and drug paraphernalia. Both are 
charged with felony drug possession and misde¬ 
meanor unlawful possession of drug parapher¬ 
nalia. The 39-year-old Shannon is the mother of 
Alana “Honey Boo Boo” Thompson, who starred 
in a reality TV show on TLC. 

■ Andre Williams, an R&B singer and song¬ 
writer who co-wrote “Shake A Tail Feather” and 
performed across musical genres, died Sunday. 
He was 82. Williams’ manager and musical direc¬ 
tor, Kenn Goodman, who had business dealings 
with Williams over nearly two decades, said Wil¬ 
liams’ musical contributions were “massive” and 
spanned soul, punk, rap, garage rock and country. 



“Twin Peaks” mastermind 
David Lynch says he doesn't 
like rules. 


Filmmaker Lynch 
to teach online 
Masterclass 

According to filmmaker 
David Lynch, all it takes are 70 
ideas to make a feature film. 

The visionary mind behind 
“Blue Velvet,” “Mulholland 
Drive” and “Twin Peaks” is im¬ 
parting this and other wisdom, 
like never giving up final cut, in 
a new Masterclass on creativ¬ 
ity and filmmaking that’s avail¬ 
able now for enrollment online. 

Lynch joins an esteemed 
lot of Masterclass instructors 
from Martin Scorsese to Spike 
Lee. Prices range from $90 for 
one class to $180 for unlimited 
access at masterclass.com. 

In his class. Lynch talks 
about the value of daydream¬ 
ing for catching ideas. He also 
extols the importance of study¬ 
ing classic films and why he 
doesn’t like rules. 

Lynch says he was drawn 
to the idea that a Masterclass 
could make a difference to new 
filmmakers. 

From The Associated Press 


Marvel’s Kevin Feige 
says a diverse MCU 
^the right way to be’ 

Higher, further, faster ... and, 
finally, more diverse? Twenty- 
one films into its juggernaut fran¬ 
chise, Marvel Studios head Kevin 
Feige says, the company’s recent 
wave of superhero titles led by 
global hits “Black Panther” and 
“Captain Marvel” is only the 
start of a more inclusive Marvel 
Cinematic Universe. 

“There will be many more an¬ 
nouncements to come,” Feige told 
The Times ahead of the “Captain 
Marvel” release. “Put it this way: 
It’s only the beginning.” 

Already making good on that 
promise as the female-fronted 
“Captain Marvel” crushed the 
box office in its worldwide debut. 
Marvel announced last week that 
Destin Daniel Cretton (“Short 
Term 12”) will helm the studio’s 
fast-tracked first Asian superhero 
installment, “Shang-Chi.” (Cast¬ 
ing details are still to come.) 

The franchise’s newfound 
dedication to inclusion, Feige 
said, owes much to the legacy of 
the late Stan Lee. The longtime 
Marvel creative, editor and pub¬ 
lisher used his platform to pen his 
“Stan’s Soapbox” column on a va¬ 
riety of subjects including social 
and racial injustice. 

“Let’s lay it right on the line,” 
Lee began one oft-quoted 1968 
column. “Bigotry and racism are 
among the deadliest social ills 
plaguing the world today.” Feige 
expressed hope that fans will find 
a spirit kindred to Lee’s social 
consciousness in the films Mar¬ 
vel is making. 

“We’re just the stewards, the 
current stewards, of these char¬ 
acters that he and his co-creators 
brought together — and all of 
them were created in that spirit 
of those ‘Soapboxes,’” Feige said. 
“That was very much what Stan’s 
worldview was, and that’s what 
these movies represent. 

“Because that is — how do I put 
this — it’s the right way to be. It 
is the way the world should be. 
And one of the great things about 
movies is you get to showcase the 
world that you want to reflect and 
the way you want the world to be. 
And that’s what he did with these 
characters.” 

Lee died in November at the 
age of 95 but has remained a con¬ 
stant presence in the MCU and 
beyond, appearing posthumously 
in December’s Oscar-winning 
animated Sony hit “Spider-Man: 
Into the Spider-Verse.” 

Led by Brie Larson, “Captain 
Marvel” has vanquished both the 
skeptics and the trolls, a feat to 
which Lee might have cheered, 
“Excelsior!” It is the first film 
in the MCU to be directed by a 
woman (Anna Boden, who shares 
directing duties with Ryan Fleck) 
and scored $455 million globally 
in its opening weekend, the sixth- 
biggest launch of all time. 

The film powered past $700 
million worldwide in its second 
weekend and is already a lock 
to crack the MCU’s top 10 global 
hits; analysts predict it will reach 
$1 billion in theaters, which would 
make it only the seventh MCU 
title to mint 10 figures. 

— Jen Yamato 
The Los Angeles Times 
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OPINION 

Fairness and why Trump is stuck with ‘SNL’ 


By Noah Feldman 

Bloomberg News 

P resident Donald Trump apparently 
caught a rerun of “Saturday Night 
Live” this weekend and decided 
to tweet Sunday morning that the 
NBC program should be investigated by 
the Federal Communications Commission 
for parodying him so much. That’s legally 
absurd. 

But Trump’s lament reflects the persis¬ 
tent power of the old idea that television 
networks should be fair to all political sides 
and give equal time to all candidates for of¬ 
fice. It’s worth asking: What’s the current 
state of the law on broadcaster fairness? 
And beyond the law, should fairness be 
an objective of any kind in the era of cable 
news and social media? 

It’s important to distinguish the two legal 
principles derived from the federal regula¬ 
tion of broadcasting: the fairness doctrine 
and the equal-time rule. 

The fairness doctrine, instituted by FCC 
regulation in 1949, required radio and tele¬ 
vision broadcasters to be honest, equitable 
and balanced in presenting matters of pub¬ 
lic importance. It applied only to licensed 
broadcasters using the airwaves, not to 
newspapers. Cable television hadn’t yet 
been invented. 

The doctrine was challenged as a limi¬ 
tation on broadcasters’ freedom of speech, 
because it obviously affected what they 
could and must say. In a key 1969 deci¬ 
sion, Red Lion v. FCC, the U.S. Supreme 
Court upheld the fairness rule. The court 
reasoned that because bandwidth was a 
scarce, limited resource, owned by the gov¬ 
ernment and effectively leased to licensed 
broadcasters, the usual First Amendment 
limits on regulation didn’t fully apply. 

The court also hinted at a broader pub¬ 
lic right to know, albeit in language it has 


rarely, if ever, used since. “The people as a 
whole,” the court said, “retain their inter¬ 
est in free speech by radio and their col¬ 
lective right to have the medium function 
consistently with the ends and purposes of 
the First Amendment.” 

Crucially, the court said, “it is the right 
of the viewers and listeners, not the right of 
the broadcasters, which is paramount.” 

The fairness doctrine helped create the 
background expectation that television 
news would be fair. You’ll recognize it 
as the probable origin of Fox News’ now- 
dropped slogan “fair and balanced.” 

Yet the fairness doctrine was heavily 
criticized, and the FCC gave it up in 1987, 
while Ronald Reagan was president. It 
was formally repealed in 2011. That made 
constitutional sense. Cable news made the 
Supreme Court’s scarcity rationale seem 
hopelessly outdated, and the internet made 
it seem medieval. In a world where there 
was no technological bandwidth limit, 
broadcasters seem much more like newspa¬ 
pers whose free speech rights can’t be lim¬ 
ited by fairness. And treating broadcasters 
differently from cable channels also seems 
strange in a world where almost everyone 
has cable or access to its channels. 

So the fairness doctrine that Trump 
wants to apply to “SNL” no longer exists. 

The equal-time rule is alive, however. 
It’s contained in the 1934 Communications 
Act. It says, essentially, that if a broadcast¬ 
er gives its platform over to one candidate, 
it must give equal time to the candidate’s 
competitors. 

That doesn’t apply to parody, of course. 
Alec Baldwin isn’t running for office. 
There’s no other candidate being given air¬ 
time. Trump’s tweet is legally wrong. 

“SNL” was actually once accused of 
breaking the equal-time rule in Trump’s 
favor — by letting him host the show in 
2015. In response to the charge, NBC cut a 


deal with Republican primary candidates 
John Kasich, Mike Huckabee, Jim Gilm¬ 
ore and Lindsey Graham, giving them free 
airtime on affiliates in Iowa, New Hamp¬ 
shire and South Carolina, as well as time 
on “SNL.” It’s tempting to conclude Trump 
got the idea of equal time in his head when 
that happened, and has subsequently mis¬ 
applied it to his parody alter ego. 

Regardless of the law, should networks 
try to be fair and balanced on the issues 
or to the candidates? In the marketplace of 
ideas, the answer depends on what market 
the networks are trying to reach. 

If a network genuinely wants to appear 
evenhanded to audiences — and advertis¬ 
ers — then fairness and equal time are the 
way to go. A clear rule should protect net¬ 
works from inevitable bullying on all sides. 
But there are other objectives that media 
can pursue beyond fairness. For example, 
a network or newspaper might aim at the 
truth. The truth isn’t always evenhanded. 
Pursuing partisan balance is at odds with 
the truth if one side in the debate lies more 
than the other. And truth can be divided 
into facts, which can be checked, and opin¬ 
ions, which require deeper engagement to 
determine the moral truth. 

In their own ways. Fox News (from the 
right) and MSNBC (from the left) are pur¬ 
suing political or moral truths that are 
inseparable from political viewpoint. It 
would be counterproductive for those cable 
networks to be fair and balanced. The most 
we can ask is that, in the cut and thrust of 
public debate, opinions get challenged and 
analyzed, and facts get examined. 

So far, government regulation hasn’t 
solved that problem anywhere in the world. 
Free speech is far from perfect. But it’s the 
best tool we have to produce a greater fair¬ 
ness, and a greater truth. 

Bloomberg Opinion columnist Noah Feidman is a 
professor of law at Harvard University. 


Tech addiction is a legitimate modern malady 


By Doreen Dodgen-Magee 
Special to The Washington Post 

L ast summer, the World Health 
Organization recognized internet 
gaming as a diagnosable addic¬ 
tion. This was an important step 
in aligning practice with research, but we 
need to go further. Psychologists and other 
mental health professionals must begin to 
acknowledge that technology use has the 
potential to become addictive and affect in¬ 
dividuals and communities — sometimes 
with dire consequences. 

The research is clear. Americans spend 
most of their waking hours interacting with 
screens. Studies from the nonprofit group 
Common Sense Media show that U.S. teens 
average approximately nine hours per day 
with digital media, tweens spend six hours 
and even our youngest — ages zero to 8 
— are spending 2 y 2 hours daily in front of 
a screen. The average adult in the United 
States spends more than 11 hours a day in 
the digital world, according to research 
by the Nielsen Co. When people invest 
this kind of time in any activity, we must 
at least start to ask what it means for their 
mental health. 

Both a correlational and causal relation¬ 
ship between tech use and various mental 
health conditions have been established. 
Research from the University of Pitts¬ 
burgh found higher rates of depression 
and anxiety among young adults who en¬ 
gage multiple social media platforms than 
in those who engage only two. Author and 
psychologist Jean Twenge finds that the 
psychological development of adolescents 
is slowing down and depression, anxiety 
and loneliness, which she attributes to tech 
engagement, are on the rise. Multitasking, 


a behavior encouraged and reinforced by 
technology, is consistently correlated with 
poor cognitive and mental health outcomes. 
Finally, the University of Pennsylvania 
recently published the first experimen¬ 
tal data linking decreased well-being to 
Facebook, Snapchat and Instagram use in 
young adults. Clearly, our technology use 
is affecting our psychological functioning. 

As a psychologist and researcher, I have 
been examining this interplay between 
technology and mental health for nearly 
two decades. While technology can do in¬ 
credible things for us in nearly every area 
of life, it is neither all good nor benign. 

When the mental health community re¬ 
sists fully exploring the costs associated 
with constant tech interaction, it leaves 
those struggling with compulsive or po¬ 
tentially harmful use of their devices few 
places to turn. Recently, a woman sched¬ 
uled a consultation with me because she 
was concerned about her inability to focus. 
A self-described Type A personality, she 
found herself simultaneously interacting 
with three or four screens at a time for 
nearly 20 hours a day, determined to in¬ 
stantly stay on top of every demand. When 
it came time for her biannual revision of an 
important procedural manual, she found 
that she couldn’t focus on the single task 
for the time required to do it effectively. 
She is far from alone. 

Technology now reaches deep into our 
psyches and our lives. Our constant in¬ 
teraction with the digital domain shapes 
the way we learn; the way we form rela¬ 
tionships with others and ourselves; the 
way in which we offload our own bodily 
“message indicators” onto things such as 
fitness trackers; and the way in which we 
are rewarded for focus and regulation or 


lack thereof 

Our attention spans are short. Our ability 
to focus on one task at a time is impaired. 
And our boredom tolerance is nil. We now 
rely on the same devices that drive so much 
of our anxiety and alienation for both stim¬ 
ulation and soothing. While, for many of 
us, these changes will never roam into the 
domain of addiction, for others they have. 
In fact, in a recent Common Sense Media 
poll, 50 percent of adolescents reported 
already feeling that their use had become 
addictive and 27 percent of parents report 
the same. 

If Americans were interacting with any¬ 
thing else for 11 plus hours a day, I feel 
confident we’d be talking more about how 
that interaction shapes us. Mental health 
professionals must begin to educate them¬ 
selves about the digital pools in which their 
clients swim and learn about the impact of 
excessive technology use on human de¬ 
velopment and functioning. It is too easy 
for therapists to assume that everyone’s 
engagement with the digital domain looks 
just like their own and to go merrily from 
there. We would serve our clients well by 
understanding the unique way in which 
many platforms encourage addictive pat¬ 
terns and behaviors. We should also create 
nonshaming environments in which they 
can candidly explore how their tech use af¬ 
fects them. 

It’s time to put our phones down and 
begin an informed conversation about how 
technology is impacting our mental health. 
Our clients’ health and the well-being of 
our communities may depend on it. 

Doreen Dodgen-Magee is a psychologist in 
Portiand, Ore. She is the author of “Deviced!: 
Balancing Life and Technology In a Digital World.” 
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Lyft planning to sell more than SOM shares in IPO 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Lyft officially 
kicked off the roadshow for its 
initial public offering, saying 
Monday it plans to put more than 
30 million shares up for sale with 
an anticipated price of between 
$62 and $68 per share. 

That would raise more than 
$2 billion for the San Francisco 
ride-hailing company, pegging its 
market value at $20 billion to $25 
billion, even though it hasn’t been 
able to turn a profit yet. 

It’s the first time that Lyft 
has revealed how much money 
it hopes to raise in the IPO and 
how much it believes it’s worth. 

Those financial targets could 
still change as Lyft’s investment 
bankers gauge demand for the 
company’s stock leading up to 
the IPO pricing, which is expect¬ 


ed to happen next week. 

Lyft and Uber have raced to be 
first with an IPO, and Lyft’s rival 
is expected to offer shares in the 
coming weeks. 

Uber is hoping its larger ride- 
hailing service will justify a mar¬ 
ket value as high as $120 billion 
after its IPO is completed later 


this spring, according to the Wall 
Street Journal. 

Lyft released financial details 
about the company for the first 
time this month, reporting $2.2 
billion in revenue last year, more 
than double its $1.1 billion in rev¬ 
enue in 2017, but also $911 million 
in losses. Lyft has lost nearly $3 


billion since 2012 but has brought 
in more than $5 billion in venture 
capital. 

The company’s executives 
warned that the company could 
struggle to turn a profit despite a 
rapidly growing market share. 

The company’s share of the 
US. ride-hailing market was 39 
percent in December 2018, up 
from 22 percent in December 
2016, according to its filing. The 
$2.2 billion in revenue for 2018 
was about double what it brought 
in the previous year. 

Bookings, which represent 
Lyft’s fares after subtracting 
taxes, tolls and tips, have been 
rising dramatically — a trend 
that the company intends to high¬ 
light to potential investors. Lyft’s 
bookings surpassed $8 billion 
last year, 76 percent more than 


White House foresees long economic boom; others don’t 


By Josh Boak 

Associated Press 

Contrary to the views of most 
economists, the Trump adminis¬ 
tration expects the US. economy 
to keep booming over the next 
decade on the strength of fur¬ 
ther tax cuts, reduced regulation 
and improvements to the nation’s 
infrastructure. 

The annual report from Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s Council of 
Economic Advisers forecasts that 
the economy will expand a brisk 
3.2 percent this year and a stUl- 
healthy 2.8 percent a decade from 
now. That is much faster than the 
Federal Reserve’s long-run fore¬ 
cast of 1.9 percent annual eco¬ 
nomic growth. 

The administration’s forecast 
hinges on an expectation that it 
will manage to implement further 


tax cuts, incentives for infrastruc¬ 
ture improvements, new labor pol¬ 
icies and scaled-back regulations 
— pro¬ 
grams that 
are unlike¬ 
ly to gain 
favor with 
the Demo- 
cratic-led 
House 
that would 
need to ap¬ 
prove most 
of them. 

Kevin 
Hassett, 
chair¬ 
man of 
the White 

House council, insisted that the 
president’s economic agenda 
would provide enough fuel to drive 
robust growth at a time when the 


Uncertainty 
over the 
policies 
themselves 
could slow 
their positive 
impact. ^ 

Kevin Hassett 

Council of Economic ; 

Advisers chairman 


majority of economists foresee a 
slowdown due in part to the aging 
US. population. 

He said the biggest risk to growth 
would be if financial markets 
anticipate that Trump’s existing 
pohcies would be reversed. With¬ 
out getting into specifics, Hassett 
said the risk would be if markets 
expect that the winner of the 2020 
presidential election would shift 
away from policies such as the tax 
overhaul that Trump signed into 
law in 2017. 

“Uncertainty over the policies 
themselves could slow their posi¬ 
tive impact,” Hassett said. 

The tax cuts added roughly $1.5 
trillion to the federal debt over the 
next decade, not accounting for 
economic growth. The report sug¬ 
gests that the lower tax rates have 
increased business investment in 
ways that will make the economy 


more productive while also creat¬ 
ing a surge in people coming off 
the sidelines to search for work. 

The administration’s optimism 
comes amid signs of slowing global 
economic growth, as well as a re¬ 
cent slowdown in manufacturing 
production and weakness in retail 
sales in January and December. 


MARKET WATCH 


March 18, 2019 

Dow Jones 65.23 

industrials 25,914.10 

Nasdaq 25.95 

composite 7,714.48 

Standard & 10.46 

Poor’s 500 2,832.94 

Russell 10.39 


in 2017 and more than four times 
the number from 2016. 

Lyft’s recent market-share 
gains came as Uber was dogged 
by reports that drivers accosted 
passengers and that the company 
tolerated rampant sexual harass¬ 
ment internally. Those problems 
ultimately led its co-founder, Tra¬ 
vis Kalanick, to resign. Uber has 
been working to repair its image 
under CEO Dara Khosrowshahi. 

Lyft said it would offer 
30,770,000 shares of its common 
stock to the public and give un¬ 
derwriters the option to buy up to 
4,615,500 more shares. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 20).$1.1648 

Dollar buys (March 20).€0.8585 

British pound (March 20).$1.36 

Japanese yen (March 20).109.00 

South Korean won (March 20).1,103.00 

Commerciai rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

British pound.$1.3257 

Canada (Dollar).1.3261 

China (Yuan) 6 7107 

Denmark (Krone).6.5765 

Egypt (Pound).17.2980 

Euro.$1.1347/0.8813 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8499 

Hungary (Forint).276.05 

Israel (Shekel).3.6052 

Japan (Yen) 111 40 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3036 

Norway (Krone).8.5297 

Philippines (Peso).52.87 

Poland (Zloty) 3 78 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7511 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3512 

South Korea (Won).1,130.15 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9997 

Thailand (Baht).31.69 

Turkey (Lira).5.4789 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.40 

3-month bill.2.41 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDIE EAST 


WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE 


THURSDAY IN THEPACIHC 




The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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so, RED ROCKS, Z'ON, \ ( NOPE. 
LAKE MEAD... BUT ^ 

NO PLACE NAMED f ^ ' n / 

PERDITION. C "i/ / 

\M 

IS THERE A PARK \ ( NOPE. 

CALLED INIQUITY? \ 

MY UNCLE SAYS 

LAS VEGAS IS ON f ' r' 

THE PATH TO W ' 

INIQUITY, J 

ym\ 

MY UNCLE \ / HAVE SOME REAL 

IS GIVING Ad. FUN AND TELL HtM 
ME BAD V ^ 7 HE’S LEADING YOU 
INTEL. ASTRAY, 





I DONT KNOU ENOUGH a 

ABOUT CLIPAATE CHANGE s 
TO SOUND StAART UJHEN P 
PEOPLE TALK ABOUT IT. | 

TRY DOING YOUR 

OWN RESEARCH. THAT'S 
HOOJ I LEARNED THAT 
HURRICANES ARE CAUSED 
BY BIRDS. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

s 

UJRITE AND DID 

THAT YOU KNOW 

DOWN POLAR BEARS 

FOR tAE. HATE SNOW? 




WANT 70 \ NOT RWaV. \ 

TIC MC roe yoo'Re4 

, WITH P J (.ITTte TOO i 

V? coMrenriye. y 

TOST WrtNT TO BWT YOU 
C0M/1WyTmTH4TICmH 
mR SPIRIT ANP KSTROy WRilU 
TO COMT/NOe, WOT TOST WITH TH£ 
SAMe.BOTMAYBeiUmiTSSLF. 


f \ A YOU \ 

OH. j mKe IT \ 

V y [ SOUND ) 

\ y 







...wtKe. YOU rm txartu 
WUGM EAKTU WA& FIRST 
PiSCOUFRCOT 



ALMOST AS CYCITCP AS 
WUFM I FIRST PISCOUFRFP 
l/FM&FFUL RFTRmTm. 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



1 Facts and figures 57 Breaks down 24 Book-spine 
5 Bygone jet 
8 Son of Seth 

12 Latin love 

13 Historic period 

14 “Peter Pan” 
pooch 

15 “No problem!” 

17 Darkens 

18 Skip 

19 “Delicious” crop 

21 Three, in Rome 

22 Hold sway 

23 Zsa Zsa’s sister 
26 Stitch 
28 Justice Ruth 

— Ginsburg 
31 Missing 
33 Pouch 

35 Shrill barks 

36 Toy (with) 

38 Prattle 

40 Make lace 

41 Beer, slangily 
43 Capote 

nickname 
45 Black Sea port 
47 Indigenous 
51 Accomplishes 
52“Yes?” 

54 Garfield’s pal 

55 Napoleon’s 
title (Abbr.) 

3-20 

VLXXLSI ILZX XP NMSR 

QULVVLSI MAPBX WPSILI 

XWMX IXPJ MZQ SLNBIL XP 

FLLJ UMVFHZT: AMVF RMHV. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHY ARE MOST 
FOLKS WHO ANNOTATE BOOKS INSIGNIFICANT? 
BECAUSE THEIR WORK IS USUALLY MARGINAL. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals T 


58 Coifs 

59 Stretches (out) 

DOWN 

1 Calendar 
squares 

2 Mine, in Montreal 

3 Talk up 

4 Lingo 

5 Small sofas 

6 Lanka lead-in 

7 Early Mongolian 

8 Bridge tactic 

9 Aced a test 

10 “My treat” 

11 Lip 

16 Partially mine 
20 Tavern 


abbr. 

25 “In my view ...” 
27 Witty one 

29 Clean air org. 

30 Trio after Q 

32 Bridge supports 
34 Short snoozes 
37 Super Bowl stats 
39 Unruly kid 
42 Cut lumber 

44 Of service 

45 Scent 

46 Nitwit 

48 Author Dinesen 
49Tarzan’s 

commuter line? 
50 LAX guesses 
53 Med. plan 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 



D Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 




SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion In 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes Is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


**Spring In Garmisch!** 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 1^ 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 



Free Europe-wide delivery 


^^R BLOCKS 


Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemonsiahrblock.com^ 


Free Classifieds! 


Visit Stripes.com for details. I STARS^iilSTRIPES. 


Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 



Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


STARS^STRIPES 







Round-the-world news for America s military. 




lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES, 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College baseball 


Collegiate Baseball poll 

TUCSON, Ariz. - The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll, records through March 17, total 
points and last week’s ranking. Voting 
is done by coaches, sports writers and 
sports information directors: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. N.C. state 19-1 494 2 

2. Mississippi state 18-2 493 5 

3. UCLA - 


4. Oregon State 

5. Arizona State 

6. Vanderbilt 

7. LSU 

8. Stanford 

9. Georgia 

10. Arkansas 

11. Coastal Carolina 

12. Auburn 

13. Florida 

14. Florida State 

15. Louisville 

16. North Carolina 

17. Texas 

18. Texas Tech 

19. Texas A&M 

20. Clemson 

21. East Carolina 

22. UC Santa Barbara 

23. Illinois 

24. UC Irvine 

25. Oklahoma 

26. Baylor 

27. San Diego 

28. Mississippi 

29. Miami 

30. Michigan 


14-3-1 490 3 

19-0 488 9 

15-5 486 4 

15-5 484 10 
12-3 480 8 

18-2 478 13 

17- 2 476 17 
16-4-1 474 11 

18- 2 471 23 

15-7 468 16 
14-4 466 1 


17-5 456 21 

14- 5 455 12 

15- 6 453 30 
14-3 451 25 
13-3 449 29 

12- 4 446 - 

16- 4 444 - 

13- 5 442 27 

14- 6 439 24 

14- 6 437 19 

15- 5 434 28 

13-4 431 - 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Framingham St. 2, Farmingdale 0 
St. Joseph’s (N.Y.) 6-11, Thomas 
(Maine) 2-4 

Springfield 12-6, Keuka 11-4 

SOUTH 

Campbell 8, Fiigh Point 2 
Kentucky Wesleyan 3, Lake Erie 0 
Montreat 11, Piedmont International 3 
Old Westbury 8, Gallaudet 6 
Richmond 4, Princeton 1 
Southeastern (Fla.) 11, Concordia 
(Mich.) 2 

Williams 10, Old Westbury 2 

MIDWEST 

Calumet at Olivet Nazarene, 2, ppd. 
Minnesota St. 10, St. Cloud St. 5 
St. Xavier 3, Robert Morris-Chicago 0 

FAR WEST 

Grand Canyon 11, Utah 2 


D.C. United 
Columbus 2 0 1 7 4 1 

Toronto FC 2 0 0 6 6 3 

Montreal 2 1 0 6 6 4 

New York 10 1 4 5 2 

Cincinnati 111 455 

New York City FC 0 0 3 3 4 4 

Orlando City 0 1 2 2 4 6 

Atlanta 0 1 2 2 2 4 

Chicago 0 2 1 14 7 

New England 0 2 1 13 6 

Philadelphia 0 2 1 12 6 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Seattle 3 0 0 9 10 3 

Los Angeles FC 2 0 1 7 8 4 

Houston 2 0 1 7 6 4 

Minnesota United 2 1 0 6 8 5 

LA Galaxy 2 1 0 6 5 5 

Sporting KC 1114 4 3 

FC Dallas 111 432 

Real Salt Lake 111 426 

Colorado 0 1 2 2 4 6 

Portland 0 2 1 1 4 10 

Vancouver 030 047 

San Jose 0 3 0 0 2 9 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, March 16 
Seattle 4, Chicago 2 
Columbus 1, FC Dallas 0 
Houston 3, Vancouver 2 
New York 4, San Jose 1 
Montreal 3, Orlando City 1 
D.C. United 5, Real Salt Lake 0 
LA Galaxy 3, Minnesota United 2 
Sunday, March 17 

Los Angeles FC 2, New York City FC 2, tie 
Cincinnati 3, Portland 0 
Philadelphia 1, Atlanta 1, tie 
Toronto FC 3, New England 2 
Sporting Kansas City 1, Colorado 1, tie 
Saturday’s games 
Colorado at FC Dallas 
Columbus at Philadelphia 
Orlando City at New York 
Real Salt Lake at Los Angeles FC 
Sunday’s game 
Cincinnati at New England 
Friday, March 29 
New York FC at Toronto FC 


College basketball 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ men’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Mar. 17, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Duke (58) 29-5 1,592 5 

2. Virginia (5) 29-3 1,497 2 

3. North Carolina 27-6 1,453 3 

4. Gonzaga(l) 30-3 1,398 1 

5. Michigan St. 28-6 1,382 6 

6. Tennessee 29-5 1,270 8 

7. Kentucky 27-6 1,232 4 

8. Michigan 28-6 1,146 10 

9. Texas Tech 26-6 1,033 7 

10. Florida St. 27-7 1,017 12 

11. Houston 31-3 933 11 

12. LSU 26-6 886 9 

13. Purdue 23-9 727 13 

14. Auburn 26-9 665 22 

15. Buffalo 31-3 608 18 

16. Virginia Tech 24-8 595 16 

17. Kansas 25-9 590 17 

18. Kansas St 25-8 529 15 

19. Wofford 29-4 385 20 

20. Nevada 29-4 361 14 

21. Wisconsin 23-10 339 19 

22. Cincinnati 28-6 335 24 

23. Villanova 25-9 306 25 

24. Iowa St. 23-11 245 - 

25. Utah St. 28-6 73 - 

Others receiving votes: Marquette 63, 

Maryland 55, Mississippi St. 35, Murray 
St. 12, New Mexico St. 11, UCF 9, Louis¬ 
ville 8, VCU 4, Seton Hall 3, Old Dominion 
2, Liberty 1. 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today men’s 
college basketball poll, with first-place 
votes in parentheses, records through 
March 17, points based on 25 points for 
a first-place vote through one point for a 
25th-place vote and previous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Duke (25) 29-5 744 5 

2. Virginia (1) 29-3 701 2 

3. Gonzaga(3) 30-3 667 1 

4. North Carolina 27-6 666 3 

5. Tennessee (1) 29-5 636 8 

6. Michigan state 28-6 598 7 

7. Kentucky 27-6 565 4 

8. Michigan 28-6 538 11 

9. Houston 31-3 494 10 

10. Texas Tech 26-6 454 6 

11. Florida state 27-7 453 13 

12. LSU 26-6 370 9 

13. Purdue 23-9 356 12 

14. Kansas state 25-8 297 14 

15. Virginia Tech 24-8 285 15 

16. Buffalo 31-3 278 16 

17. Kansas 25-9 273 18 

18. Auburn 26-9 213 24 

19. Wofford 29-4 191 20 

20. Nevada 29-4 182 17 

21. Wisconsin 23-10 170 19 

22. Villanova 25-9 151 25 

23. Iowa state 23-11 141 - 

24. Cincinnati 28-6 134 23 

25. Marquette 24-9 48 22 

25. Utah state 28-6 48 - 

Others receiving votes: Maryland 
31, Mississippi state 24, Seton Hall 7, 
Arizona State 6, Murray State 6, VCU 5, 
Washington 4, Louisville 3, UCF 3, Florida 
2, Liberty 2, Oregon 2, UC Irvine 2. 

Men’s NIT 

First Round 
Tuesday, March 19 

Campbell (20-12) at UNC-Greensboro 
(28-6) 

Lipscomb (25-7) at Davidson (24-9) 
Hofstra (27-7) at NC State (22-11) 

St. Francis (Pa.) (18-14) at Indiana (17-15) 
Wichita state (19-14) at Furman (25-7) 
San Diego (21-14) at Memphis (21-13) 
Arkansas (17-15) at Providence (18-15) 

S. Dakota St. (24-8) at Texas (16-16) 
Loyola of Chicago (20-13) at Creighton 
(18-14) 

Dayton (21-11) at Colorado (21-12) 
Wednesday, March 20 
Harvard (18-11) at Georgetown (19-13) 
Wright State (21-13) at Clemson (19-13) 
Norfolk state (21-13) at Alabama (18-15) 
Toledo (25-7) at Xavier (18-15) 

Sam Houston State (21-11) at TCU (20-13) 
Butler (16-16) at Nebraska (18-16) 
Second Round 
March 23-25 

Campbell-UNC-Greensboro winner vs. 
Lipscomb-Davidson winner 

Harvard-Georgetown winner vs. Hofs- 
tra-NC State winner 

St. Francis winner Pa.)-lndiana winner 
vs. Arkansas-Providence winner 

Wichita State-Furman winner vs. 
Wright State-Clemson winner 

Norfolk State-Alabama winner vs. 
Dayton-Colorado winner 

Toledo-Xavier winner vs. South Da¬ 
kota State-Texas winner 

Sam Houston State-TCU winner vs. 
Butler-Nebraska winner 

San Diego-Memphis winner vs. Loyola 
of Chicago-Creighton winner 

CBI 

First Round 
Tuesday, March 19 

CS Northridge (13-20) at Utah Valley 
(23-9) 

Wednesday, March 20 

Grand Canyon (20-12) at West Virginia 
(14-20) 

Howard (17-16) at Coastal Carolina 
(15-16) 

stony Brook (24-8) at S. Florida (19-13) 
Southern Miss. (20-12) at Longwood 
(15-17) 

C. Michigan (23-11) at DePaul (15-15) 
UAB (20-14) at Brown (19-11) 

Loyola Marymount (20-11) at Califor¬ 
nia Baptist (16-14) 


Pro football 


CIT 

First Round 
Monday, March 18 

NJIT 92, Quinnipiac 81 

Tuesday, March 19 
Cornell (15-15) at Robert Morris (17-16) 
lUPUl (16-16) at Marshall (19-14) 

Texas Southern (21-13) at New Or¬ 
leans (19-13) 

Wednesday, March 20 
Green Bay (17-16) at ETSU (24-9) 
Grambling State (17-16) at Texas Rio 
Grande Valley (19-16) 

Presbyterian (18-15) at Seattle (18-14) 
Thursday, March 21 
Saint Francis (NY) (17-15) at Hampton 
(16-17) 

FAU (17-15) at Charleston Southern 
(17-15) 

Kent State (22-10) at Louisiana-Mon- 
roe (18-15) 

CSU Bakersfield (16-15) at Cal State 
Fullerton (16-17) 

Friday, March 22 

Drake (24-9) at Southern Utah (16-16) 
Saturday, March 23 
FlU (19-13) at Texas State (24-10) 

Note: Top 4 seeds will get a bye after 
first round 

NCAA Men’s Division II 
Tournament 


Point Loma 60, Saint Martin’s 54 

Tuesday, March 19 
Atiantic Region 
At Indiana, Pa. 

Mercyhurst vs. West Liberty 
Central Region 
At Maryville, Mo. 

Missouri Southern vs. Northwest Mis¬ 
souri State 

East Region 
At Manchester, N.H. 
Dominican (NY), vs. Saint Anselm 
Midwest Region 
At Romeoville, III. 

Bellarmine vs. Southern Indiana 
South Region 
At Davie, Fla. 

Lynn vs. Nova Southeastern 

Southeast Region 
At Charlotte, N.C. 

Queens (NC) vs. Augusta 

South Central 
At Canyon, Texas 

St. Edward’s at West Texas A&M 

Quarterfinals 
At Evansville, Ind. 
Wednesday, March 27 

Atlantic Region champion vs. Central 
Region champion 

East Region champion vs. Midwest 
Region champion 

South Region champion vs. Southeast 
Region champion 

South Central champion vs. Point 
Loma 

Semifinals 
Thursday, March 28 

Atlantic-Central winner vs. East-Mid¬ 
west winner 

South-Southeast Region winner vs. 
South Central-Point Loma winner 

NAIA Men’s Tournament 

At Municipal Auditorium 
Kansas City, Mo. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 20 

Bethel (Tenn.) vs. John Brown 
Campbellsville vs. Lewis-Clark State 
LSU Shreveport vs. William Jessup 
Central Baptist vs. LSU-Alexandria 
Rocky Mountain vs. Georgetown (Ky.) 
William Penn vs. Vanguard 
Loyola (NO) vs. Missouri Baptist 
Arizona Christian vs. Wayland Baptist 
Thursday, March 21 
Talladega vs. Pikeville 
Cumbenands (Ky.) vs. Wiley 
St. Thomas (Texas) vs. Carroll (Mont.) 
Oklahoma City vs. Stillman 
Mid-America Christian vs. Tougaloo 
Peru State vs. William Carey 
Westmont vs. Benedictine (Kan.) 
Sciences and Arts vs. The Masters 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ final 2018-19 women’s college 
basketball poll, with first-place votes 
in parentheses, records through March 
17, total points based on 25 points for a 
first-place vote through one point for a 
25th-place vote and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Baylor (28) 31-1 700 1 

2. UConn 31-2 665 2 

3. Notre Dame 30-3 648 3 

4. Mississippi St. 30-2 614 4 

5. Louisville 29-3 579 5 

6. Stanford 28-4 568 6 

7. Oregon 29-4 531 7 

8. Iowa 26-6 509 8 

9. Maryland 28-4 456 9 

10. N.C. State 26-5 450 10 

11. Oregon St. 24-7 376 11 

12. Syracuse 24-8 324 15 

13. Iowa St. 25-8 312 13 

14. Texas A&M 24-7 301 17 

15. South Carolina 21-9 291 16 

16. Gonzaga 28-4 284 12 

17. Kentucky 24-7 261 18 

18. Marquette 26-7 259 13 

19. Miami 24-8 246 19 

20. UCLA 20-12 131 20 

21. Rice 28-3 103 24 

22. Arizona St. 20-10 100 23 

23. Texas 23-9 82 22 

24. DePaul 26-7 75 - 

25. Florida St. 23-8 67 25 

Others receiving votes: Drake 54, 

South Dakota St. 35, BYU 24, Florida Gulf 
Coast 14, Missouri 14, South Dakota 14, 
Kansas St. 8, UCF 3, Quinnipiac 1, Wright 


USA Today Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
women’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through March 17, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Baylor (32) 31-1 800 1 

2. UConn 31-2 764 2 

3. Notre Dame 30-3 733 3 

4. Mississippi State 30-2 705 4 

5. Louisville 29-3 670 5 

6. Stanford 28-4 641 6 

7. Oregon 29-4 601 7 

8. Iowa 26-6 585 8 

9. Maryland 28-4 541 9 

10. N.C. State 26-5 503 10 

11. Oregon State 24-7 442 12 

12. Syracuse 24-8 395 14 

13. Iowa State 25-8 369 15 

14. Gonzaga 28-4 332 11 

15. Miami 24-8 327 16 

16. Marquette 26-7 321 13 

17. Kentucky 24-7 294 17 

18. South Carolina 21-9 265 18 

19. Texas A&M 24-7 222 19 

20. Arizona State 20-10 191 20 

21. DePaul 26-7 176 23 

22. Florida State 23-8 148 22 

23. Rice 28-3 75 - 

24. UCLA 20-12 69 - 

25. Drake 27-6 67 21 

Others receiving votes: Texas 47, 

South Dakota State 33, Missouri 26, 
South Dakota 25, Boise State 19, Rutgers 
5, UCF 4, Little Rock 3, Florida Gulf Coast 
1, Michigan 1. 

WNIT 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 20 

Morehead St. (23-10) at Ohio St. (14-14) 
Pacific (18-12) at Fresno State (19-12) 
Pepperdine (20-11) at Calif. Baptist (18- 


AAF 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pet PF PA 

Orlando 5 1 0 .833 166 99 

Birmingham 4 2 0 .667 123 93 

Atlanta 2 4 0 .333 73 160 

Memphis 1 5 0 .167 90 135 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pet PF PA 
San Antonio 4 2 0 .667 133 116 

San Diego 3 3 0 .500 140 121 

Arizona 3 3 0 .500 131 123 

Salt Lake 2 4 0 .333 112 121 

Saturday’s games 
Salt Lake 22, Memphis 9 
Arizona 22, Orlando 17 

Sunday's games 
San Antonio 37, Atlanta 6 
Birmingham 32, San Diego 29 
Saturday, March 23 
Orlando at Atlanta 
Salt Lake at San Antonio 

Sunday, March 24 
San Diego at Arizona 
Birmingham at Memphis 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Reassigned C Os¬ 
car Hernandez; RHPs Ryan Weber, Zach 
Putnam, Erasmo Ramirez, Josh Smith 
and Domingo Tapia; INFs C.J. Chatham, 
Bobby Dalbec and Chad De La Guerra; 
and OFs Bryce Brentz, Tate Matheny and 
Cole Sturgeon to minor league camp. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Optioned LHP 
Aaron Bummer and RHP Carson Fulmer 
I Charlotte (IL). Reassigned OF Charlie 
--^ Tur " ' 




11 ) 

Thursday, March 21 

Houston (15-15) at Arkansas (20-14) 
UAB (25-6) at Troy (22-8) 

Prairie View A&M (17-13) at TCU (20-10) 
Stephen F. Austin (25-6) at Texas-Ar- 
lington (23-7) 

Kent State (19-12) at Green Bay (22-9) 
Northeastern (20-11) at Butler (21-9) 
Youngstown State (22-9) at Cincinnati 
(21-10) 

Denver (17-13) at New Mexico (24-6) 
Idaho (20-11) at Loyola Marymount (18- 
14) 

Idaho State (20-10) at Arizona (18-13) 

N. Colorado (21-10) at Wyoming (22-8) 
Rider (19-12) at West Virginia (20-10) 
Seton Hall (15-15) at Toledo (20-11) 

W. Kentucky (18-14) at Miami (Ohio) 
(23-8) 

lUPUl (20-11) at Middle Tennessee (22-10) 
High Point (22-8) at Ohio (27-5) 

Dayton (17-13) at Northwestern (16-14) 
Stetson (16-15) at South Florida (18-15) 
Charlotte (18-12) at VCU (23-9) 

Furman (19-13) at Virginia Tech (20-11) 
Hartford (23-9) at Providence (17-15) 
Friday, March 22 

N. Iowa (20-12) at Minnesota (20-10) 
South Alabama (24-10) at Lamar (24-6) 
Hawaii (25-16) at Saint Mary’s (20-11) 
Old Dominion (21-10) at Villanova (18-12) 
NC A&T (20-11) at James Madison (25-5) 
Drexel (24-8) at Harvard (16-12) 

Sacred Heart (19-12) at Georgetown 
(16-15) 

American (22-10) at Penn (23-6) 

WBI 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 20 

Appalachian State at UNC Ashville 
Marshall at Davidson 
Texas Rio Grande Valley at North Texas 
Utah State at UC Riverside 
Thursday, March 21 
Campbell at Coastal Carolina 
Nicholls at Southern Mississippi 
Georgia State at North Alabama 
Akron at Tennessee Tech 

NCAA Women’s Division II 
Tournament 

Regionai Finais 
Monday, March 18 
Atiantic Region 

Indiana (Pa.) 68, California (Pa.) 60 

Centrai Region 

Southwestern Oklahoma State 88, Fort 
Hays State 77 

East Region 

Saint Anselm 63, Le Moyne 61 

Midwest Region 

Drury 51, Grand Valley State 44 

South Region 

Nova Southeastern 84, Florida Southern 
63 

Southeast Region 

North Georgia 73, Lander 62 

West Region 

Azusa Pacific 65, Alaska-Anchorage 63 

Tuesday, March 19 
South Centrai Region 


NAIA Women’s Tournament 

Semifinais 
Monday, March 18 

Montana Western 78, Freed-Harde- 
man 71, OT 

Oklahoma City 85, Our Lady of the 
Lake 70 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 19 

Montana Western vs. Oklahoma City 


Tilson and LHP Colton Turner ti 
league camp. 

MINNESOTA TWiNS - Reassigned Cs 
Tomas Tells and Brian Navarreto and INF 
Randy Cesar to minor league camp. 

Nationai League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Reassigned LHPs 
Brandon Finnegan and Buddy Boshers, 
RHPs Jesus Reyes and Vladimir Gutierrez 
and INF Christian Colon to minor league 

'^^CoLoRADO ROCKIES - Optioned OF 
Noel Cuevas to Albuquerque (PCL). Re¬ 
assigned LHP Sam Howard, RHP Peter 
Lambert and INF Peter Mooney to minor 
league camp. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Named 
Brandon Gomes vice president and as¬ 
sistant general manager. Will Rhymes 
director of player development, Alex 
Slater director of baseball operations 
and Duncan Webb director of baseball 
resources. Optioned RHP Jaime Schultz 
to their minor league camp. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Optioned 2B 
Kevin Kramer to Indianapolis (IL). Reas¬ 
signed LHP Brandon Waddell, OF Bryan 
Reynolds, RHP Geoff Hartlieb, Cs Chris¬ 
tian Kelley and Arden Pabst and INFs Will 
Craig, Nick Franklin and Ke’Bryan Hayes 
to minor league camp. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Optioned C Aus¬ 
tin Allen to El Paso (PCL). 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Optioned 
RHPs Austin Voth, Jimmy Cordero, Kyle 
McGowin and Tanner Rainey to Fresno 
(PCL). Reassigned RHP JJ Hoover and 
OF Hunter Jones to their minor league 
camp. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Signed DB 
Josh Shaw to a one-year contract. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Released LB 
Vontaze Burfict. Re-signed TE Tyler Eifert 
to a one-year contract. 

DETROIT LIONS - Re-signed CB Mar¬ 
cus Cooper Sr. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Re-signed TE 
Mercedes Lewis. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Signed QB Ryan 
Fitzpatrick and OL Chris Reed. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Signed RB 
Ameer Abdullah. 

NEW YORK JETS - Signed OL Tom 
Compton. Re-signed LB Neville Hewitt. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Re-Signed WR/ 
RS Dwayne Harris. 

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES - Agreed 
to terms with S Andrew Sendej'o on a 
!-year contract. DT Haloti Ngata an- 


_ Signed S 

Kentrell Brice. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Re-signed 
RB Adrian Peterson to a two-year con¬ 
tract. Signed OT Ereck Flowers to a one- 
year contract. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL — Reinstated Nashville F Austin 
Watson returning him to available sta¬ 
tus. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Recalled F Curtis 
Lazar from Stockton (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Signed C 
Chase Pearson to a two-year, entry-level 
contract and assigned him to Grand Rap¬ 
ids (AHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Recalled D 
John Gilmour and F Vinni Lettieri from 
Hartford (AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Signed 
F Joe Snively to a two-year, entry-level 
contract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ORLANDO CITY - Loaned M Pierre Da 
Silva to Athletico Paranaense (Serie A- 
Brazil). 

COLLEGE 

LSU — Signed Ed Orgeron, football 
coach, to a two-year contrai ' 
through 2023. 


ntract extension 


SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 25 
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SCOREBOARD/NHL 


FROM PAGE 24 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams ir 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through March 17 and 
previous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

29-4-3 999 1 

31-7-2 920 2 

28-8-0 910 3 

23- 11-2 864 4 

21- 10-5 777 8 

25-10-1 713 9 

25-9-2 670 5 

20- 10-5 649 6 

24- 10-2 581 11 
19-9-4 572 10 

22- 11-6 470 7 

19-9-3 408 14 
25-9-5 368 15 

21- 12-1 356 13 
21-14-1 346 12 

21- 13-3 305 16 

22- 14-2 271 17 

19- 13-5 70 18 

20- 16-1 57 - 

18-17-2 51 19 


1. St. Cloud State (49) 

2. Minnesota State 

3. UMass (1) 

4. Minnesota Duluth 

5. Denver 

6. Northeastern 

7. Quinnipiac 

8. Ohio State 

9. Clarkson 

10. Cornell 

11. Providence 

12. Harvard 

13. Bowling Green 

14. Arizona State 

15. Western Michigan 

16. Notre Dame 

17. Penn State 

18. UMass Lowell 

19. American Int’l 

20. North Dakota __ __ 

Others receiving votes: Union 43, Lake 

Superior 42, Minnesota 18, Brown 15, Bos¬ 
ton University 14, Boston College 5, Colo¬ 
rado College 3, Northern Michigan 3. 

Conference tournaments 

ATLANTIC HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
At Buffalo, N.Y. 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 22 

American International vs. Robert Morris 
RIT vs. Niagara 

Championship 
Saturday, March 23 
Semifinal winners 

BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
Championship 
Saturday, March 23 
Penn State at Notre Dame 
ECAC 

At Lake Placid, N.Y. 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 22 
Brown vs. Cornell 
Harvard vs. Clarkson 

Championship 
Saturday, March 23 
Semifinal winners 

HOCKEY EAST 
At Boston 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 22 

Boston University vs. Northeastern 
UMass vs. Boston College 
Championship 
Saturday, March 23 
Semifinal winners 

NCHC 
First Round 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 15 
St. Cloud State 5, Miami 2 
Minnesota Duluth 2, Omaha 1, OT 
Denver 2, North Dakota 0 

Saturday, March 16 
Colorado College 2, Western Michigan 1 
St. Cloud St. 6, Miami 3, St. Cloud State 
advances 2-0 

Minnesota Duluth 4, Omaha 1, Minn.- 
Duluth advances 2-0 

Denver 4, North Dakota 2, Denver ad¬ 
vances 2-0 

Sunday, March 17 

Western Michigan 5, Colorado College 2 

Monday, March 18 

Colorado College 3, Western Michigan 
2, Colorado Coll, advances 2-1 

At Saint Paul, Minn. 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 22 

St. Cloud State vs. Colorado College 
Minnesota Duluth vs. Denver 


Championship 
Saturday, March 23 


Saturday, K. 

Semifinal winners 

WCHA 

Championship 
Saturday, March 23 
At Mankato, Minn. 

Bowling Green at Minnesota State 


Pro baseball 


Spring training 

Monday’s games 

Seattle 6, Yomiuri 5 

Baltimore 14, Detroit (ss) 1 

Minnesota 4, Boston 1 

Pittsburgh 4, Tampa Bay 2 

Miami 7, Washington (ss) 1 

St. Louis 4, Philadelphia 1 

Toronto 3, Detroit (ss) 2 

Washington (ss) 6, N.Y. Mets 5 

San Diego 3, Cleveland 1 

San Francisco 5, Chicago White Sox 2 

Colorado 6, Cincinnati 3 

N.Y. Yankees 7, Atlanta 4 

Texas 3, L.A. Dodgers 1 

Tuesday’s games 

Toronto vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla. 
N.Y. Mets vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla. 
Detroit vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton, Fla. 
Washington vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, 
-\a. 

Tampa Bay vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, 


Texas vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 
Chicago Cubs (ss) vs. Kansas City a 
Surprise, Ariz. 

Chicago White Sox vs. Cincinnati at 
Goodyear, Ariz. 

Coiorado vs. L.A. Angels at Tempe, Ariz. 
San Diego vs. Arizona at Scottsdale, Ariz. 
Cleveland vs. L.A. Dodgers at Glen- 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Sharks goaltender Aaron Dell, center, and defenseman Marc- 
Edouard Vlasic look for the puck in front of Vegas Golden Knights 
center Jonathan Marchessault during the second period of Monday’s 
game in San Jose, Calif. The Golden Knights won 7-3. 

NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

x-TampaBay 73 56 13 4 116 287 191 

Boston 72 43 20 9 95 216 185 

Toronto 72 43 24 5 91 259 216 

Washington 72 42 23 7 91 248 225 

N.Y Islanders 72 42 23 7 91 206 173 

Pittsburgh 73 39 24 10 88 249 220 

Carolina 71 39 25 7 85 212 196 

Columbus 72 40 28 4 84 220 210 

Montreal 72 37 28 7 81 212 212 

Philadelphia 72 35 29 8 78 222 241 

Florida 72 32 28 12 76 234 242 

Buffalo 72 31 32 9 71 200 233 

N.Y Rangers 72 28 31 13 69 202 241 

New Jersey 73 27 37 9 63 204 249 

Detroit 72 25 37 10 60 195 247 

Ottawa 72 25 41 6 56 213 263 

Western Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

x-Calgary 72 44 21 7 95 256 206 

San Jose 73 43 22 8 94 261 229 

Winnipeg 72 43 25 4 90 246 213 

Nashville 73 41 27 5 87 219 195 

Vegas 73 41 27 5 87 227 203 

St. Louis 72 37 27 8 82 207 198 

Dallas 72 37 29 6 80 181 178 

Arizona 73 36 31 6 78 196 204 

Minnesota 73 34 30 9 77 199 214 

Chicago 72 32 30 10 74 243 263 

Colorado 72 31 29 12 74 229 223 

Vancouver 73 31 32 10 72 199 225 

Edmonton 72 32 33 7 71 204 237 

Anaheim 74 30 35 9 69 173 227 

Los Angeles 72 25 39 8 58 170 230 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs, 
x-clinched playoff spot 

Sunday’s games 
Colorado 3, New Jersey 0 
Buffalo 4, St. Louis 3, SO 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Minnesota 2, OT 
Vancouver 3, Dallas 2, SO 
Philadelphia 2, Pittsburgh 1, OT 
Anaheim 3, Florida 2 
Vegas 6, Edmonton 3 

Monday’s games 
Tampa Bay 4, Arizona 1 
Vancouver 3, Chicago 2, OT 
Vegas 7, San Jose 3 
Winnipeg 3, Los Angeles 2 
Tuesday’s games 
Pittsburgh at Carolina 
Montreal at Philadelphia 
Detroit at N.Y. Rangers 
Boston vs. N.Y. Islanders at Nassau 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
Washington at New Jersey 
Colorado at Minnesota 
Edmonton at St. Louis 
Toronto at Nashville 
Florida at Dallas 
Columbus at Calgary 

Wednesday’s games 
Toronto at Buffalo 
Tampa Bay at Washington 
Ottawa at Vancouver 
Winnipeg at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Carolina 
Boston at New Jersey 
Arizona at Florida 
N.Y. Islanders at Montreal 
Detroit at St. Louis 
Pittsburgh at Nashville 
Colorado at Dallas 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
Columbus at Edmonton 
Ottawa at Calgary 
Winnipeg at Vegas 
San Jose at Los Angeles 


Monday 

Lightning 4, Coyotes 1 

Arizona 1 0 0—1 

Tampa Bay 1 0 3—4 

First Period—1, Arizona, Keller 14 
(Dvorak, Panik), 5:03. 2, Tampa Bay, 
Stamkos 36 (McDonagh, Miller), 6:54. 

Third Period—3, Tampa Bay, Hedman 
10 (Cirelli, Killorn), 0:44.4, Tampa Bay, Ci- 
relli 15, 19:15 (sh). 5, Tampa Bay, Gourde 
20 (Vasilevskiy), 19:51 (sh). 

Shots on Goai—Arizona 7-11-11—29. 
Tampa Bay 8-10-6—24. 

Power-piay opportunities—Arizona 0 
of 2; Tampa Bay 0 of 1. 

Goaiies—Arizona, Kuemper 24-17-6 (22 
shots-20 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 
35-8-4 (29-28). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:28. 

Canucks 3, Biackhawks 2 (OT) 


Vancouver 
Chicagc 
-irst 


020 1-3 
1 0 1 0-2 
First Period—1, Chicago, Toews 31 


Second Period—2, Vancouver, Edier 8 
(Horvat), 0:53 (pp). 3, Vancouver, Gran- 
lund 10 (Boeser, Pettersson), 6:22. 

Third Period—4, Chicago, Gustafsson 
14 (Kane, Keith), 16:47. 

Overtime—5, Vancouver, Horvat 25 
(Edier), 0:16. 

Shots on Goai—Vancouver 11-11-11- 
1-34. Chicago 10-4-17-31. 

Power-piay opportunities—Vancouver 
1 of 1; Chicago 1 of 3. 

Goaiies—Vancouver, Demko 2-2-0 (31 
shots-29 saves). Chicago, Crawford 12- 
15-3 (34-31). 

A-21,496 (19,717). T-2:24. 

Jets 3, Kings 2 

Winnipeg 2 1 0—3 

Los Angeies 1 1 0-2 

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Hayes 17 
(Connor, Ehlers), 11:32.2, Winnipeg, Con¬ 
nor 28 (Trouba, Wheeler), 12:37 (pp). 
3, Los Angeles, Walker 3 (Kovalchuk, 
Leipsic), 14:53. 

Second Period—4, Los Angeles, Brown 
19 (Doughty, Kopitar), 10:21 (pp). 5, Win¬ 
nipeg, Myers 9, 16:50. 

Shots on Goai—Winnipeg 6-12-10—28. 
Los Angeles 8-7-2—17. 

Power-piay opportunities—Winnipeg 
1 of 1; Los Angeles 1 of 2. 

Goaiies—Winnipeg, Brossoit 13-5-2 (17 
shots-15 saves). Los Angeles, Campbell 
7-13-1 (28-25). 

A-17,842 (18,230). T-2:24. 

Golden Knights 7, Sharks 3 

Vegas 3 1 3-7 

San Jose 2 0 1-3 

First Period—1, San Jose, Couture 

27 (Dillon, Nyquist), 0:30. 2, Vegas, 
W.Karlsson 21 (Marchessault, Smith), 
3:37.3, Vegas, Stone 33 (Smith, Marches¬ 
sault), 5:48 (pp). 4, San Jose, Thornton 17, 
9:54. 5, Vegas, Marchessault 25 (Smith), 
12:24. 

Second Period—6 , Vegas, Stastny 11 
(Miller, Pacioretty), 12:21 (pp). 

Third Period—7, Vegas, Smith 16 
(W.Karlsson), 0:43. 8, San Jose, Couture 

28 (Burns, Labanc), 10:55 (pp). 9, Vegas, 
Marchessault 26 (Engelland, Schmidt), 
17:39. 10, Vegas, Eakin 20 (Schmidt, The¬ 
odore), 18:22 (pp). 

Shots on Goai—Vegas 16-14-12—42. 
San Jose 9-13-17-39. 

Power-piay opportunities—Vegas 3 of 
6; San Jose 1 of 5. 

Goaiies-Vegas, Subban 7-7-0 (39 
shots-36 saves). San Jose, Dell 9-8-3 (30- 
27), Jones 34-15-5 (11-8). 

A-17,487 (17,562). T-2:26. 


NHL roundup 

Lightning wrap up 
Presidents' Trophy 


Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Steven Stam¬ 
kos scored his 36th goal of the 
season and the Tampa Bay Light¬ 
ning clinched the Presidents’ 
Trophy with a 4-1 victory over 
the Arizona Coyotes on Monday 
night. 

The Lightning, who have 116 
points, will have home-ice advan¬ 
tage throughout the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

Stamkos became the franchise 
leader in goals with his 384th. 

Victor Hedman added his 10th 
goal of the season and Andrei 
Vasilevskiy stopped 28 shots. 
Anthony Cirelli scored his fifth 
short-handed goal of the season 
while Yanni Gourde notched his 
20th goal of the season. 

Clayton Keller scored for Ari¬ 
zona, which remains one point 
ahead of Minnesota for the final 
wild-card spot in the Western 
Conference. 

Darcy Kuemper finished with 
20 saves. 

Stamkos’ record-breaking goal 
was scored at 6:54 of the first pe¬ 
riod as Stamkos, battling in front 
of the Arizona net, got his stick on 
Ryan McDonagh’s shot and de¬ 
flected the puck past Kuemper. 

The goal came in the 737th 
game for Stamkos and broke the 
tie with former captain Vinny 
Lecavalier, who set the record 
in 1,037 games with Tampa Bay 
from 1998-2013. 

Golden Knights 7, Sharks 
3: Reilly Smith and Jonathan 
Marchessault each had four 
points and visiting Vegas won 
for the ninth time in 10 games by 
beating San Jose. 

Smith assisted on three goals in 
the first period and added a score 
of his own in the third. Marches¬ 
sault had a goal and two assists 


in the first and an empty-netter 
in the third. William Karlsson, 
Mark Stone, Paul Stastny and 
Cody Eakin also scored for the 
Golden Knights. Malcolm Subban 
made 36 saves in place of injured 
Marc-Andre Fleury. 

In a possible playoff preview, 
Vegas moved within seven points 
of the Sharks with nine games to 
play in the race for home-ice ad¬ 
vantage in the first round of the 
playoffs. San Jose remains one 
point behind Pacific Division¬ 
leading Calgary, with the Flames 
holding a game in hand. 

Jets 3, Kings 2: Kyle Con¬ 
nor had a goal and an assist to 
lead visiting Winnipeg over Los 
Angeles. 

Kevin Hayes and Tyler Myers 
also scored for the Jets, who have 
a three-point lead on Nashville 
atop the Central Division. Lau¬ 
rent Brossoit made 15 saves. 

Sean Walker and Dustin Brown 
had the goals for the Kings. Jack 
Campbell stopped 25 shots. 

Los Angeles, which has dropped 
six of seven and 15 of 18, was 
eliminated from playoff conten¬ 
tion. At 58 points, the Kings are 
last in the Western Conference. 

Canucks 3, Biackhawks 2 
(OT): Bo Horvat scored 16 sec¬ 
onds into overtime, and visiting 
Vancouver stopped Chicago’s 
five-game winning streak. 

Alexander Edier and Markus 
Granlund also scored for Van¬ 
couver, which was coming off a 
3-2 shootout victory in Dallas on 
Sunday. Thatcher Demko made 
29 saves in his third career win. 

The Canucks (31-32-10) pulled 
within six points of Arizona 
for the second wild card in the 
jumbled bottom of the Western 
Conference. They begin a seven- 
game homestand on Wednesday 
night against Ottawa. 



Jason Behnken/AP 


Lightning center Steven Stamkos waves to the crowd after becoming 
the all-time franchise goal leader (384) with his first-period goal 
during Monday’s game against the Arizona Coyotes in Tampa, Fla. 
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NBA 


Roundup 


Scoreboard 


Nowitzki tops Wilt 
for 6th in scoring 


Associated Press 

DALLAS — For the 7-footer 
who has built a Hall of Fame ca¬ 
reer shooting from the outside, it 
was the perfect way to reach his 
latest milestone. 

Dirk Nowitzki swished a 20- 
foot jumper with 8:35 left in the 
first quarter Monday night, pass¬ 
ing Wilt Chamberlain for sixth 
place on the NBA’s career scor¬ 
ing list — but it wasn’t enough for 
the Dallas Mavericks. 

Elfrid Payton had his fifth 
straight triple-double and Julius 
Randle scored 30 points to help 
the New Orleans Pelicans beat 
the Mavericks 129-125 in over¬ 
time Monday night. 

Nowitzki moved past Chamber- 
lain (31,419 points) by making his 
first two shots of the game. The 
first was a 20-footer off an assist 
from Jalen Brunson. Then the 
40-year-old German took a feed 
from Luka Doncic and backed 
down Kenrich Williams before 
turning and launching from the 
top of the key. 

“I took my time and faced him 
up like I’ve done a million times 
and tried to shoot over him,” 
Nowitzki said. “It was good to 
get it over with in the first two 
shots.” 

Payton had 19 points, 11 assists 
and 10 rebounds. Dallas rookie 
Doncic turned in a triple-double 
of his own with 29 points, 13 
boards and 10 assists, including 
the pass that put Nowitzki higher 
up in the record book. 

“He deserves everything good 
that happens to him,” Doncic 
said. “It’s amazing the things he 
has accomplished, but this one is 
really amazing for him.” 

Nowitzki finished with eight 
points, giving him 31,424 in his 21 
seasons — trailing only Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar, Karl Malone, 
Kobe Bryant, LeBron James and 
Michael Jordan. 

The two jumpers were a fitting 
way for Nowitzki to pass Cham¬ 
berlain, whose listed height of 7- 
foot-1 is only an inch taller than 
Nowitzki. 

Nowitzki has made nearly 
2,000 three-pointers in his prolif¬ 
ic career, establishing the trend 
of big men with long-range shoot¬ 
ing capabilities. He’s an 88 per¬ 
cent free-throw shooter, 37 points 
higher than Chamberlain’s mark. 

Nuggets 114, Celtics 105: 
Nikola Jokic had 21 points and 13 
rebounds and visiting Denver ral¬ 
lied in the fourth quarter to beat 
Boston. 

Will Barton added 20 points for 
the Nuggets, who clinched a play¬ 
off spot for the first time since 
2012-13. They have won four 
straight. 

Spurs 111, Warriors 105: 

DeMar DeRozan had 26 points 
and nine rebounds, LaMarcus 
Aldridge added 23 points and 13 
rebounds and host San Antonio 


beat Golden State for its ninth 
straight win. 

San Antonio won its 11th 
straight at home and moved into 
fifth in the Western Conference at 
42-29 following Oklahoma City’s 
loss to Miami. 

Stephen Curry and Klay 
Thompson opened the game a 
combined 0-for-ll, but the War¬ 
riors’ defense allowed them to tie 
the game at 25 when Curry threw 
in a 61-footer to close the first 
quarter. 

Trail Blazers 106, Pacers 98: 

Damian Lillard had 30 points and 
15 assists as host Portland beat 
Indiana without starting guard 
C J McCollum. 

Jusuf Nurkic added 18 points 
and 11 rebounds for the Trail 
Blazers, who led by as many as 
21. Portland has won four of five 
and is holding onto fourth place in 
the Western Conference. 

Jazz 116, Wizards 95: Rudy 
Gobert had 14 points and 14 re¬ 
bounds, Donovan Mitchell scored 
19 and visiting Utah won its fourth 
straight by beating Washington. 

Gobert, the reigning Western 
Conference Player of the Week, 
was perfect from the field (6-for- 
6) for Utah, which started the 
night seventh in the West, one- 
half game behind San Antonio. 

Heat 116, Thunder 107: 
Goran Dragic had 26 points and 
11 assists, Dwyane Wade added 25 
points and Miami took advantage 
of Russell Westbrook’s absence to 
beat host Oklahoma City. 

Kelly Olynyk added 18 points 
and nine rebounds for Miami, 
which entered the game in eighth 
place in the Eastern Conference. 
The Heat snapped a six-game los¬ 
ing streak against Oklahoma City, 
which has lost nine of its past 13 
games to fall to sixth in the West¬ 
ern Conference. 

Raptors 128, Knicks 92: Jer¬ 
emy Lin scored 20 points, Fred 
VanVleet had 13 points and 12 as¬ 
sists for host Toronto. 

The victory came at a cost to 
the Raptors, who saw guard Kyle 
Lowry leave in the third quarter 
after suffering an injured right 
ankle. Lowry, who had 15 points 
and eight assists in 26 minutes, 
was back in the lineup after miss¬ 
ing the previous two games be¬ 
cause of a sore left ankle. 

Cavaliers 126, Pistons 119: 
Collin Sexton scored 27 points, 
including the go-ahead three- 
pointer with just under two min¬ 
utes to play, and host Cleveland 
defeated Detroit. 

Both teams were missing star 
players. Blake Griffin (rest) 
sat out for Detroit, while Kevin 
Love was out with a sore back for 
Cleveland after taking a hard fall 
in Saturday’s loss to Dallas. 

Bulls 116, Suns 101: Robin 
Lopez scored 24 points to help 
Chicago beat host Phoenix and 
snap a five-game losing streak. 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


50 21 .704 - 

45 25 .643 4'/2 


33 38 .465 

31 38 .449 

30 41 .423 


x-Toronto 
x-Philadelphia 

Boston ‘tj io . 

Brooklyn 36 36 . 

New York 14 57 . 

Southeast Division 
Miami 34 36 . 

Orlando 
Charlotte 
Washington 

Atlanta .ooo luyz 

Centrai Division 

x-Milwaukee 52 18 .743 - 

Indiana 44 27 .620 8'/2 

Detroit 36 34 .514 16 

Chicago 20 52 .278 33 

Cleveland 18 53 .254 34'/2 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 


44 26 .629 - 

42 29 .592 2'/2 

31 42 .425 im 

28 42 .400 16 


Northwest Division 


43 27 .614 4'/2 

42 29 .592 6 


41 30 .577 7 

34 35 .493 13 

31 39 .443 16'/2 

- 55 .236 31'/2 


Utah .. ... 

Minnesota 32 38 .457 15'/2 

Pacific Division 

x-Golden State 47 22 .681 - 

L.A. Clippers 
Sacramento 

Phoenix 

x-clinched playoff spot 

Monday’s games 
Cleveland 126, Detroit 119 
Utah 116, Washington 95 
Denver 114, Boston 105 
Toronto 128, New York 92 
Miami 116, Oklahoma City 107 
San Antonio 111, Golden State 105 
New Orleans 129, Dallas 125, OT 
Chicago 116, Phoenix 101 
Portland 106, Indiana 98 

Tuesday’s games 
Philadelphia at Charlotte 
Houston at Atlanta 
Golden State at Minnesota 
L.A. Lakers at Milwaukee 
Brooklyn at Sacramento 
Indiana at L.A. Clippers 

Wednesday’s games 
Boston at Philadelphia 
Milwaukee at Cleveland 
New Orleans at Orlando 
Utah at New York 
Houston at Memphis 
Washington at Chicago 
Miami at San Antonio 
Toronto at Oklahoma City 
Dallas at Portland 

Thursday’s games 
Denver at Washington 
Minnesota at Charlotte 
Utah at Atlanta 
Dallas at Sacramento 
Detroit at Phoenix 
Indiana at Golden State 

Monday 

Trail Blazers 106, Pacers 98 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 6-13 3-3 15, 
Young 1-8 0-0 2, M.Turner 9-17 8-10 28, 
Col I Ison 3-8 2-2 9, Matthews 4-8 3-4 14, 
McDermott 5-10 0-0 14, Sabonis 3-7 1-2 7, 
Leaf 0-0 0-0 0, Joseph 0-2 0-0 0, Evans 4-9 

1- 1 9. Totals 35-82 18-22 98. 

PORTLAND - Harkless 3-7 3-3 10, 

Aminu 5-8 2-2 16, Nurkic 8-15 2-2 18, Lil¬ 
lard 9-16 8-9 30, Layman 0-5 0-0 0, Collins 

2- 5 0-1 4, Kanter 2-4 2-2 6, Curry 3-8 2-2 11, 
Hood 5-10 0-011, E.Turner 0-10-0 0. Totals 
37-79 19-21 106. 

Indiana 31 17 24 26- 98 

Portland 28 27 33 18-106 

Three-point goals—Indiana 10-24 (Mc¬ 
Dermott 4-5, Matthews 3-5, M.Turner 2-6, 
Collison 1-2, Young 0-2, Evans 0-2, Bog¬ 
danovic 0-2), Portland 13-32 (Aminu 4-5, 
Lillard 4-9, Curry 3-6, Harkless 1-3, Hood 

1-4, Kanter 0-1, Collins 0-1, Layman 0-3). 
Fouled Out—Nurkic. Rebounds—Indiana 
39 (M.Turner, Young 10), Portland 37 (Nur¬ 
kic 11). Assists—Indiana 25 (Collison 7), 
Portland 24 (Lillard 15). Total Fouls-lndi- 
ana 21, Portland 23. A-19,393 (19,393). 

Pelicans 129, 
Mavericks 125 (OT) 

NEW ORLEANS - Williams 3-10 0-0 8, 
Davis 8-11 3-3 20, Randle 14-24 0-1 30, Pay- 
ton 5-12 7-8 19, RJackson 7-17 3-4 19, John¬ 
son 0-10-0 0, Miller 3-8 2-2 10, Diallo 3-7 2-2 
8, Okafor 1-3 0-0 2, Bertans 1-1 0-0 3, Clark 

4-10 2-2 10. Totals 49-104 19-22 129. 

DALLAS - Hardaway Jr. 7-18 4-4 21, 
Nowitzki 3-6 2-2 8, Powell 6-8 3-4 16, Don¬ 
cic 10-26 8-11 29, Brunson 6-13 1-1 14, 
Finney-Smith 2-6 0-0 5, J.Jackson 2-4 2-2 
6, Kleber 4-10 1-1 9, Mejri 4-6 0-0 9, Harris 
1-6 3-4 6, Burke 1-2 0-0 2, Broekhoff 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 46-105 24-29 125. 

New Orleans 28 21 35 26 19-129 

Dallas 34 25 20 31 15-125 

Three-point goals—New Orleans 12- 
39 (Randle 2-4, F.Jackson 2-6, Payton 2- 
6, Miller 2-7, Williams 2-8, Bertans 1-1, 
Davis 1-2, Johnson 0-1, Clark 0-4), Dallas 
9-35 (Hardaway Jr. 3-9, Powell 1-2, Mejri 
1-2, Harris 1-2, Brunson 1-3, Finney-Smith 
1-4, Doncic 1-7, J.Jackson 0-1, Nowitzki 
0-2, Kleber 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—New Orleans 55 (Williams 11), 
Dallas 50 (Doncic 13). Assists—New Or¬ 
leans 34 (Payton 11), Dallas 27 (Doncic 

10). Total Fouls—New Orleans 28, Dallas 
26. A-20,276 (19,200). 



Ashley Landis, The Dallas Morning News/AP 


Mavericks forward Dirk Nowitzki, right, celebrates with guard 
Jalen Brunson, left, and forward Dwight Powell after passing Wilt 
Chamberlain for the NBA’s sixth-ieading scoring record during the 
first haif Monday against the New Orleans Pelicans in Dallas. 


Spurs 111, Warriors 105 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 9-18 6-6 24, 
Green 4-8 0-2 10, Bogut 3-4 1-1 7, Curry 
9-25 1-1 25, Thompson 5-18 0-0 14, McK- 
innie 4-6 0-0 8, Looney 3-3 0-0 6, Bell 1-1 
0-0 2, Livingston 1-2 2-2 4, Cook 2-3 0-0 5. 
Totals 41-88 10-12 105. 

SAN ANTONIO - DeRozan 9-17 8-9 26, 
Aldridge 8-12 6-6 23, Poeltl 3-6 0-0 6, White 

5- 12 0-1 12, Forbes 1-5 0-0 3, Gay 7-16 2-2 
17, Bertans 2-7 0-1 5, Mills 3-7 2-2 10, Beli- 
nelli 3-6 1-1 9. Totals 41-88 19-22 111. 

Golden State 25 22 31 27-105 

San Antonio 25 33 24 29-111 

Three-point goals—Golden State 13- 
39 (Curry 6-18, Thompson 4-9, Green 2-4, 
Cook 1-2, McKinnie 0-2, Durant 0-4), San 
Antonio 10-26 (Belinelli 2-3, White 2-4, 
Mills 2-5, Gay 1-2, Aldridge 1-3, Forbes 1-3, 
Bertans 1-6). Rebounds—Golden State 43 
(Curry, Bogut 7), San Antonio 46 (Aldridge 
13). Assists-Golden State 27 (Curry 8), 
San Antonio 20 (DeRozan 8). Total Fouls— 
Golden State 20, San Antonio 12. Techni¬ 
cals—Golden State coach Warriors (De¬ 
fensive three second). A—18,354 (18,581). 

Heat 116, Thunder 107 

MIAMI - Jones Jr. 4-11 0-0 8, Olynyk 7- 
10 3-3 18, Adebayo 4-9 0-0 8, Richardson 3- 
14 2-2 9, Waiters 3-8 0-0 6, Johnson 5-8 4-4 
14, Whiteside 1-3 0-0 2, Dragic 9-17 2-2 26, 
Wade 10-17 4-5 25. Totals 46-97 15-16 116. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 9-18 9-9 
31, Grant 10-16 6-7 27, Adams 5-6 0-2 10, 
Schroder 7-16 4-6 20, Ferguson 3-9 0-0 9, 
Nader 2-7 2-3 6, Patterson 0-10-0 0, Morris 

2- 9 0-0 4, Felton 0-3 0-0 0, Burton 0-1 0-0 0, 
Diallo 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 38-87 21-27 107. 

Miami 27 31 28 30-116 

Okiahoma City 25 30 20 32-107 

Three-point goals—Miami 9-29 (Dragic 

6- 9, Olynyk 1-3, Wade 1-4, Richardson 1- 

5, Johnson 0-2, Jones Jr. 0-2, Waiters 0-4), 
Oklahoma City 10-37 (George 4-11, Fergu¬ 
son 3-9, Schroder 2-5, Grant 1-2, Felton 0- 

1, Diallo 0-1, Burton 0-1, Morris 0-3, Nader 
0-4). Fouled Out—Adams. Rebounds—Mi¬ 
ami 44 (Olynyk 9), Oklahoma City 49 
(Adams 12). Assists—Miami 30 (Dragic 

11), Oklahoma City 21 (Schroder 6). Total 
Fouls—Miami 23, Oklahoma City 17. Tech- 
nicals-Morris. A—18,203 (18,203). 

Raptors 128, Knicks 92 

NEW YORK - Hezonja 3-10 2-2 8, Knox 
4-14 2-2 12, Jordan 0-2 6-6 6, Mudiay 2-7 2-2 
7, Dotson 4-8 0-0 11, Thomas 1-3 1-2 4, El- 
lenson 3-6 3-4 9, Kornet 2-8 2-3 6, Robinson 
0-1 0-0 0, Allen 0-8 0-0 0, Jenkins 1-4 5-5 7, 
Trier 8-14 5-6 22. Totals 28-85 28-32 92. 

TORONTO - Green 4-6 2-5 13, Siakam 
9-14 0-2 19, Gasol 4-8 2-2 12, VanVleet 5- 
9 1-1 13, Lowry 5-12 0-1 15, Anunoby 6-12 
1-1 14, Powell 4-8 2-3 10, Boucher 1-2 0-0 

2, Miller 2-3 0-0 6, Moreland 1-2 0-0 2, Lin 

7- 11 5-7 20, McCaw 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 49-88 
13-22 128. 

New York 29 25 15 23- 92 

Toronto 38 35 28 27-128 

Three-point goals—New York 8-36 
(Dotson 3-7, Knox 2-6, Trier 1-2, Thomas 
1-2, Mudiay 1-3, Ellenson 0-2, Hezonja 0-3, 
Jenkins 0-3, Allen 0-3, Kornet 0-5), Toronto 
17-40 (Lowry 5-9, Green 3-4, Miller 2-3, 
VanVleet 2-4, Gasol 2-5, Lin 1-3, Siakam 1- 

3, Anunoby 1-6, Boucher 0-1, Powell 0-2). 
Fouled Out—Robinson. Rebounds—New 
York 36 (Jordan, Knox 6), Toronto 50 (Gasol 

11) . Assists—New York 16 (Hezonja, Trier, 
Mudiay, Jordan 3), Toronto 36 (VanVleet 

12) . Total Fouls-New York 18, Toronto 22. 
Technicals—Hezonja. A—19,800 (19,800). 

Nuisets 114, Celtics 105 

DENVER - Barton 9-17 0-0 20, Millsap 
4-7 3-3 12, Jokic 9-14 0-0 21, Murray 5-11 
0-0 11, Harris 5-13 2-2 16, Craig 5-7 2-3 13, 
Plumlee 1-3 1-2 3, Mo.Morris 5-9 0-0 11, 
Thomas 0-2 0-0 0, Beasley 3-11 0-0 7. To¬ 
tals 46-94 8-10 114. 

BOSTON - Tatum 3-12 1-2 8, Ma.Morris 
4-7 3-3 13, Horford 8-15 0-0 20, Irving 10- 
23 8-8 30, Smart 5-11 0-0 10, Brown 2-6 1-2 

6, Theis 2-5 1-2 6, Baynes 2-5 1-2 5, Rozier 

3- 9 0-0 7. Totals 39-93 15-19 105. 


Denver 24 31 25 34-114 

Boston 22 30 28 25-105 

Three-point goals—Denver 14-39 (Har¬ 
ris 4-7, Jokic 3-7, Barton 2-7, Craig 1-2, 
Mo.Morris 1-2, Murray 1-3, Millsap 1-3, 
Beasley 1-7, Thomas 0-1), Boston 12-39 
(Horford 4-8, Ma.Morris 2-3, Irving 2-8, 
Theis 1-2, Brown 1-4, Tatum 1-5, Rozier 1- 
6, Smart 0-3). Rebounds—Denver 51 (Jokic 

13), Boston 37 (Tatum 7). Assists—Denver 
29 (Jokic 7), Boston 24 (Tatum, Horford 6). 
Total Fouls—Denver 19, Boston 16. Tech¬ 
nicals—Denver coach Nuggets (Defen¬ 
sive three second). A-18,624 (18,624). 

Cavaliers 126, Pistons 119 

DETROIT - Brown 2-4 1-1 5, Maker 2-6 

2- 2 7, Drummond 9-20 3-6 21, Jackson 6- 
11 1-2 15, Ellington 8-15 2-2 25, Pachulia 

1- 1 1-1 3, I.Smith 5-12 2-2 13, Galloway 4- 
10 2-2 13, Kennard 2-9 3-3 9, Robinson III 

3- 7 0-0 8. Totals 42-95 17-21 119. 

CLEVELAND - Osman 7-14 5-5 21, Nwa- 
ba 5-6 3-5 13, Zizic 2-5 4-6 8, Sexton 10-16 

2- 2 27, Knight 7-13 0-0 16, Chriss 4-8 2-2 10, 
Frye 0-0 0-0 0, Stauskas 5-7 5-5 17, Clark¬ 
son 6-10 2-2 14. Totals 46-79 23-27 126. 

Detroit 32 29 27 31-119 

Cieveiand 25 35 27 39-126 

Three-point goals—Detroit 18-44 (El¬ 
lington 7-13, Galloway 3-7, Robinson III 
2-4, Kennard 2-6, Jackson 2-7, I.Smith 1- 
2, Maker 1-4, Brown 0-1), Cleveland 11-22 
(Sexton 5-6, Stauskas 2-3, Knight 2-4, Os¬ 
man 2-5, Clarkson 0-2, Chriss 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Detroit 48 (Drum¬ 
mond 21), Cleveland 36 (Chriss 10). As¬ 
sists—Detroit 24 (I.Smith, Drummond 5), 
Cleveland 22 (Osman 6). Total Fouls—De¬ 
troit 21, Cleveland 16. A-18,465 (20,562). 

Jazz 116, Wizards 95 

UTAH - Ingles 6-13 0-0 16, Favors 2-4 
0-0 4, Gobert 6-6 2-3 14, Rubio 4-7 0-0 8, 
Mitchell 8-18 0-0 19, O’Neale 1-2 0-0 3, 
Crowder 8-12 0-0 18, Sefolosha 3-5 0-0 6, 
Udoh 1-4 0-0 2, Niang 3-4 1-2 7, Neto 4-9 0- 
0 9, Korver 3-7 1-1 10. Totals 49-91 4-6 116. 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 5-7 0-0 12, Green 
2-7 0-0 5, Portis 4-9 0-0 11, Satoransky 4- 
7 0-0 8, Beal 4-12 7-8 15, Dekker 0-4 1-2 1, 
Brown Jr. 1-6 0-0 2, Parker 8-13 2-2 19, Bry¬ 
ant 2-8 1-2 5, Mahinmi 1-3 0-0 2, Randle 
2-3 0-0 5, McRae 1-2 8-8 10. Totals 34-81 
19-22 95. 

Utah 31 26 34 25-116 

Washington 24 21 26 24- 95 

Three-point goals—Utah 14-37 (Ingles 

4- 8, Korver 3-6, Mitchell 3-7, Crowder 2- 
6, O’Neale 1-2, Neto 1-4, Rubio 0-1, Niang 
0-1, Favors 0-1, Sefolosha 0-1), Washing¬ 
ton 8-27 (Portis 3-6, Ariza 2-3, Randle 1- 
2, Parker 1-4, Green 1-4, Satoransky 0-1, 
Bryant 0-1, Mahinmi 0-1, Dekker 0-2, Beal 
0-3). Rebounds—Utah 41 (Gobert 14), 
Washington 34 (Parker 7). Assists—Utah 
35 (Rubio 10), Washington 20 (Satoran¬ 
sky 6). Total Fouls—Utah 21, Washington 
16. Technicals—Washington coach Scott 
Brooks. A-15,637 (20,356). 

Bulls 116, Suns 101 

CHICAGO - LaVine 5-10 5-5 17, Mark- 
kanen 7-15 2-217, Lopez 11-14 2-2 24, Dunn 

5- 10 3-3 14, Harrison 3-9 0-0 6, Felicio 3-5 

4-5 10, Arcidiacono 3-5 2-4 8, Selden 3-7 1- 
2 7, Blakeney 3-10 0-0 6, Luwawu-Cabar- 
rot 3-4 1-1 7. Totals 46-89 20-24 116. 

PHOENIX - Bridges 4-8 3-5 12, Bender 
2-5 0-1 4, Ayton 12-17 1-1 25, Melton 0-2 0- 
0 0, Booker 9-24 6-10 25, Jackson 6-13 4-6 
18, Spalding 1-1 0-0 2, Daniels 3-7 2-3 10, 
Crawford 2-7 0-0 5. Totals 39-84 16-26 101. 

Chicago 34 22 30 30-116 

Phoenix 20 23 30 28-101 

Three-point goals—Chicago 4-16 
(LaVine 2-4, Dunn 1-2, Markkanen 1-4, Lu- 
wawu-Cabarrot 0-1, Selden 0-2, Blakeney 
0-3), Phoenix 7-26 (Jackson 2-4, Daniels 
2-4, Crawford 1-3, Bridges 1-4, Booker 1-8, 
Melton 0-1, Bender 0-2). Rebounds—Chi¬ 
cago 49 (Markkanen 9), Phoenix 38 (Ay- 
ton 12). Assists—Chicago 21 (LaVine 7), 
Phoenix 24 (Booker 7). Total Fouls—Chi¬ 
cago 22, Phoenix 22. Technicals—Phoe¬ 
nix coach Suns (Defensive three second), 
Jackson. A-15,879 (18,422). 
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MLB/SPORTS BRIEFS 


Intrigue: 6 

new skippers 
take control 



John Bazemore/AP 


Sox starting pitcher David Price and his teammates will try to 
become the first team since 2000 to win back-to-back World Series. 


Briefly 


Trout, Angels 
near $430M deal 


FROM BACK PAGE 

repeat as World Series champi¬ 
ons and more talk about changing 
how the game is played. 

In the meantime, Ichiro slipped 
into Tokyo’s Haneda airport on 
Friday under the cover of a gray 
and black cap pulled way down. 
He’s been highly visible since 
then; at a rare news conference, 
showing off in practice with trick 
catches in right field, and sign¬ 
ing autographs to fans lining the 
foul lines before exhibition games 
against the Tokyo Giants. 

Almost the only shirts for sale 
in the Tokyo Dome are Ichiro 
models. And they’re not cheap: 
between $35-45 for a T-shirt, $62 
for a sweat shirt, and a baseball 
with No. 51 goes for $30. 

“Yes, we are selling well be¬ 
cause Ichiro is a man of effort,” 
said Yu Takamiya, a vendor an¬ 
swering questions through his 
translator app. 

Ichiro told reporters on Satur¬ 
day that — based on spring train¬ 
ing — he’s lucky to be here. He 
hit .080 in Arizona, and he hasn’t 
played a regular-season game in 
a year. He was O-for-6 in two ex¬ 
hibition games against the Tokyo 
Giants. They don’t count officially. 
But if they did, he’s hitting .065. 

“This is a great gift for me,” 
he said a day after arriving. “I 
will treasure every moment here 
on the field. One week after this 
event, I will be reflecting back on 
these days.” 

As manager Bob Melvin knows 
Ichiro well from managing the 
Mariners 15 years ago. 

“There are certain guys that 
create that kind of buzz,” Mel¬ 
vin said. “He’s used to it, but it’s 
going to be a long few days for 
him. Once he gets on the field, 
that’s when you just do your thing 
and insulate.” 

Melvin recalled Ichiro’s relent¬ 
less training. It hasn’t changed. 
Ichiro was alone running across 
the outfield in several practices 
in Tokyo. 

“As far as playing and prepar¬ 
ing, there was nobody better,” 
Melvin said. 

A’s outfielder Stephen Piscotty, 
making his first visit to Japan, 
called Ichiro “a master.” 



Opening day: Seattle Mariners 
vs. Oakland Athletics at Tokyo 

AFN-Sports 

10:30 a.m. Wednesday GET 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday JKT 


“He still in control of his destiny 
here,” Piscotty said. “He’s pretty 
special and it’s an honor to be on 
the field with him. Obviously you 
look around, and you see how im¬ 
portant baseball is in Japan, and 
Ichiro’s a part of that.” 

Other key parts of the upcom¬ 
ing season: 

Roster reshuffling 

Bryce Harper was the biggest 
name to change places since last 
season, leaving the Nationals and 
signing a record $330 million, 
13-year contract with Philadel¬ 
phia. The Phillies were especially 
busy, adding J.T. Realmuto, Jean 
Segura, Andrew McCutchen and 
David Robertson. Also on the 
move were Manny Machado (Pa¬ 
dres), Paul Goldschmidt (Cardi¬ 
nals), Robinson Cano and Edwin 
Diaz (Mets), Nelson Cruz (Twins), 
Patrick Corbin (Nationals) and 
Josh Donaldson (Braves). 

But another slow market for 
many free agents meant All-Star 
closer Craig Kimbrel and former 
Cy Young winner Dallas Keuchel 
didn’t have jobs on the brink of a 
new season. 

Hiya, Skip! 

New Toronto manager Char¬ 
lie Montoyo quickly showed he’s 


all for trying new strategy — he 
played a four-man outfield defense 
against Harper in spring train¬ 
ing. There are six new skippers 
in the mqjors this year: Montoyo, 
David Bell (Reds), Rocco Baldelli 
(Twins), Chris Woodward (Rang¬ 
ers) and Brandon Hyde (Orioles) 
are doing this for the first time in 
the bigs. Brad Ausmus (Angels) 
has experience. 

New rules 

Despite a lot of discussion, 
nothing m^or for this season. 
No prohibition on shifts, no pitch 
clocks, and no requirement for 
pitchers to face at least three bat¬ 
ters until next year. No robot um¬ 
pires for now. One change could 
affect pennant races this summer 
— no trades after July 31, so no 
more deals in late August for an 
extra player in the postseason. 

Repeat after me 

It’s been a while since a team 
won back-to-back crowns — the 
Yankees were the last to do it, tak¬ 
ing their third straight title in 2000. 
Now, AL MVP Mookie Betts and 
the Red Sox will try to stop base¬ 
ball’s longest gap without a repeat 
champ. Clayton Kershaw and the 
Los Angeles Dodgers, meanwhile, 
will try to avoid becoming the first 
team to lose three straight World 
Series since star pitcher Christy 
Mathewson, famed manager John 
McGraw and the New York Giants 
fell in 1911-13. 

Opening next 

Everyone is in action for regular 
season play on March 28. Among 
the matchups: Red Sox at Seattle, 
Baltimore at Yankee Stadium and 
Arizona at Dodger Stadium. Also, 
the Cubs play at Texas — the last 
season at the park. 


From wire reports 

LOS ANGELES — The Los An¬ 
geles Angels on Tuesday morn¬ 
ing were nearing an agreement 
to lock down Mike Trout with a 
long-term contract that would 
keep him in Anaheim through 
2030, according to a source famil¬ 
iar with the negotiations but un¬ 
authorized to publicly comment. 

The deal is reportedly worth 
$430 million over 12 years, the 
biggest contract in sports history. 
It would net the perennial most- 
valuable-player candidate more 
money than even Philadelphia 
Phillies outfielder Bryce Harper, 
who earlier in March signed a 
$330-million, 13-year contract - a 
deal that was the most lucrative 
in baseball history. 

Trout, who is still searching 
for his first playoff victory in 
Anaheim, has been the subject 
of speculation for months now. A 
native of Millville, N.J., he was 
tied to the Phillies even before 
Harper signed there. The rumors 
ramped up upon Harper’s sign¬ 
ing, as Harper himself alluded 
on multiple occasions that he’d do 
what he could to lure Trout back 
to the East Coast. 

Trout, who signed a six-year, 
$144.5-million deal with the An¬ 
gels in 2015, likes his teammates 
and feels a deep sense of loyalty to 
Angels owner Arte Moreno, who 
has treated Trout and his family 
well over the years. 

The Angels have reached the 
playoffs only once since Trout, 
a first-round pick in 2009, was 
called up to the big leagues in the 
summer of 2011, getting swept by 
the Kansas City Royals in the 2014 
American League division series 
after winning 98 games and the 
American League West title. 

Ex-Auburn assistant 
Person pleads guilty 

NEW YORK — Former Au¬ 
burn University assistant coach 
and 13-year NBA veteran Chuck 
Person pleaded guilty Tuesday 


to a bribery conspiracy charge in 
the widespread college basketball 
bribery scandal, ensuring that 
none of the four coaches charged 
in the probe will go to trial. 

Person, 54, of Auburn, Ala¬ 
bama, entered the plea in Manhat¬ 
tan federal court, averting a June 
trial. He and his lawyer declined 
to speak afterward and made a 
quick exit from the courthouse. 

Prosecutors said Person ac¬ 
cepted $91,500 in bribes to steer 
players with NBA potential to a 
Pittsburgh-based financial advis¬ 
er. As part of the plea, he agreed 
to forfeit that amount. 

The plea deal has a recom¬ 
mended sentencing guideline 
range of two to IVi years in pris¬ 
on. The sentencing is scheduled 
for July 9. 

Person, former associate head 
coach at Auburn, was drafted by 
the Indiana Pacers in 1986 and 
played for five NBA teams over 
13 seasons. 

Japan Olympic official 
resigns amid scandal 

TOKYO — Tsunekazu Takeda 
is stepping down as the president 
of the Japanese Olympic Commit¬ 
tee amid a vote-buying scandal 
that French investigators suspect 
helped Tokyo land next year’s 
Olympics. 

Takeda announced Tuesday at 
the committee’s executive board 
meeting that he will resign when 
his term ends in June, and he 
again denied corruption allega¬ 
tions against him. 

The 71-year-old Takeda is also 
a powerful International Olympic 
Committee member and the head 
of its marketing commission. 
When he resigns, he will lose the 
IOC membership which is tied to 
his JOC presidency. 

The scandal, which French au¬ 
thorities have been investigating 
for several years, has cast a long 
shadow over the Tokyo Olympics 
and underlines flawed efforts by 
the IOC to clean up its bidding 
process.. 



NOW ARRIVING AT A 
LOCATION NEAR YOU 


The All-New 
2019 Ranger 

Custom order or choose from inventory. 
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New U.S. coach Gregg BerhaKer announced a surprising position 
change after his first training session with the full American player 
pool, shifting Tyler Adams to right back and DeAndre Yedlin, above, 
to wide midfield. Yedlin has primarily been used as a right back. 


Things to know 

UConn had time 
to adjust to seed 


US men 
shifting 
players 

By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

DAVENPORT, Fla. — New 
U.S. coach Gregg Berhalter an¬ 
nounced an intriguing position 
change after his first training 
session with the full American 
player pool Monday, moving Tyler 
Adams to right back and DeAn¬ 
dre Yedlin to wide midfield. 

Yedlin, at 25, is among the vet¬ 
erans retained after the failure to 
qualify for last year’s World Cup. 
He has been primarily a right 
back for the national team and 
Newcastle in England. 

Adams, a 20-year-old who 
made his debut under interim 
coach Dave Sarachan in Novem¬ 
ber 2017, has been a central mid¬ 
fielder for the national team, the 
New York Red Bulls and now RB 
Leipzig in Germany. 

“This is the beginning phases 
and we want to test it and we want 
to see how it looks and we want 
to see how he adapts and what it 
gives our team overall,” Berhal¬ 
ter said. 

Preparing for the CONCACAF 
Gold Cup in June, the Americans 
play exhibitions against Ecuador 
on Thursday in Orlando and Chile 
next week in Houston. 

Berhalter was hired in Decem¬ 
ber, the fourth American coach 
in just over two years, and led 
the U.S. to wins over Panama and 
Costa Rica using a roster exclu¬ 


sively from M^or League Soccer. 
Europe-based players joined the 
team this week. 

Berhalter was active during 
the training session on a wind¬ 
swept field adjacent to a hotel golf 
course, shouting instructions. 
Two white boards with player po¬ 
sitions were on the grass by the 
touchlines. 

“Obviously he’s a tactician and 
have great faith that obviously he 
really knows what he’s doing,” 
Yedlin said. “Just being out here 
one day with him, there’s a lot of 
details, especially on the tactical 
side.” 

One of the puzzles Berhalter 
must solve is how to get the team’s 
three 20-year-old midfielders on 
the field at the same time in ef¬ 


fective positions: Adams, Weston 
McKennie and Christian Pulisic. 
Michael Bradley (31) and Wil 
Trapp (26) seem likely to share 
time as a holding midfielder in a 
4-1-2-3 formation. 

“This is the beginning phases 
and we want to test it and we 
want to see how it looks,” Berhal¬ 
ter said. “When you’re looking 
at a profile of Michael Bradley 
or Will Trapp, a very controlling 
player, and you have the dynamic 
guy next to him in Tyler who can 
come inside and still be influen¬ 
tial from that position, we think 
it’s exciting and we want to take a 
look at it. It may not work exactly 
how we have planned and we’ll 
have to adapt. But I think in theo¬ 
ry it’s something worth trying.” 


By Stephen Hawkins 
Associated Press 

E veryone got an early look 
at the women’s NCAA 
Tournament bracket, 
revealing that UConn 
isn’t a No. 1 seed for the first time 
since 2006. 

The accidental early release of 
the 64-team bracket by ESPN just 
provided a couple of extra hours 
for the 11-time national champion 
Huskies to get fired up about their 
unusual position. 

“If you are going to do that, 
we’re going to do everything we 
can to prove everyone wrong,” 
UConn senior Napheesa Collier 
said. 

The Huskies (31-2) are still 
playing in the same Albany Re¬ 
gional they would have as a No. 
1, and have the same expected 
potential regional final matchup 
against Louisville (29-3), the top 
seed instead. 

There was no surprise with pe¬ 
rennial Big 12 champion Baylor 
(31-1) being the No. 1 overall seed. 
The Lady Bears, who are play¬ 
ing in the Greensboro Regional, 
have the nation’s longest winning 
streak at 23 games and were the 
unanimous No. 1 team in the last 
Associated Press poll of the sea¬ 
son that was released Monday. 

The other NCAA No. 1 seeds 
are defending national champion 
Notre Dame (30-3) in the Chicago 
Regional and SEC champion Mis¬ 
sissippi State (30-2), the national 
runner-up each of the past two 
seasons, in the Portland Regional. 

“I feel like for the first time in 
a long time that every region got 
as close as it can to the S-curve, 
and that does my heart good for 
women’s basketball,” Baylor coach 
Kim Mulkey said. 

“Not just our region, but if you 
look at the top 6-8 teams that 
could win this whole thing, below 
them they tried as best they could 
to cover geography but also cover 
the S-curve,” Mulkey said. “Usu¬ 
ally when you look at a bracket, you 
go, ‘Who got the toughest region?’ 
I don’t know that anybody got one 
any tougher than any others.” 

Here are some things to know 
about the women’s NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment that starts Friday: 

Two losses for a No. 2 

The last time UConn had multiple reg¬ 
ular-season losses was 2012-13, when 
the Huskies won the first of four consecu¬ 
tive national titles. After that, they lost 
only one regular-season game the next 
five seasons before their two losses this 
year — both on the road, at NCAA No. 1 
seeds Baylor and Louisville. 

“We did lose two games, so I'm sur¬ 
prised we’re a number two. I thought 
we would be a four or five," coach Geno 
Auriemma joked. “I mean, we’re not in 
one of those conferences that perennially 
wins women’s basketball national cham¬ 
pionships, so we can’t be expected to 
lose two games and not be dropped. I’m 
just happy they kept us at two." 


Regional flavor 

While Baylor will have to go to North 
Carolina for the Sweet 16, readily assum¬ 
ing that the Lady Bears win two games 
at home, there could be some real local 
flavor in Greensboro with third-seeded 
North Carolina State and fourth-seeded 
South Carolina also in that bracket. 

Baylor has won 37 consecutive home 
games. 

Notre Dame would go to Chicago, with 
that regional’s semifinal and final games 
only about 90 miles from the South Bend 
campus. Second-seeded Oregon could 
draw some huge crowds to the Sweet 16 
and Elite Eight games in Portland if the 
Ducks advance. 

Last in 

The selection committee on Sunday 
announced eight teams being considered 
for the final at-large berths. Five of those 
teams got in the field. 

Princeton later won the Ivy League 
tournament championship and an auto¬ 
matic berth. 

Tennessee still has perfect attendance 
in the women’s NCAA Tournament that 
started in 1982. The Lady Vols got in 
as a No. 11 seed and joined fellow SEC 
team Auburn, Indiana and Central Florida 
as the last four in. 

Among the last teams left out were Ar¬ 
kansas, Ohio and TCU. The NCAA said 
that James Madison was the final team 
left out. 

First time might be fast 

NCAA Tournament first-timers Abilene 
Christian, Bethune-Cookman and Towson 
will make their debuts playing past na¬ 
tional champions on their home courts. 

Southland Conference tournament 
champion Abilene Christian (23-9) stays 
in Texas to play Baylor. Towson (20-12) 
of the Colonial Athletic Association is a 
No. 15 seed at UConn. MEAC tourna¬ 
ment winner Bethune-Cookman (21-10) 
is a No. 16 seed headed to play at Notre 
Dame. 

Peak performance 

The Summit League was known by a 
different name the last time the league 
had an at-large women’s team. 

South Dakota State (26-6) got in the 
NCAA for the ninth time in 11 years with 
the Summit’s automatic berth after win¬ 
ning the conference tournament. 

South Dakota (28-5) is only the sec¬ 
ond team from the league to get an at- 
large bid. The last was Northern Illinois 
In 1994, when it was the Mid-Continent 
Conference. 

Big MAC 

Buffalo and Central Michigan both 
made it to the Sweet 16 last season as 
No. 11 seeds out of the Mid-American 
Conference. 

The Bulls and Chippewas are back in 
the NCAA Tournament. 

“I think that us getting in was a fluke 
in their eyes, and then when we went 
out and went to the Sweet 16, they said, 
‘We’ve got to take these people serious¬ 
ly,”’ Buffalo coach Felicia Leggett-Jack 
said, referring to last year’s MAC run. 

MAC tournament champ Buffalo (23- 
9) is the No. 10 seed in the Albany Re¬ 
gional. Central Michigan (25-7) is the No. 
8 in the Chicago Regional. 


NFL briefs 

Burfict released by Cincinnati 


Associated Press 

The Cincinnati Bengals released oft-suspended 
linebacker Vontaze Burfict on Monday. 

Burfict’s career was marked more by his behav¬ 
ior than his tackling skills. In his seven years with 
the Bengals, he was suspended by the NFL to start 
each of the past three seasons, mostly for egregious 
hits that violated the league’s player safety rules. 

His most notable performance might have been 
when Burfict and Adam “Pacman” Jones got 15- 
yard penalties in the 2015 playoffs that set up a 
Steelers field goal with 14 seconds left for an 18-16 
win. 

Undrafted out of Arizona State, Burfict played in 
75 games with 73 starts. He made 684 tackles, had 
8 V 2 sacks, five interceptions, 33 passes defensed, 
four forced fumbles and four fumble recoveries. He 
made the 2013 Pro Bowl. 

“As we continue to build our roster for the 2019 
season, we felt it best to give both the team and Von¬ 
taze a fresh start,” Bengals coach Zac Taylor said. 

Defensive tackle Ngata retires 

Haloti Ngata found a unique way to announce 
his retirement from the NFL: from atop Mount 


Kilimanjaro. 

The 35-year-old Ngata, who played with the Ea¬ 
gles last season following three years with the Lions, 
was at his best with Baltimore. He made two All-Pro 
teams and five Pro Bowls with the Ravens in nine 
seasons after being a first-round draft pick in 2006. 

Statistics were not the measure for Ngata, who 
tied up blockers on the interior and freed players 
such as Ray Lewis and Terrell Suggs to do their 
damage for the Ravens. 

In other NFL news: 

■ The Washington Redskins on Monday signed 
offensive tackle Ereck Flowers to a $4 million, one- 
year contract. 

Flowers becomes Washington’s new swing tackle 
behind Trent Williams and Morgan Moses after Ty 
Nsekhe left to sign with the Buffalo Bills. 

The Redskins are Flowers’ third team after three- 
plus seasons with the New York Giants and then half 
a season with the Jacksonville Jaguars. 

■ Quarterback Blake Bortles has agreed to a one- 
year deal to become Jared Goff’s backup with the 
Los Angeles Rams. 

Bortles joins the Rams after spending his first 
five NFL seasons as the starter for the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, who chose him with third overall in 2014. 
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Surprise! Baylor tops leaked bracket 

Bears lead picks released early by ESPN; UConn not No. 1 seed for first time since 2006 


By Doug Feinberg 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — One of the joys 
of March Madness is the surpris¬ 
ing things that can happen during 
the NCAA Tournament. For the 
women, there was an unpleasant 
surprise before the tournament 
even began when the field was re¬ 
vealed early thanks to a produc¬ 
tion error. 

The bracket was mistakenly 
broadcast by ESPN hours before 
the network had its selection show 
revealing Baylor, Notre Dame, 
Mississippi State and Louisville 
as the No. 1 seeds in the women’s 
NCAA Tournament on Monday. 
ESPN apologized and scrambled 
to air an early selection show to 
release the brackets while screen- 
shots of the picks were shared 
across social networks. 

“In working with the NCAA 
to prepare for tonight’s Women’s 
Selection Special we received the 
bracket, similar to years past. In 
the midst of our preparation, the 
bracket was mistakenly posted 
on ESPNU,” the network said in 
a statement. “We deeply regret 
the error and extend our apology 
to the NCAA and the women’s 
basketball community. We will 
conduct a thorough review of our 
process to ensure it doesn’t hap¬ 
pen in the future.” 

In 2016, the men’s bracket was 
leaked during the selection show, 
reverberating on Twitter and 
elsewhere as fans wondered if the 
picks were accurate. 

The No. 1 Lady Bears are the 
top team in the Greensboro Re¬ 
gional while defending champion 
Notre Dame is the first choice in 
Chicago. Baylor was the overall 
top seed in the field and will be 
trying to reach the Final Four 
for the first time since 2012. 
The team has won 23 consecu¬ 
tive games — the longest active 
streak. 

The Irish are looking to repeat 
as champions and are potentially 
better than the team that won the 
school’s first championship since 
2001 last season. Notre Dame re¬ 
turns most of its team from last 
year, including Final Four MVP 
Arike Ogunbowale, who hit game¬ 
winning shots in the semifinals 
and championship game. The 
team also added talented forward 
Brianna Turner, who missed last 
season with a knee injury. 

“I definitely think with Brian¬ 
na Turner we’re a more talented 
team and we have a couple more 
people on the bench too,” Notre 
Dame coach Muffet McGraw 
said. 

Mississippi State is the No. 1 
seed in the Portland Regional, 
where Oregon is the second seed. 
Louisville is the top choice in the 
Albany Regional, where No. 2 
UConn potentially awaits. 

“We’re thrilled to have the 
season we’ve had. We played an 
outstanding schedule. At the end 


First Round 

March 22-23 

1 Baylor (31-1) 


Second Round 

March 24-25 


I 

16 Abilene Christian (23-9) 

8 California (19-12) Mar. 25 

9 N. Carolina (18-14) - 


5 Florida St. (23-8) 

d I 

z 12Bucknell (28-5) - 

I 4 South Carolina (21 -9) Mar. 24 

o 13 Belmont (26-6) | - 

6 Kentucky (24-7) 

9 11 Princeton (22-9) |- 

■g, 3 NC State (26-5) Mar. 25 

ir 14 Maine (25-7) |- 

7 Missouri (23-10) 

I 10 Drake (27-6) | - 

G 2 Iowa (26-6) _ Mar. 24 

I 15 Mercer (25-7) - 


1 Mississippi St. (30-2) 

I 16 Southern U. (20-12) |- 

I 8 South Dakota (28-5) Mar. 24 
K 9 Clemson (19-12) |- 

5 Arizona St. (20-10) 

g- 12UCF (26-6) ^- 

« 4 Miami (FL) (24-8) Mar. 24 

o 13FGCU(28-4) | - 

6 South Dakota St. (26-6) 

z 11 Quinnipiac (26-6) ~| - 

i 3 Syracuse (24-8) Mar. 25 

^ 14Fordham(25-8) | - 

7 Texas (23-9) 

5 10 Indiana (20-12) |- 

I 2 Oregon (29-4) Mar. 24 

^ 15PortlandSt. (25-7) - 


of the day, I thought we might be 
going to Albany as 1 or 2,” Lou¬ 
isville coach Jeff Walz said. “It’s 
really great to be a 1 seed and we 
know there’s a lot of work in front 
of us.” 

Walz won’t coach the Cardi¬ 
nals’ opening game against Rob¬ 
ert Morris as he will be serving 
a one-game suspension for using 
profane language toward NCAA 
officials during the Final Four 
last year. The veteran coach said 
he expects to have the support of 
the UConn fans if his team reach¬ 
es the Sweet 16 and plays in up¬ 
state New York. Maryland is the 
No. 3 seed in Albany and Oregon 
State is the 4. 

“If we’re fortunate to get that 
far I’m confident that half of the 


I NCAA TOURNAMENT 



Greensboro 

N.C. 

April 1 


Final Four 

Tampa Bay 


Chicago 


Mar. 30 


National 

Championship 

I April 7 I 


Mar. 30 


Portland 

Ore. 

Mar. 31 


Albany 

N.Y. 


Mar. 29 


UConn fans will be wearing Lou¬ 
isville gear and they won’t know 
who to cheer for,” Walz said, 
laughing. 

It’s the first time since 2006 
that the Huskies aren’t a No. 1 
seed. UConn will try to continue 
its record Final Four run, looking 
to advance that far for the 12th 
consecutive year. 

“I don’t think it matters one 
way or another,” UConn coach 
Geno Auriemma said. “We’ve lost 
national championships being a 
No. 1 seed and we’ve won national 
championships being a 2 or 3 seed 
if I’m not mistaken.” 

Tennessee snuck into the field 
as an 11. The Lady Vols have been 
in every NCAA Tournament since 
the first one in 1982. 


“We felt Tennessee and other 
teams in our last four in had sig¬ 
nificant wins,” NCAA selection 
committee chair Rhonda Lundin 
Bennett said. “That went into de¬ 
termining they were an at-large 
selection.” 

On the other end of the spec¬ 
trum, Abilene Christian, Bet- 
hune-Cookman and Towson all 
are making their first NCAA 
tournament appearances. 

The women’s tournament be¬ 
gins Friday. The Final Four takes 
place in Tampa, Fla., on April 5, 
with the championship game two 
days later. 

Other top seeds in Greensboro 
are No. 2 Iowa, No. 3 N.C. State 
and No. 4 South Carolina. The 
Gamecocks will play the first two 


First Round 
Second Round March 22-23 
March 24-25 

1 Notre Dame (30-3) 


16 Bth. Cookman (21 -10) 3 

_ g 

8 Central Mich. (25-7) ^ 


14 N. Mexico St. (26-6) 
7 BYU (25-6) 


9 Michigan St. (20-11) 


5 Marquette (26-7) 


4 Texas A&M (24-7) 


6 DePaul (26-7) 

11 Missouri St. (23-9) 


2 Stanford (28-4) 


1 Louisville (29-3) 


16 Robert Morris (22-10)1 
i Michigan (21-11) | 


9 Kansas St. (21-11) 
5 Gonzaga (28-4) 


4 Oregon St. (24-7) 


13 Boise St. (28-4) 
6 UCLA (20-12) 


11 Tennessee (19-12) ^ 

ind (28-4) J 


■d (26-6) 


7 Rutgers (22-9) 


2 UConn (31-2) 
15 Towson (20-12) 


rounds in Charlotte as the men’s 
NCAA Tournament is being 
played on South Carolina’s home 
court. 

Mississippi State and Oregon 
will be joined by Syracuse and 
Miami as host teams in the Port¬ 
land Regional. 

The Fighting Irish will poten¬ 
tially play their first two games at 
home before only having to drive 
90 minutes to Chicago for the 
regional. Other top teams in the 
Irish’s region are Stanford, Iowa 
State and Texas A&M. 

The ACC leads the way with 
eight teams in the field while the 
SEC has seven. The Pac-12 and 
Big Ten each have six teams. 
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Historically black colleges 
carry the flag in First Four 



Julie Bennett/AP 


Prairie View A&M players celebrate winning the SWAC title and an 
NCAA bid. The Panthers played in the Rrst Four on Tuesday. 


By Mitch Stacy 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Prairie 
View A&M made the First Four 
this year as a representative 
of a league made up of histori¬ 
cally black schools, at least one 
of which has been in the play-in 
round every year since the NCAA 
Tournament field was expanded 
to 68 teams in 2011. 

But coach Byron Smith prefers 
not to view it that way. 

Smith, whose Panthers played 
Fairleigh Dickinson on Tuesday 
night, sees them more as repre¬ 
senting the school, the conference 
and college basketball rather than 
being a flag carrier for the group 
of schools known as Historically 
Black College and Universities or 
HBCUs. 

“Obviously, I respect it,” Smith 
said. “And we’re representing the 
game and the people that came 
before us. So it’s not something I 
pay a lot of attention to, but I still 
respect it, that we’re an HBCU.” 

The First Four has become one 
of the few national showcases for 
HBCU’s — the group of more 
than 100 schools, mostly in the 
South, that predate integration 
and now reside in the lower tier of 
Division I basketball. 

They get a tournament start 
that won’t end against jugger¬ 
nauts Duke or Gonzaga, although 
the No. 1 seed usually is next if 
they can make it out of Dayton. 

“It gives you a chance to win 
a tournament game,” said Mike 
Davis, who coached Texas South¬ 
ern to a win over North Carolina 
Central in the First Four last sea¬ 
son before taking over at Detroit 
Mercy. 

That game pitted HBCUs 
against each other for the first 
time in the First Four, ensuring 
one of them would advance. Texas 
Southern got the first tournament 
win in school history, beating 
North Carolina Central 64-46 
in what was called the “national 
championship” of HBCU teams. 

Texas Southern then was wal¬ 
loped by No. 1 seed Xavier by 19 
points. 

Prairie View (22-12), a school 


of about 8,000 students northwest 
of Houston, won the Southwest 
Athletic Conference Tournament 
to get the automatic bid and a trip 
to Dayton. The Panthers face 
New Jersey’s Fairleigh Dickin¬ 
son (20-13) for the right to play 
No. 1 Gonzaga in a West Regional 
opener on Thursday. 

On Wednesday, N.C. Central, 
winner of the Mid-Eastern Ath¬ 
letic Conference Tournament, 
is back in Dayton for the third 
straight year, facing North Da¬ 
kota State. The winner will move 
on to play Duke, the No. 1 seed in 
the East Regional. 

If history is any indication, 
there probably aren’t any brack¬ 
et-busters here. 

The NCAA expanded the field 


to 65 in 2001 with a single play- 
in game, then went to the current 
format in 2011. Every year except 
2001 an HBCU team from the 
SWAC or MEAC has been a par¬ 
ticipant in play-in games. They’ve 
won just five times in 17 games, 
all of those teams going on to lose 
in the first game of the round of 
64. 

Teams from those conferenc¬ 
es have advanced to the second 
round of 32 just four times over 
the years. 

Prairie View is making its first 
NCAA Tournament appearance 
in 21 years. 

“It’s important for our culture 
most of all,” Panthers guard An¬ 
toine Lister said, “to go out and 
represent in a positive manner.” 


Scoreboard 


FIRST FOUR 
At Dayton, Ohio 
Tuesday, March 19 

Fairleigh Dickinson (20-13) vs. Prairie 
View A&M (22-12) 

Belmont (26-5) vs. Temple (23-9) 
Wednesday, March 20 
N.C. Central (18-15) vs. North Dakota 
State (18-15) 

AFN-Sports 11:30 p.m. Wednesday 
CET, 7:30 a.m. Thursday JKT 

Arizona State (22-10) vs. St. John’s (21- 
12) 

AFN-Sports 2 a.m. Thursday CET, 10 
a.m. Thursday JKT 

EAST REGIONAL 
First Round 
Thursday, March 21 
At Jacksonviiie, Fia. 

LSU (26-6) vs. Yale (22-7) 

AFN-Sports2 5:30 p.m. Thursday CET, 
1:30 a.m. Friday JKT 

Maryland (22-10) vs. Belmont-Temple 
winner 

AFN-Sports2 8 p.m. Thursday CET, 4 
a.m. Friday JKT 

At Des Moines, Iowa 

Louisville (20-13) vs. Minnesota (21- 

13) 

AFN-Sports 5 p.m. Thursday CET, 1 
a.m. Friday JKT 

Michigan State (28-6) vs. Bradley (20- 

14) 

AFN-Sports 7:30 p.m. Thursday CET, 
3:30 a.m. Friday JKT 

Friday, March 22 
At Coiumbia, S.C. 

Duke (29-5) vs. N.C. Central-North Da¬ 
kota State winner 

AFN-Sports Mid Friday CET, 8 a.m. Sat¬ 
urday JKT 

VCU (25-7. 

AFN-Sports 2:30 a.m. Saturday CET, 
10:30 a.m. Saturday JKT 

At San Jose, Caiif. 

Mississippi State (23-10) vs. Liberty 
(28-6) 

AFN-Sports2 12:15 a.m. Saturday CET, 
8:15 a.m. Saturday JKT 

Virginia Tech (24-8) vs. Saint Louis (23- 
12) 

Second Round 
Saturday, March 23 
At Jacksonviiie, Fia. 

LSU-Yale winner vs. Maryland—Bel¬ 
mont-Temple winner 

At Des Moines, Iowa 
Michigan State-Bradley winner vs. 
Louisville-Minnesota winner 
Sunday, March 24 
At Columbia, S.C. 

Duke-N.C. Central-North Dakota State 
winner vs. VCU-UCF winner 

At San Jose, Caiif. 

Virginia Tech-Saint Louis winner vs. 
Mississippi State-Liberty winner 

SOUTH REGiONAL 
First Round 
Thursday, March 21 
At Hartford, Conn. 

Villanova (25-9) vs. Saint Mary’s (22- 
11 ) 

Purdue (23-9) vs. Old Dominion (26-8) 

Friday, March 22 
At Coiumbia, S.C. 

Mississippi (20-12) vs. Oklahoma (19- 
13) 

AFN-Sports2 5:30 p.m. Friday CET, 1:30 
cum. Saturday JKT 

Virginia (29-3) vs. Gardner-Webb (23- 
11 ) 

AFN-Sports2 8 p.m. Friday CET, 4 a.m. 
Saturday JKT 

At Coiumbus, Ohio 
Cincinnati (28-6) vs. Iowa (22-11) 
AFN-Sports 5 p.m. Friday CET, 1 a.m. 
Saturday JKT 

Tennessee (29-5) vs. Colgate (24-10) 

AFN-Sports 7:30 p.m. Friday CET, 3:30 
a.m. Saturday JKT 

At San Jose, Caiif. 

Kansas State (25-8) vs. UC Irvine (30- 
5) 

Wisconsin (23-10) vs. Oregon (23-12) 

Second Round 
Saturday, March 23 
At Hartford, Conn. 

Purdue-Old Dominion winner vs. Vil- 
lanova-Saint Mary’s winner 

Sunday, March 24 
At Columbia, S.C. 

Virginia-Gardner-Webb winner vs. 
Mississippi-Oklahoma winner 

At Columbus, Ohio 

Tennessee-Colgate winner vs. Cincin- 
nati-lowa winner 


At San Jose, Calif. 

Kansas State-UC Irvine winner vs. 
Wisconsin-Oregon winner 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
Thursday, March 21 
At Jacksonville, Fla. 

Kentucky (27-6) vs. Abilene Christian 
(27-6) 

AFN-Sports Mid Thursday CET, 8 a.m. 
Friday JKT 

Wofford (29-4) vs. Seton Hall (20-13) 

AFN-Sports 2 a.m. Friday CET, 10 a.m. 
Friday JKT 

At Salt Lake City 

Auburn (26-9) vs. New Mexico State 
(30-4) 

AFN-Pacific 6 p.m. Thursday CET, 2 
a.m. Friday JKT 

Kansas (25-9) vs. Northeastern (23- 
10) 

AFN-Pacific 8:50 p.m. Thursday CET, 
4:50 a.m. Friday JKT 

Friday, March 22 


Utah State (28-6) vs. Washington (26- 

8) 

AFN-Pacific 11:45 p.m. Friday CET, 7:45 
a.m. Saturday JKT 

North Carolina (27-6) vs. Iona (17-15) 

AFN-Pacific 2:15 a.m. Saturday CET, 
10:15 a.m. Saturday JKT 

At Tulsa, Okla. 

Houston (31-3) vs. Georgia State (24- 
9) 


14) 


Iowa State (23-11) vs. Ohio State (19- 

Second Round 
Saturday, March 23 
At Jacksonville, Fla. 

Kentucky-Abilene Christian winner vs. 
Wofford-Seton Hall winner 

At Salt Lake City 

Kansas-Northeastern winner vs. Au¬ 
burn-New Mexico State winner 

Sunday, March 24 
At Nationwide Arena 
Columbus, Ohio 

North Carolina-lona winner vs. Utah 
State-Washington winner 

At Tulsa, Okla. 

Houston-Georgia State winner vs. 
Iowa State-Ohio State winner 

WEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
Thursday, March 21 
At Hartford, Conn. 

Florida State (27-7) vs. Vermont (27-6) 
Marquette (24-9) vs. Murray State (27- 
4) 

At Des Moines, Iowa 
Nevada (29-4) vs. Florida (19-15) 
AFN-Pacific 11:45 p.m. Thursday CET, 
7:45 a.m. Friday JKT 

Michigan (28-6) vs. Montana (26-8 
AFN-Pacific 2:15 a.m. Friday CET, 10:15 
a.m. Friday JKT 

At Salt Lake City 

Gonzaga (30-3) vs. Fairleigh Dickin- 
son-Prairie View A&M winner 

AFN-Sports2 12:15 a.m. Friday CET, 
8:15 a.m. Friday JKT 

Syracuse (20-13) vs. Baylor (19-13) 
AFN-Sports2 3 a.m. Friday CET, 11 a.m. 
Friday JKT 

Friday, March 22 
At Tulsa, Okla. 

Texas Tech (26-6) vs. Northern Ken¬ 
tucky (26-8) 

AFN-Pacific 6 p.m. Friday CET, 2 a.m. 
Saturday JKT 

Buffalo (31-3) vs. Arizona State-St. 
John’s winner 

AFN-Pacific 8:50 p.m. Friday CET, 4:50 
a.m. Saturday JKT 

Second Round 
Saturday, March 23 
At Hartford, Conn. 

Florida State-Vermont winner vs. Mar- 
quette-Murray State winner 

At Wells Fargo Arena 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Michigan-Montana winner vs. Ne- 
vada-Florida winner 

At Salt Lake City 

Gonzaga—Fairleigh Dickinson-Prairie 
View A&M winner vs. Syracuse-Baylor 
winner 

Sunday, March 24 
At Tulsa, Okla. 

Texas Tech-Northern Kentucky win¬ 
ner vs. Buffalo—Arizona State-St. John’s 
winner 


Seton Hall beat expectations getting to 4tli straight NCAAs 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated Press 

SOUTH ORANGE, N. J. — Seton Hall is 
heading to its school record-tying fourth 
straight NCAA Tournament, and this time 
the Pirates feel like they are playing with 
house money. 

Picked by the Big East Conference 
coaches to finish eighth in the 10-team 
league in the preseason poll, Seton Hall 
surprised many, posting a 20-13 record 
and coming within a shot of knocking off 
defending national champion Villanova in 
the conference tournament title game. 

The young Pirates are seeded 10th in 


the Midwest and will face seventh-seeded 
Wofford (29-4) on Thursday night in Jack¬ 
sonville, Fla. The Terriers are riding a 20- 
game winning streak behind the outside 
shooting of Fletcher Magee and the inside 
play of power forward Cameron Jackson. 

“We fought against adversity,” Seton Hall 
leading scorer Myles Powell (22.9 points) 
said Monday. “No one expected us to be 
here. Everybody said this was a rebuilding 
year. It was up to us to believe in each other 
and do things that people didn’t think that 
we could. That’s an achievement.” 

Seton Hall lost a lot after last season 
with seniors Desi Rodriguez, Angel Del¬ 
gado and Khadeen Carrington all finishing 


their careers along with Ismael Sanogo, 
who split time at the power forward with 
Michael Nzei. 

It was roughly 60 percent of the Pirates’ 
scoring and roughly 100 percent of their 
leadership. 

Powell and Nzei stepped into the leader¬ 
ship role, and Powell became the catalyst 
of an offense that searches on a game-by- 
game basis for a second option. Sometimes, 
it’s Nzei or big man Sandro Mamukelas- 
hvili or guards Myles Cale or Quincy 
McKnight. 

Coach Kevin Willard’s focus is trying to 
figure out how to stop Wofford. The Terri¬ 
ers’ only four losses have been to tourna¬ 


ment teams — North Carolina, Kansas, 
Mississippi State and Oklahoma. 

Willard told everyone to remember Ma¬ 
gee’s name. The senior guard has hit 502 
career three-pointers, breaking the old 
Southern Conference record set by Ste¬ 
phen Curry (Davidson) before he went to 
the NBA. 

“They are a great team,” said 
Mamukelashvili, who probably will get the 
assignment on Jackson, who is averaging 
almost 15 points and 7.5 rebounds. “They 
run. They have great shooters. Coach com¬ 
pared them to Marquette and Creighton 
because of how hard they play and how fast 
they play.” 
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Reducing the bracket: 


A look at the numbers 


Nam Y. Huh/AP 

Isaiah Livers, center, and Michigan is one of six teams that remain 
once you apply advanced statistics to the 68 teams in the field. 


Stat No. 1; 

Overall ranking 

The main measure of overall team 
strength at barttorvik.com is called T- 
Rank. Each of the past 11 national 
champs w/as in the top 23 in T-Rank, 
based on their performance prior to the 
NCAA Tournament. The 2014 Connecti¬ 
cut team, which won the title as a No. 7 
seed, is the one that was No. 23. Plenty 
of this season’s longshots can look to 
those Huskies for inspiration. 

So let’s start our exercise by listing the 
current top 23 in T-Rank — our initial 
list of national title contenders: Virginia, 
Gonzaga, Duke, Michigan, North Caro¬ 
lina, Michigan State, Texas Tech, Ken¬ 
tucky, Tennessee, Purdue, Virginia Tech, 
Houston, Auburn, Wisconsin, Louisville, 
Florida State, Kansas State, Iowa State, 
LSU, Kansas, Mississippi State, Clemson 
and Maryland. 

Cross Clemson off the list for failing to 
make the tournament. 

Stat No. 2: 

Adjusted offensive efficiency 

This is a measure of how many points a 
team scores per 100 possessions — ad¬ 
justed to account for opponent strength 
and venue. The national champs in our 
sample were all ranked in the top 55 in 
adjusted offensive efficiency. (Yup, 2014 
UConn was the team at No. 55.) 

A couple of teams in our 2019 group 
don’t make the cut on this one: Say good¬ 
bye to Wisconsin (70th) and Kansas 
State (87th). 

Stat No. 3 

Adjusted defensive efficiency 

The same stat as the last one, but 
for defense. Each national champ was 
in the top 40, with 2011 UConn (40th) 
and 2009 North Carolina (38th) pressing 
their luck the most. 

So we eliminate anyone not in the top 
40 this season: That means you. Auburn 
(44th), Iowa State (63rd), LSU (64th) 
and Mississippi State (54th). 

Stat No. 4: 

Defensive eFG% 

Effective field goal percentage (eFG%) 
is a measure of field goal percentage 
in which three-pointers are given extra 
weight. You want to hold your opponents 
to a poor eFG%, obviously. Each of the 
last 11 national champions entered the 


tournament in the top 102 in defensive 
eFG%. Duke in 2015 was the worst in 
this regard. The Blue Devils were in a 
three-way tie for 100th in defensive 
eFG% before the NCAAs. 

Purdue (117th) drops off our contend¬ 
ers list this season for being just a bit sub¬ 
standard in this area. 

Stat No. 5: 

T0% 

Now things are really going to get in¬ 
teresting. This stat — turnover percent¬ 
age — measures how often a team turns 
the ball over, while accounting for the 
team’s total number of possessions. The 
shakiest recent champion in this regard 
was UConn in 2014, which was one of 
10 teams tied for 116th in the category 
before the tournament began. So we’ll 
say any prospective champion this year 
should be in the top 125 in this stat. 

That eliminates: Michigan State 
(189th), Texas Tech (151st), Kentucky 
(172nd), Florida State (222nd), Kansas 
(191st) and Maryland (258th). 

Duke (121st) and Louisville (124th) 
barely make it past the threshold, but 
they remain safe for now. 

Stat No. 6: 

Defensive free-throw rate 

This is a measure of how often a 
team puts its opponents on the line. 
The calculation is: (Free Throw Attempts 
Allowed)/(Field Goal Attempts Allowed). 
It’s certainly nice to keep opponents off 
the free-throw line, but in 2013, Louis¬ 
ville was able to win the tournament after 
entering as the 121st-best team in the 
country in that regard. So anyone in the 
top 121 can stay on the list. 

So long, Tennessee (223rd), Houston 
(284th) and Louisville (141st). 

So, if you’ve been keeping track, you’ll 
see that we’re down to the following six 
teams: Virginia, Gonzaga, Duke, Michi¬ 
gan, North Carolina and — if you’re look¬ 
ing for a longshot — Virginia Tech. Could 
someone else win the title? Of course. 
You never know when another outlier 
like that 2014 UConn team might come 
along. But the six teams in this group ap¬ 
pear to have few red flags, statistically. 

The question now is how to pick one 
champion from that group of six. At a cer¬ 
tain point, even math has its limits. 

Time to start researching their 
mascots. 


John Locher, above, and Chuck Burton, below/AP 

Above: Rui Hachimura and Gonzaga are the No. 1 seed in the West. 
Below: Zion Williamson, front, and RJ Barrett, left, lead top overall 
seed Duke in its quest for its first national title since 2015. 


By Noah Trister 

Associated Press 

At this time of year, everyone’s 
in search of a system — some way 
of simplifying the brackets and 
making it a little easier to pick 
one champion out of all those 
contenders. 

You could go with the most ex¬ 
perienced coaches, or perhaps the 
teams playing the best defense. 
Or you could fill out the whole 
bracket based on team mascots. 

Fortunately, thanks to the pro¬ 
liferation of advanced stats, there 
is another way. Basketball junkies 
are familiar with Ken Pomeroy’s 
work at kenpom.com, and there’s 
similar data available at barttor- 
vik.com. In fact, the latter site is 
especially helpful because of the 
filters it offers for archived stats. 
For each year since 2008, it’s easy 
to go back and see what type of 
profile the eventual champion had 
before the NCAA Tournament. 

A quick look at the past 11 na¬ 
tional champions reveals some 
interesting information. It’s pos¬ 
sible for a team to win the title 
while being deficient in some 
areas. For example, Villanova’s 
2016 title team was just 210th in 
offensive rebounding percentage 
heading into the tournament. 

However, there are a handful 
of important stats in which each 
champion since 2008 was ranked 
solidly in the top half of Division 
I. Let’s take a look at those — and 
see if they can help us narrow 
down this field of 68. 
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Big deal 

Trout, Angels close to record 
$430M contract» Page 27 


MLB 



Mariners right fielder Ichiro Suzuki, above, gives his autograph to fans at an exhibition game Sunday against the Yomiuri Giants at Tokyo 
Dome in Tokyo. Seattle opens the season on Wednesday in Tokyo against the Athietics, with starter Mike Piers, left. 

Opening day intrigue 

Ichiro’s future, stars’ debuts with new teams among stories to watch 


“I’ll have my phone ready to go, and I’ll shoot and stand 
up and applaud when he bats,” Snitzer said. “I just hope he 
doesn’t get the winning hit against the A’s. If he hits a home 
run that doesn’t affect the game, I’ll be thrilled.” 

A’s pitcher Liam Hendriks probably spoke for both teams. 

“We’re just happy to be along for the ride,” he said. “I can’t 
wait for the opening series when they announce Ichiro and 
hear that crowd.” 

Chances are, most baseball fans in the States will be asleep 
when A’s right-hander Mike Piers throws the first pitch of the 
year — around 5:30 a.m. EDT. 

That’s OK, there will be plenty of time for everyone to catch 
up before the other 28 teams open on March 28 at Yankee Sta¬ 
dium, Dodger Stadium and points in-between. Plenty to see, 
too, in a season that will stretch to the end of October — Bryce 
Harper now batting in Philly, the Boston Red Sox trying to 
SEE INTRIGUE ON PAGE 27 


By Stephen Wade 

Associated Press 


TOKYO — This is the Ichiro effect. 

Richard Snitzer had never been to Japan. What finally 
drove the Japanese-American to travel here from his 
home in Hayward, Calif, was Ichiro Suzuki; not family 
ties, not pure wanderlust, but a chance to see a player he 
called “simply the best.” 

And get this. He’s not even a Mariners fan, which he’s 
advertised by wearing his A’s jersey around the Tokyo 
Dome. 

He’ll be there Wednesday when Mgjor League Baseball 
opens the 2019 season with Seattle facing Oakland to start a 
two-game series. The 45-year-old Ichiro is expected to play in 
both. What happens next? Ichiro isn’t saying. 

One thing is sure. It will be great theater. 


Nowitzki passes Chamberlain for sixth 
on career scoring list» nba, Page 26 



Baylor tops Women’s NCAA Tournament 

bracket» college basketball, Page 29 





















